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THE  PARK  PHESIDIO  DISTRICT 

By  Anita  Day  Hubbard 
Trom  San  Francisco  Bollotln 
Augost  to  HoTeinber 
1924 


THE  PAHK-PKESIDIO  DISTRICT 
Sy  Anita  Bay  Habbard 
rron  San  PranolTCO  Balletln;  Thorsday,  Aagast  21,  1924. 


If  fear  for  the  fatnre  of  the  Anerloaa  Home  ha«  en- 
gulfed you,  leave  off  your  weeping  and  repair  to  the  Park- 
Presidio  District.  Watch  the  young  mothera  with  their 
first  horn  "bahies  in  "beaatifol,  shiny  new  haby  carriages 
enjoying  the  sunshine  along  the  (^reen   reaches  of  the  Paric- 
Presidio  drire.  Consider  the  husky  youngsters  filling  the 
numerous  schools  to  overflotring,  so  that  the  problem  is 
for  more  and  more  buildings  to  house  them. 

Drive  at  the  home-coming  time  up  and  down  the 
avenues,  and  see  the  trim  young  wives  in  radiant  house 
dresses  waiting  the  rretum  of  their  good-looking  husbands. 

Go  to  the  new  subdivisions  along  the  Golden  Gate, 
idierA  the  mansions  of  the  well-to-do  are  set  in  lovely 
gardens,  fruition  of  the  hone  dreams  of  maturity,  or  early 
fulfillment  for  the  fortunate  young. 

The  keynote  of  the  Pario-Presidio  District  is  the 
laughter  of  happy  children,  and  the  tender  little  songs 
that  happy  wives  sing  at  their  home-making. 

Trom  the  time,  60  odd  years  ago,  \dxen  the  first 
little  houses  were  built  on  the  sand  dunes  along  the  Cliff 
House  road,  now  Geary  Street,  and  when  the  families  might 
be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  until  now,  vdien 
the  district  numbers  80,000  inhabitants,  the  beaatifol 
City  Within  the  City  that  we  of  San  Francisco  know  as  the 
Parto-Presidio  District,  and  before  that  as  the  Richmond, 
has  been  a  place  of  contented,  unorowded  homes,  and  the 
birthplace  and  cradle  of  beautiful,  strong  children. 

The  District  stMtches  from  Golden  Gate  Pax^  on  the 
south  to  the  Presidio  and  the  Golden  Gate  on  the  north, 
and  from  First  avenue  -  or  Arguello  Boulevsurd,  as  it  it 
now  called  -  to  the  Ocean  Beach  and  Lloooln  Park  on  the 
east  and  west. 

BAirCHXS  ESTABLISHED  BT  THE  EARI7  i60s. 

By  the  early  '60s  some  of  the  stockmen  who  had 
established  ranches  wherever  they  could  find  a  little  soil 
or  greuiing  land  in  the  sand  dunes  that  separated 
San  Tranclsoo  from  the  ocean,  ^en  Centred,  now  Presidio 
avenue,  was  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  city. 


petitioned  tlie  city  fathers  to  allow  them  to  establish 
a  toll  road  from  the  city  to  the  heach,  ©long  the 
strai^test  of  the  rahblt  hunters'  trails  that  cx^>8sed 
the  wastes.  C.  C.  Butler,  Hagan  &  Tevls,  and  Dr.  Gage 
were  aaons  the  petitioners.  George  Black  was  the 
en^Txeor  of  the  road,  and  a  roan,  naaied  Dou^erty  was 
the  contractor.  T  he  "bea-atifol  street  that  is  now 
called  Geary,  from  General  John  W.  Geary,  last  alcalde 
and  first  aa^r  and.  postmaster  of  Ssn  yrandsco, 
afterw&rd  Clyil  War  hero  and  goremor  of  PennaylTania, 
was  known  as  the  Point  Lohos  and  San  Frencieco  tobA,   It 
was  veil  Irillt  and  carefully  graded  and  for  many  years 
was  maintained  j-.s  a  first-class  hlfijhway,  to  the  "benefit 
of  its  huilders  t-nd  the  district  04b  a  whole,  snd  served 
as  the  ntaclems  of  the  splendid  Svreet  system  that  is  ons 
of  the  charms  of  the  Paric-Presidio  District. 

CGMTSO  OT  ROAD  HSIUGS  HESOHJPS 

Vlth  the  eomir^  of  the  road  cane  resorts  along 
the  way  and  at  the  "beach.  The  fsaous  Cliff  House,  risen 
three  times  from  the  flames,  each  time  with  a  new  glory, 
was  a  popular  oh Jecti-re  "by   '66,  A  stage  line  was 
established  from  the  city  to  the  ocesn.  The  fare  vas  25 
cents  from  Kearney  street  out.  Tim  Barrett,  only  retired 
latelj^  from  a  long  service  vrtth  the  city,  was  one  of  the 
drivers.  He  makes  his  home  on  sixth  svenue. 

Toll-gates  were  estahlished  at  Central,  Sixth 
aremie  and  the  ocean  terminos.  Michael  Slsttery  and 
Mrs.  Slattery  and  the  nine  fine  little  Slatterys  watched 
orer  the  Sixth  avert! •  toll-gate  from  1868  tuatll  the 
middle  '80s,  when  the  city  took  over  the  street.  Mrs. 
Slattery  felt  so  tenderly  for  the  little  b»iilding,  where 
BO  much  of  her  ycang  womanhood  had  heen  spent,  that  she 
moved  it  into  the  "back  garden  of  the  house  at  637  Fifteenth 
avenue,  together  with  the  little  cottage  where  she  had 
reared  her  hrood.  The  good  lady  has  gone  to  her  reward, 
hut  the  little  toll-gate  office,  \di08e  threshold  the  feet 
of  the  history  makers  of  California  have  worn  into  deep 
hollows,  still  stands  near  the  filled-ln  well.  When  the 
fire  of  1906  swept  the  city  sxtd  the  water  mains  fell,  the 
neighbors  drew  water  from  the  old  well  and  gathered  in 
groups  aroxmd  it  to  cojufort  each  other. 


HDroniK  thajci  built  bt  road 

That  the  etocksien,  vdio  bad  ^tb^ered  In  nusibert  vlth 
the  "bulldlJig  of  th«  highway,  mi^t  have  a  opeedway  to 
•xerclss  their  "blood^ift  hcrses,  a  flxifi  mnntiv:  tr&ov  vas 
built  •9.Tor.?sld«  tVi,«  mrJwpy  and  fcnrpt  <.n  perfect  condition. 

A,  hft7.f-TaJ.To  track  v^.s  trxV.t  at  Twenty-fifth  RTnrPTa, 
acros*!  th«  rosA  from  th?  Old  Honeflte?d,   ?.  roadhouae  that 
gained  i<rcich  frinr  for  Its  cc'rt>fiiiy  and  entertainment.  The  old 
•Ign  wag  only  rr»,)R«d  :\  /o'\r  or  bo  rv^o.  On  the  r?M55-  traok 
■one  of  the  mont  fanouE  ^araec  of  the  tin©  -lov  ran.  5cne 
of  t'oe  p:.rlne  r9.cea  laobed  f?r  three  ciji^ra,  the  "best  three 
heats  In  five  deoldS-ne  the  vdnnor.  JIbs  ?.off  di*oro 
"Lon^rfellow."  Tom  McLennr.n  drove  "San  ?ardy.^   ^ynod  "by 
Janeg  V.,  Seenft,  Pete  ErrAdon  drove  ''9vl.-dle»''  nnd  "[Japtnln 
Henry  White,  "v^r^wBrd,"  a3.1  fcmovift  drlvere  rnd  boraea. 

Scne  of  the  men  nho  made  California  and  San  ?raael3co 
drove  their  spanlriri^  -ieajis  or^t  on  t,he  apaed  traci.  Toti 
should  h«ar  Hasdlton  H.  Dobbin,  bon  vlTant,  traveler  and 
tmquenohable  Tvnn  Franaiaor*  nr-tbasiaat,  tell  of  the  teana 
and  t.ha  Tsirlted  araateiirfl  t.hat  drove  than,  Milton  T.s.thea, 
ex-ftnrsrtior  of  California;  'fllliasi  Mvord  of  the  Bank  of 
Calif omle,:  Oenersil  <?.  H,  1e,  Or?in,?e,  one-tiwe  Superintendent 
of  the  Bilntt  Chartes  Hovard,  president  of  the  Sprlr-s  Vp.lley 
Water  cojupany,  J.  Henley  Sw^lth,  Lelaod  Stanford,  Oeneml 
Dicsfcereon.  John  D,  Toat,  John  Wlelande,  Hi^^rry  Crocfcer, 
Walter  Hobart  and  Ho^mrd  B,  Colt,  vhr>  married  the  dashing 
Nellie  Hitchcock*  all  drove  afignificent  horses.  Every  team 
could  do  its  sdle  under  three  BiruteB. 

MILLIORAIBES  SAT  OS  POUCH 

Over  on  Sixth  nvemie,  near  Hilton,  Colonel  Jenes  Dickey 
nalntalned  a  femous  rcadhouse.     Probably  more  ralllions  were 
reprfisentad  in  the  men  lAo  eat  on  thft  front  pojrch  and 
talked  horses  nnd  consuned  the  excellent  mint  ;^ilepB  end 
gin  flaxes  that  Dickey  knew  how  to  mnke  than  ever  sat  on 
porch  before  or  olnce  that  time, 

Wonc,  the  Chinese  cook,  made  wonderful  brenlcfasto, 
staple  to  the  sound,  "but  a  tender  Buwnory  vlth  msny  a 
faatidloxis  appetite.  B^Jtin^  powder  bl«tcTiit3  RTid  bacon  done 
to  a  crlap  turn  fuid  eara  fried  ?o  that  each  w?»s  i  golden 
■on  in  a  perfect  round  vb±i9  settlna.  The  sheets  t5.rove  out 


Oolden  (Jate  to  Dlrlaadero,  to  Ftdton  (then  Tyler  Street), 
vreet  on  Tolton  to  Baker  and  then  the  rest  of  the  way 
throu^  the  sand,  "bat  thoee  \ibo   remember  say  that  the 
entertainment  wae  worth  It. 

It* 8  been  a  quarter  century  since  the  old  place 
closed,  "but  you'd  never  "belieYe  it  to  hear  the  old- 
timers  tell  a})oiat  it. 

At  Fifth  avenue  and  California  were  the  so'oalled 
"lava  beds,"  ndiere  the  amateur  gun  dubs  held  forth 
and  trap-shooting  was  the  diversion. 

In  1673,  an  act  of  the  legislature  granted  to  the 
Pacific  Blood  Horse  Association  the  ri^t  to  enclose 
all  the  streets  and  the  avenue  between  First  and  Sixth 
avenues,  Pt.  Lobos  and  JYilton,  for  the  term  of  10  years, 
and  the  old  Bay  District  Track  was  established  there. 
The  ground  was  the  property  of  Senator  Leland  Stanf03rd 
and  eifterward  went  to  the  Crocker  estate. 

7ABRSLL  FAMILT  STIU  IB  DISTRICT 

Thomas  Parrell,  who  bred  fine  horses,  and  Patrick 
Parrell,  who  drove  them,  came  to  the  district  in  1876 
and  bought  a  half-block  frontage  on  Geary  street  for 
$2600.  Patrick  opened  a  Turf  House  at  Twentieth  avenue, 
and  it  was  very  popular,  for  he  was  one  of  the  great 
drivers  of  the  times.  The  family  made  their  home  in  the 
district  and  do  to  this  day.  P,  H.  Farrell,  son  of 
Thomas,  with  Mrs.  Farrell  and  Miss  Elizabeth  and  Helene 
live  on  Ninth  avenue.  When  the  Parrell s  came  to  the 
road  there  were  only  a  handful  of  families  between  First 
avenue  and  the  Cliff  House. 

L.  M,  Manser  had  a  milk  ranch  at  about  Third  and 
Geary.  The  Kenneys  had  a  small  ranch  hounded  by  (reary, 
Clement,  Third  and  Fourth  avenues.  Michael  Slattery 
had  the  toll  house  at  Sixth  and  Geary.  Z«k»  Wf  son. 
Southern  Pacific  lobbyist  In  the  old  days,  lived  in  a 
rambling  old  house  at  Fourteenth  avenue,  and  a  house 
that  Governor  Bartlett  owned  was  between  Fifteenth 
and  Sixteenth.  Mrs.  M,  A,  McCahe,  one  of  the  very 
earliest  of  the  pioneers,  lived  In  a  pleasant  garden 
eurroonded  home  between  Seventeenth  and  Sixteenth, 
\ihBT9   the  Alexandria  Theater  now  stands.  She  makes  her 
home  now  on  Jae^on  Street  with  her  two  sisters. 


There  weren't  any  aohools  in  the  district, 
and  Patrick  Henry  telle  how  he  had  to  go  to  the 
Hamilton  Graanaar,  presided  over  "by  the  renerahle 
"Baggy"  Rohinson,  lAo  directed  so  many  of  the  San 
Francisco  hoys  in  the  way  they  should  go.  If  he 
couldn't  nip  a  ride  on  the  stage  coach,  he  footed 
it  to  the  school  and  hack.  Later  he  went  to  the 
Boys'  Hi^  School,  called  Lowell  now,  in  the  old 
huilding  at  Sutter  and  Oough  streets. 

KSMSI  FAHUT  WAS  HEMAMABLE 

The  Kenneys  were  a  remaxkable  family. 

John  J,  Kenney  and  his  wife  Bridget  wer« 
married  in  Boston  on  October  27,  1857,  The  hride 
was  16  and  her  hushand  a  year  or  so  older,  and 
they  had  heen  childhood  sweethearts  in  the  little 
green  Ireland  hefore  they  came  to  this  country.  Two 
children  were  horn  to  them  in  Jamaica  Plains,  where 
the  Irish  folk  in  Boston  mostly  lived.  Then  the 
Kenneys  went  hy  sailing  ship  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
and  across  the  isthmus  on  mule  hack,  and  to  San 
Francisco  hy  another  ship  again,  and  hy  1867, 
sixty-seven  years  ago,  they  were  living  in  a  little 
cottage  in  the  wastes  of  sand  that  was  called 
Outside  Lands  then,  and  now  is  Fourth  avenue  and 
Oeary  street  in  the  Park-Presidio  District.  They 
had  a  little  dairy,  with  a  mild-eyed  cow  or  two,  and 
they  lived  there  for  nine  years.  After  that  they  went 
to  Twenty-sixth  avenue  and  Geary  street,  and  they 
raised  21  children. 

mDlCATES  AIX  TO  HOLT  MOTHEa 

And  Mrs.  Kenney  was  so  grateful  for  the 
happiness  and  the  love  that  hlessed  the  family,  and 
the  prosDsrity,  too,  that  she  dedicated  every  one  of 
the  21  children  to  the  Eoly  Mother  and  kept  them 
dressed  all  in  white  until  they  -.vere  7  years  old  apiece. 
And  that,  in  the  days  when  water  was  drawn  from  a  well 
and  electric  washing  machlnec  hadn't  heen  invented, 
Edward  A,  Kenney,  youngest  of  the  sons,  says  that  he 
used  to  he  enharrassed  a  ?ittle  hy  the  hack  men,  driving 
out  the  Cliff  House  road,  that  is  now  Geary  street,  to 


the  ChineBo  CemeterleB,  Aere  Lincoln  Park  la  now. 
They  would  oaj-l  out  to  the  ^ite-clad  little  "boy  to 
go  hone  and  get  his  clothes  on.  He  vas  glad  -n^u 
his  seventh  "birthday  came  and  the  navy-hlue  sailor 
suit  with  it,  with  long  trousers  and  sepyire-out 
collar.  His  otm  son  is  ready  for  hi|^  school  now, 
"bat  he  hasn't  forgotten. 

John  Kenney  huilt  Lake  street  from  Pirst 
avenue  to  Twentysixth  and  Twenty-fourth  avenues  from 
Lake  street  to  the  patlc.  He  graded  the  roadbed  of  the 
old  steam  line  that  went  out  to  the  Cliff  House  from 
California  street,  where  the  No.  1  car  on  th«  Sutter 
line  runs  now. 

80  AID  FAMILY  IH  CELESRAIIOS 

When  the  Kenneya  oelehrated  thsir  golden  wedding 
in  1907,  30  children  and  grandchildren  and  clo93  of 
kin,  with  a  few  very  old  and  dear  friends,  calehrated 
with  thaja.  The  i&ola  clan  were  there,  not  a  one  failing 
to  cone  hone  for  the  occasion.  The  children  presented 
their  father  and  aother  with  a  solid  gold  teacup  apiece, 
and  Edward  A,  Keimey,  "being  the  youngest,  po'Jired  into 
his  aother's  cup  the  first  ohastpagna  she  had  ever 
tasted*  Jolm  Konaey  danced  a  ■breakdo\m  with  his  old 
friend,  Tom  Clancy,  Jiist  to  show  how  spry  he  could  he, 
and  those  who  saw  his  say  that  ha  leaped  like  a  "boy, 
instead  of  the  fathsr  of  21  children.  Of  the  31,  7  hoys 
and  5  girls  are  still  prospering  in  the  land  of  the 
living.  There  are  23  grandchildren  and  2  groat  grand- 
children, and  a  goodly  sprinkling  live  in  the  Park- 
Presidio  District,  \diere  the  most  of  them  were  horn. 

August  22.  1924. 

PA2K-PEESIDI0  THRI"72:S  OH  "SAl^D  WASTE"  0?  '53 

The  gentle  art  of  the  "hallahooing"  real-estate 
men  was  not  invented  in  Los  Angeles.  P.  H.  Farrell 
earned  his  first  S3>endine  money  watering  the  trees 
planted  by  one  W.  J.  Gunn,  who  graded  the  block  "between 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  avenues  and  Clement  and  Oeary 
streets  and  dug  a  well  for  Irrigation  in  t>ia  middle  of 
the  hlock.  He  hro\jght  "nis  prospects  out  to  the  land 


in  "cantyalls,"  fe<!  them  at  a  1bnrl>ectte  nnd  Rold  them 
lots.  Th1.«i  wa«  atcnxt  laBO.  VOisn  he  hed  sold  off  oxie 
■block,  h«'d  grade  and  ploct  the  ne7:t  and  erentiiftlly 
gnuled  th©  block*  h«tw«6n  2e-rentb  and  Twelfth  a^renuefl. 

In  the  officljil  city  map  of  1953,  \dxBt  !«  now 
the  entire  Park-Presidio  District,  Solden  0«tt    Peak 
Biul  Sunset  tc  the  ocean  is  maxlzed  with  simple  dignity 
"Great  3ond  Vaste." 

Clement  Hiiir'hrey  was  the  city  Rurreyor  and  signed 
the  map.  The  official  city  limit  to  the  west  waa 
Larkin  street.  Tliat  htuX  heen  established  by  the  charter 
of  1850. 

Morontaln  latoe,  v^liere  the  Marine  Hospital  stands, 
it  marked  '*La4,TUia,"  and  alon£;8ide  ?t.  Lcbos  creek  is 
martced  caB»jally  "Ooerrero  Hanch,  2170  aorse,  1  half 
leeeoe." 

Tvo  "Western  Additions*  moved  the  western  line 
as  far  r.s  Centrn3 ,  now  Presidio  twervxe,  and  the 
consolJ  ciAtion  act  of  1856  provided  for  the  JoiilttM; 
of  all  of  the  interests  of  the  coanty  with  the  city. 
The  western  lands  r#8ro  called  "Outside  Lands." 

OOTSinS  LANDS  BOOT  IS  N/KE3) 

In  1867  th«  T^onrfL  of  Sar-errlsorp  anointed  a 
coirenlttee  of  five  tmbi  st  c<r3tsl(^e  l?*r.ds  cr"rsnlttee,  xmder 
the  fcmc-v.n  order  No.   800,  proridirjg  for  the  la,7lr^  out 
of  the  streets,  hl,'^%rvp  ar.d  -iiLl'llr!  lan?.8.  The  reports 
of  this  errnip,  d^t<?d.  Ms^'  18*  1868,  e:-tn.bllehed  the 
bnund.«rlf>fl  nf  C^old6r;  (r-'te  Part:,  PXld  5.?  gign«o.  by  C,  H, 
S^.rnyw,  A.  J,  Sj\r«4er,  R.  Beverly  Cole,  Monroe  Ashbury 
and  Charles  Clayton.  The  two  latter  gentlemen  did  not 
concur  in  the  i^indlrigg  of  the  majority.  They  filed  a 
minozdty  repoz^  recommending  that  the  park  be  terminated 
at  Tirat  »veniv©,  becduae  it  was  not  likely  that  the 
popcuUitlrvn  vc(«.ld  ?y»r  reach  so  f?r  in  ?ry  reascnable 
number  of  years.  The  majority  ruled,  however,  and  the 
park  was  mad©  exactly  one-'nrJ.f  mile  vide  and  terminated 
at  the  ocean. 

The  rerooTt  is  worded  be-tiitifally,  with  cany 
liiV^ifltic  floffiri sliest   and  annng  other  r-'comaendatlont, 
suggests  the^cre^-tion  of  rural  retreats  and  r»laces  of 
sylvan  secluaion." 


FIHST  SUBDIVISION  OF  LOTS  IN  1878 

Under  this  committee,  the  streets  were  marked 
off  and  the  school  lots  designated  and  provision 
made  for  certain  other  public  purj^ses* 

The  first  subdlTision  of  lots  hegan  ahoat  1878. 
A  map  dated  1870,  prepared  h7  Vllllaa  C.  Humphreys, 
lothographed  hy  Britton  and  Rey  and  hanging  In  the 
hook  store  of  John  Newbeggin,  shows  that  the  land 
was  held  in  large  and  Irregular  blocks,  mostly  by 
homesteaders. 

The  list  of  owners  is  not  large.  It  includes  C,  C. 
Butler,  Sweeney  and  Bau^,  McHenry  Tract,  Harper 
Tract,  Mrs.  J,  H.  Baker,  0.  J.  Byrne,  W.  P.  Hall, 
John  Haanen,  Nathan  Porter,  McCain  and  MeClxire, 
George  Barstov,,  J.  P.  Bruce,  B.  B.  Newman,  S,   H. 
Tibbets,  J,  P.  Price,  S,  G,  Bigelow,  McOlone  Tract, 
Madam  Boffat,  Sollivan  and  Cashman,  T.  B.  Mdlanas, 
A.  P.  Peak,  James  Laidley,  E.  Wilson,  F.  E.  Veygant, 
Wooster  and  Sweld,  Henry  Kraft,  Chamblin  C.  Newmaan 
and  W.  T.  Sayward. 

CONQUEST  OF  SAND  WASTES  BIG  WOBK 

Leland  Stanford,  the  Crockers,  Huntington  and  the 
French  Bank,  controlled  by  Fioohe  and  Co.,  became 
possessors  of  a  large  peurt  of  the  land  by  1878,  When 
Adolj)h  Sutro,  with  a  huge  fortune  gained  through  the 
famous  Sutro  tunnel  into  the  Comstock  lode,  came  to 
San  Francisco,  he  was  looking  for  new  worlds  to 
conquer. 

The  conquest  of  the  sand  wastes  seemed  a  man-sized 
Job,  and  his  faz^seeing  vision  told  him  that  the 
district  would  one  day  be  a  thriving  city  itself.  He 
bought  heavily  and  built  himself  a  home  at  vdiat  is 
now  called  Sutro  Heists.  He  laid  out  beautiful  gar- 
dens and  opened  the  grounds  to  the  public,  vdien  the 
statues  were  brand  new  and  the  stately  trees  mare 
saplings. 

He  never  faltered  in  his  vision,  and  it  is  not 
amiss  to  name  him  the  father  of  the  Paz^Presidio 
District.  In  1920,  the  ocean  front  from  the  Cliff 
House  to  Lincoln  Pax^  was  sold  by  his  estate  to  the 
city  for  $250,000.  and  a  deed  of  gift  gave  Sutro 
Heists  to  the  city. 


FIRST  iUCTION  HELD  W  1878 

The  first  auction  sale  of  lots  \fa«  held  in  1878 » 
conducted  hy  J.  J^  O'Brien.  The  land  eeld  extended  from 
Geaxy  street  to  Ansa,  end  from  Seventh  to  El^th  nrenae. 
Aaong  the  purchaBera  was  Police  Officer  W,  H,  Ean^ej. 
tdioae  widow  still  lives  on  the  property. 

Mrs.  Hanley  raised  nine  children,  and  they  played 
with  Mrs.  Slftttesy's  nine  as  they  grew  tc?.  Mrs.  Hanley 
has  a  raost  interesting  tale  to  tell  of  the  days  i^ien 
she  first  cajne  to  live  in  the  district. 

The  vind  hovled  of  ni,^t5  across  the  sand  wastes, 
with  nothing  "between  the  ocean  and  the  side  of  the 

house. 

The  race  trttcks  brought  all  manner  of  people , 
and  there  were  wnrs  and  nosors  of  war  ©inong  the  different 
factions  thiit  followed  the  horses.  Bat  they  were  gay 
days  at  that,  and  the  "road"  was  thronged  with  fine 
turnouts  on  every  sunry  afternoon.  There  were  parties 
made  np  of  the  fanllles  in  the  nei^horhood. 

TODHO  CHAP  SAII&  OP  "SWEET  KELLT." 

With  BCLch.   ffUBllies  as  th^  raised  in  those  days, 
there  was  little  need  of  calling  in  outsiders.  Once, 
though,  a  yo-ong  chap  Just  out  from  Chic^igo  cnae  to  the 
Hanley' 0.  He  sang  most  heautifully  "Sweet  TTelly"  and 
then  "I'm  waiting  for  you.  Love."  and  the  'Aole  company 
were  enraptured.  Tlie  young  cjan  was  P.  H.  McCarthy,  and 
after  a  while  he  hecane  mayor  of  the  city. 

James  Casey,  carpenter,  and  Phil  Ward  and  John 
Jennings,  plumbers,  all  employed  at  the  Palace  Hotel, 
huilt  three  identical  houses  Just  off  aeary  street  on 
Fifth  avenue  about  this  time,  and  all  of  tham  raised 

families.  ,    ,  ,  *.v 

Greenwood  and  De  \folf  subdivided  and  gr  i-lad  the 

bloclffl  between  First  and  Fourth  avenues,  California 

and  ?t,  Lobos  avenue  (Geary  street),  which  they  had 

pirchased  from  J.  3.  Hagen. 

The  Park-Presidio  District  began  to  take  fom 

and  substance. 
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ZL2CT3IC  CABS  FOLLOW  OS  D  STSAM  LINE  ROI]TS 

The  Pazk-Presidlo  District  is  a  plaes  of  ma^ 
nificent  distaiices.  There  is  a  limit  even  to  the 
endorance  of  a  bom  subur'banite  in  the  distance  he 
will  walk  from  the  nearest  car  line  to  get  home.  It 
was  natural  that  the  western  progress  of  the  district 
should  have  followed  the  huildisg  of  car  lines. 

A  steam  "duuBny"  line  was  hoilt  on  the  road  from 
Central  avenoe  to  the  Park  hy  way  of  First  avenue, 
and  there  was  a  generous  fringe  of  homes  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  district  hy  1875. 

After  the  old  toll  road  franchise  expired,  and 
the  road  was  turned  over  to  the  Paik  Commissioners 
to  keep  in  order,  a  horse  car  line  was  ran  out 
Point  Lotos  avenue  as  far  as  Twenty^fifth  avenue, 
connecting  with  the  steam  dummies  at  First  avenue. 
The  <ieary  Street  Cahle  Line  was  extended  to  Fifth 
avenue  and  thence  to  the  Pazk  in  1891. 

The  first  line  to  the  heach  was  the  steam 
railroad  built  by  Gustav  Sutro  under  franchise  of 
1883  for  25  years  from  December  1,  1886,  the  line  at 
that  time  to  become  city  property.  The  line  was  that 
now  followed  by  car  No.  1  on  the  Sutter  street  line, 
and  started  from  Presidio  aveziue  on  California 
Street,  to  Thirty^ second  avenue,  thence  curving  to 
the  ri^t  around  the  bliiffs  overlooking  the  ocean, 
terminating  at  Fortj^eighth  avenue  and  Point  Lobos 
road.  Two  5-cent  fares  were  chaz^d. 

FIRST  TRAIN  GOT  IH  JDHB  OOP  1887 

The  first  train  was  taken  out  by  Hugh  McClynn 
on  a  fine  day  in  June,  1887.  Tom  O'Leary  was 
superintendent  of  the  road.  Charlie  Kennedy  and  Mottle 
Hall  were  engineers  on  the  locomotives.  There  were 
two  divisions  on  the  line,  the  paz^  and  the  Cliff 
House.  T<»Q  Steward  and  Eu^  McGlynn  were  conductors 
on  the  Pazk  run,  and  Jack  and  William  Billlngton. 
Jimmie  Hubbard  was  a  fireman. 

Hu^  McGlynn  used  to  report  the  weather  every 
nwming  from  Land's  End.  The  report  was  carried  down 
the  California  Street  Cable  line  to  the  Merchants' 
Exchange.  McClynn  had  the  honor  of  naming  Land's  End, 
by  the  way.  Cej^ainly  it  is  a  jumping  off  place. 
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There  were  only  about  25  housea  on  hie  ran  \Aen 
he  l)egaji  in  1887.  He  knew  them  .11  by  naiae  and  shared 
their  happiness  and  their  troubles  with  every  one  of 
his  regular  couBmiters. 

AEOLPH  SUTSO  WAS  PASSE5GSB 

Adolph  Sutro  used  to  come  in  on  the  train  every 
Bomlng  to  town  from  his  hem   at  the  beach,  after  the 
road  was  huilt.  Before  that  lie  would  drive  down  Oeary 
street,  that  was  Point  Lohos  then,  and  perhaps  stop 
for  a  glass  or  to  of  new  milk  and  a  chat  with  th« 
Eexmeys* 

He  used  to  admonish  Ha^  McCJlynn  to  buy  all  the 
land  he  could  get  his  hands  on  in  the  district.  "Twill 
make  you  rich,  Hugh."  he'd  say,  hut  the  sand  dunes  were 
very  diso^ku'-agiag,  and  the  creeping  edge  of  the  city 
seemed  a  very  long  way  back. 

It  was  17  yeara  and  nine  months  after  he  took  the 
first  train  out,  that  Hugh  Hcaiynn  hroa^t  the  last 
train  in.  At  4:15  p.m.  on  April  18,1905,  Juat  one  year 
to  a  day  before  the  great  fire,  he  locked  tne  gates  and 
went  away  from  there.  He  makes  his  hose  on  Clement 
street* 

When  I  talked  with  him  I  aliaost  wept.  In  the  old 
days  when  the  steam  line  was  the  hi^iroad  to  picnics 
and  hlissfol  childish  days  at  tlie  "beach,  one  of  the 
inevitable  accomr>animents  to  the  trip  was  the  beau- 
tiful expanse  of  Ku^  McOlynn's  ^diiskers.  They  were 
magnificent  and  a  true  landmark  of  the  disappearing 
days.  The  open  seats  in  the  train,  the  peanuts,  the 
pungent  smell  of  the  smoke  from  the  engine  and  those 
wonderful  flowing  lAiskers. 

And  he's  shaved  them  off:  "They  were  getting 
full  of  soot  evexy  day  from  the  miserahle  soft  coal 
in  th«  *— '.ae,"  he  exclaimed.  "Every  time  a  puff  of 
smoke  would  come  along.  I'd  be  hours  washing  «y 
whiskers,  ^hat  with  washing  them  half  the  ni^t,  and 
heing  up  early  in  the  morning,  it  was  little  sleep 
I  was  getting.  I  couldn't  be  bbthered.** 
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Th«  Satro  car  line  vas  Tniilt  with  the  idea 
of  famishing  a  direct  rotite  to  the  baths  xhich 
had  Just  been  completed  at  the  "beach,  and  were 
proTing  an  Innnense  attraction  to  the  pleasore- 
seekisg  crovds  of  the  city. 

CAR  LIHES  IS  TRAITSPEa  HOW 

The  Market  Street  R  ailroad,  later  merged 
with  others  as  the  United  Hailroads  Company,  had 
"bought  the  franchise  of  the  steam  line,  and  vdien 
the  Sutter  S  treet  Railroad,  then  independent, 
made  transfer  arrangements  with  the  Sutro  line, 
tihich  "began  at  Central  arenue  and  terminated  in 
the  "building  ^diich  housed  the  baths,  the  Market 
Street  lines  withdrew  their  transfer  privileges 
with  the  Sutter  line. 

The  franchise  was  granted  for  50  years  from 
JtQy  18,  1894,  and  the  price  was  $6010  and  2  per 
cent  of  the  gross  receipts  to  be  paid  annually. 
The  No.  2  Sutter  Street  car  follows  the  line  of 
the  older  road. 

There  are  many  more  car  lines  to  the  Parie- 
Presidlo  District  in  these  latter  days.  No  1  and 
No.  2  on  the  Sutter  Street  line;  cars  A,  B  and  C 
on  the  Seary  line;  No.  4,  \diich  goes  out  Eddy  and 
comes  back  on  Tuik  street;  No,  24,  which  winds 
from  the  Mission  district  and  across  Divisadero 
to  the  Paik-presidlo;  No.  5,  vtoich  goes  out  Fulton 
street;  all  these  lines  carry  the  population  of 
the  district  to  and  from  their  homes,  and  yet  the 
cry  is  still  for  more  transportation. 

AOTOS  PROVE  GREAT  HEIP 

The  automobile  has  solved  some  of  the  pro"b- 
Iwns,  and  out  the  old  way  into  the  sunset,  the 
gasoline  "baggies  roll  along,  limited  in  speed  only 
by  the  traffic  ordinances  and  the  conscience  of 
the  drivers,  where  the  pacing  horses  used  to  run 
<m  suziny  afternoons. 


13 


The  distance  that  meant  a  half-day  joar- 
nej,   even  vlth  a  good  horse,  is  a  matter  of 
mimtes  along  the  smooth  avemies.  The  beau- 
tiful ocean  front  Is  more  and  more  TxnralaT  as 
the  years  go  on,  and  the  possihilities  are 
realised. 

The  soli'?-  line  of  autcaao'blles  that  moves 
like  a  steady  procession  day  and  night  along 
the  drivevfavvs  nay  not  "be  so  -oicttar^sopxe  as  the 
old  horse-drawi  carri.'V^a,  Tuit  it  nay  "be  that 
a  fatior©  generati-jn  will  anile  at  the  snorting 
"bazz   \ia,»on«.  Sitting  in  sane  renote  vehicle, 
still  to  "be  dreamed  of,  oar  children's  child- 
ren may  call  our  smartest  cnrs  "quaint*  and 
"romantic," 

August  35.  1934. 

MAHDJE  HOSPITAL  IS  OLD  LAJIDMA3K 

Peter  VJheelan  caao  to  San  Francisco  in 
March,  1850,  froa  Hew  Orleans,  and  for  many 
yeeirs  owned  and  controlled  the  Pioneer  Mills 
on  Stevenson  Street,  near  PiJ^t,  ^ere  he 
manufactured  flour  and  other  meals.  He  owned 
an  artesian  well  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Santa  7e  building  and  sold  water  to  the  water 
cart  men  of  the  day,  ^o  sold  it  in  snail  quant- 
ities to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 

A  pioneer  squatter,  who  had  taken  txd  land 
along  the  cliffs  that  are  known  now  as  Sea  Cliff, 
became  indebted  to  Peter  lilheelan  for  floor  and 
feed  for  his  livestock.  The  ranch  included  the 
land  from  the  low  water  mark  on  the  beach  at 
the  north,  south  "by  Point  Lobos  Hoad,  west  by 
the  old  City  Cemetery  (now  Lincoln  Park),  and 
on  the  east  to  the  Presidio  wall.  The  govern- 
ment claimed  the  ranch  as  part  of  the  Presidio. 

T  he  sijaatter's  potato  crop  failed,  *md  he 
decided  to  go  to  the  "mines",  so  he  Bold  his 
title  to  Peter  Wheelan  for  a  receipted  bill  of 
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hi*  iudebteiicesat  a  horse,   saddle,  hlexket  aod 
rlfl«,  '.flieelan  tused  the  load  sub  a  hunting  -pre- 
Btrve,  goln^  there  on  va«iO-«icLa,  tIs.  Pacific 
Street,  Spring  V.-J.l«y,  VA&h*r«oiLaa's  Bay,  the 
llrie  of  the  ort^lnal  trcdl  of  the  Spanish  days 
to  the  Presidio  from  the  Puehlo  of  Terba  Baena. 

MI0H2T  BATTLES  FOR  MATM  EIGHTS 

vlieela^  claimed  title  to  Mountain  Lake  and 
Point  Lohos  Creek,  sod  thers  were  mlgl-ity  battles 
fou^t  for  the  possacalon  of  the  i^ter  rights 
of  the  creek  and  liika  "bst\s-ean  the  "lined  forces 
of  ifheelaai  aad  the  first  -.-atsr  conrpary, 

■iheelcai  finally  gained  title  to  the  property 
from  the  United  States.  The  original  grant  wae 
signed  "by  Abrsham  Llnsoln,  After  the  Civil  W  ar, 
one  Baker,  a  planter  from  Gretna,  near  Kew  Orleans, 
cftoe  to  San  Jrancisco,  and  Pster  'flieelan  gave 
hiai  the  property  for  the  support  of  himself  and 
family,  and  tV-en  aarrisl  the  cliarmisg  Miss  BsJcer. 

The  v.vue  of  "Baker* s  Beach"  is  all  that  is 
left  of  the  old  Bskcr  r»Ji>cli,  now  that  the  olJ 
house,  a  fraire  >!tiilding  vhlch  stood  ^xatll  lately 
on  the  mes?  J'lst  ahove  the  heiAch,  has  been  torn 
dovn. 

The  land  tas  lost  throng  a  mortgage  to  the 
father  of  tl:e  prosert  O'lmer,  tAo  '4»s  a  ■bpjoker,  the 
money  "being  rtiised  to  pay  the  taxes  levied  on  the 
land  to  pay  the  Golden  Bate  Park  assesgment,  which 
amottnted  to  $20,000.     The  land  vae  in  litigation 
for  aany  years  ^md  after  the  ca«e  had  heen  twice 
to  the  Supreae  Court  of  the  United  States,  the 
final  decision  -wfts  &ecaiuat  the  Eakrir  hairs,  and 
the  title  vested  in  Brlcksl,  ^diose  son  is  the 
present  owiar* 

mSXKZ  &OSPZTAL  IS  OLD  LAirEKABK 

The  Harlre  Hospital,   wliich  has  ttood  on  the 
slopes  ahove  Mountain  Lake  at  the  head  of  the 
Paric-Presldlo  drive  since  1874,  is  one  of  the 
landmarks  of  the  district.  Very  early  in  the 
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history  of  the  jcnms  city  of  San  Fratxciseo, 
the  care  of  sick  and  dlsahled  sailors  from  the 
multitude  of  ships  that  sailed  In  and  out  of 
the  harhor  became  a  very  real  problem.  The 
Journey  around  the  Horn  was  an  arduous  aad  a 
long  one,  and  In  the  rush  days  following  the 
disco-very  of  gold,  little  attention  was  paid 
to  anything  hut  haste  in  getting  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  there  were  inany  casualties. 

As  early  as  1849,  Dr.  Peter  Smith  had  a 
prlTate  hospital  at  the  comer  of  Clay  and 
Powell  streets,  where  he  cared  for  sailors 
under  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  tinder  vhosB   Jurisdiction  marine 
hospitals  operate.  The  hulldlng  was  des- 
troyed hy  fire  on  October  31,  1850,  and  an 
old  adohe  building  in  the  Presidio  was 
arranged  for  a  temporary  housing  by  the 
col).eetor  of  customs  under  the  orders  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  state 
built  a  marine  hospital  with  an  appropriat- 
ion through  act  of  legislature,  1851,  on 
711bert  between  Stockton  and  Powell  streets. 
On  September  30,  1850,  Congress  appropriated 
$50,000.  for  a  building  at  Lincoln  Point, 
at  Spear  and  Harrison  streets.  The  comer  stone 
was  laid  on  April  7,  1853,  and  the  building  was 
razed  early  this  year. 

DAMAGED  B7  EABTH(?JAZE 

The  building  was  damaged  by  earthquake 
in  1865,  and  abandoned  for  hospital  purposes, 
and  was  leased  to  the  city  for  a  rental  of 
$1  per  year  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  use 
as  a  seaman's  home.  Pending  the  completion  of 
this  building,  the  revenue  cutter  "Polk"  anch- 
ored near  Fort  Mason  was  used  as  a  temporary 
hospital.  After  1865  the  patients  were  cared 
for  at  Alameda  Paric  AsylTim  Tint  11  1872,  and 
then  were  housed  at  224  Yalencla  street,  xinder 
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contract  with  Poster  and  Dole  at  90  cents  a  day 
for  each  person. 

On  an  apiiroprlatlon  of  f.ongress  in  1873,  a 
"pavlllou"  Marine  Hospital  was  erected  at  Mount- 
ain Lake  at  a  cost  of  $73,000. 

Dr.  'J.  J.  Pftttls  is  the  present  senior  sur- 
geon of  the  institution  .fhich  }iou9es  ahout  3<D0 
patients,  which  incliide  people  from  the  transport 
ssnrice,  merchant  marine  seamen,  revenue  cutter 
service,  geodetic  survey,  and  all  federal  civil 
employees.  F.  L.  Gihson,  pharmacist,  first  class, 
chief  clerk  and  dispersing  officer,  tells  very 
entertainingly  of  tloe  strenuous  days  that  follo*r- 
ed  the  disaster  of  1906,  when  the  old  water  supply 
of  the  hospital  furnished  a  T>oinilation  of  thous- 
ands of  refugees  vbo   fled  to  the  Presidio  from 
the  teri^or  of  the  flaaes. 

Long  hefore  any  of  the  connecting  streets 
were  cut  tlirough,  visitors  used  to  come  in  carr- 
iages out  the  Point  Lohos  Hoad  to  ITalrteenth 
avenue  and  then  cut  across  through  the  sands  in 
a  swale  that  gave  a  fairly  direct  road  to  the 
hospital.  Inhere  was  a  i'oad  house  at  v*a-t  Is  aow 
Thirteenth  and  Lalce  street,  that  was  pulled  down 
only  -Aen   the  drive  was  cut  through,  a  decjwie  or 
so  ago. 

Where  the  golf  llnlts  in  the  Presidio  slope 
down  to  the  Lake  now,  there  vegetable  gardens, 
run  "by  thrifty  Italians  and  French  gardeners, 
\iiio   furnished  the  hospital  with  vegetables  for 
the  use  of  the  ground. 

SDTRO  BUILT  THHE3  WAILS 

Adolph  Satro  had  to  "build  three  walls,  one 
on  top  of  the  other,  to  close  in  the  Inlet  In 
lAiidC  Sixtro  Baths  are  located.  The   sitivation  of 
the  "building  is  Just  to  the  south  of  tlie  Jiitt- 
ing  headland  called  Point  Lobos,  idiich  luarks  the 
division  of  the  ocean  and  the  Golden  ftate. 


17 


The  first  vail,  sciik  Into  th«  soft  sand,  and 
he  tTtllt  a  9«cotid»     Then  th«  second  followed 
suit,  aii5  when,  not  d^jvntel,  Ke  "built  a  tbird,   it 
at-v»d  ^IJOTe  gro'.ind,  the  orisinal  wall  harijae 
re;ached  hedrock.   9atro  had  contenrplated  an  aqoar- 
iam,  hut  he  hsd  f'lrtiier  viaionfi  "by  the  tine  the 
settliag  t.ani  K-id  heen  coepleted,   a;id  he  hailt 
ths  "bathe.  !!Sro  encnoua  hresjciaters,  s^gX^gixtins 
700  feet  in  Icagth,  ajod  ccntsiining  7C-C,(X30  cohic 
feet  of  rrick,  now  ?rot.?ct  the  oaths  from  ths 
fcury  of  the  «sa.  They  are  2C  feet  deep,  25  feet 
wide  at  the  top,  said  75  feet  st  the  hasa,   sad  so 
well  const nicted  that  they  are  In  perfect  cond- 
ition to  this  iiay.  They  h<JV3  served  as  a  pattern 
for  the  "breakwaters  along  the  esplanade. 

MILLI05  &AI.LONS  IH  LABGE  TAM 

The  great  laala  taak  contains  1,310,000  ^^llons, 
and  e&ch  cf  the  eaallsr  tajjlcs  65,000,  aad  one 
115,000  sallena.  An  inrrenlcoc  ntilizatisir  of  the 
force  of  the  ocean  waves  fills  the  tanks,  with 
sirnpleiTientary  puJTpa  in  esae  of  need.  The  uraete  is 
carried  to  the  other  3lde  of  the  headlaad»  end 
passes  into  the  tidal  cnrrent  «=.i*ay  fro©  the  "baths, 

^bigast  26.  1924. 

SAN  PaAITCISCO  0W3S  PBSSEBT  ffLOET 
TO  7ISI0H  OP  HSa  FIi^HSER  BUIIEERS 

The  man  who  were  responsihle  for  the  "building 
and  planning  of  S^Ji  Trscacisao  were  almost  -onheliev- 
ahly  far-sishted.  But  for  their  vision  the  city 
mi^t  have  "keeii  a  irAii:* shift  of  cis-jallj  "built  thacks, 
a  mere  shi^plrs  ^rort  for  the  products  of  th^  mines. 

yort'JttatTrly  "for  those  cf  us  v.ho  love  the  ''good 
gray  city,"  the  streets  T^ere  l-:^ld  out,  vhe  parica 
pr-Tvided  for  and  the  :,7abllc  lands  f  3t  schools  and 
Institutions  specified  'A'hen  otly  aountains  of  sand 
confronted  the  pioneers. 

The  men  \iho  had  hraved  all  the  hardships  of 
the  trip  around  the  Horn  or  the  terrlhle  way  across 
the  prairies,  and  lAo  had  wrested  their  wealth  from 
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the  Tery  heart  of  the  hi^  moantains,  were  de- 
lighted with  the  free  hand  that  natiire  and  their 
great  nev  fortunes  had  given  them  in  San  Franc leco. 

What  a  combination  to  wort:  with: 

A  hrand  new  population,  made  Mp   of  the  strong- 
est and  youngest  and  most  courageous  men  in  the 
\dxole  country,  their  hands  filled  with  untold  wealth, 
their  hearts  with  song  and  lau^ter  and  their  eyes 
with  the  vision  of  a  new  empire  hy  the  Golden  Gate. 
No  wonder  San  Francisco  is  the  Dream  City  of  the 
world  and  the  Lotus  land  that  lures  one  hack  2ind 
hack  again  with  the  memory  of  her  charm. 

School  lands  of  generous  extent  were  plotted 
out  at  the  same  time  that  the  plans  were  made 
for  Golden  Gate  Pi|Xic,  pursuant  to  that  famous 
order  Ho.  800,  and  the  report  of  the  Outside  Lands 
Committee  vAiich  followed  it  in  1868,  and  the  Fark- 
Presidio  District  was  provided  with  school  lots 
with  the  rest  of  the  city,  though  ^diat  seemed  a 
more  than  liheral  allo%ranee  up  to  the  last  few 
years,  is  speedily  becoming  inadequate. 

JIHST  SCHOOL  WAS  OCCUPIED  IN  1879 

The  first  school  to  he  erected  was  a  one-stozy 
building,  costing  $5400.,  on  Point  Lohos  (Geary), 
hetween  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  avenues.  It  was 
ooeuT>ied  in  1879.  It  didn't  take  long  to  fill  up 
the  first  classes,  for  thou^  the  population  was 
sparse,  the  families  were  large.  Soon  came  the  time 
i^ien  there  were  enou^  children,  lacking  one, 
to  allow  for  an  assistant  to  the  lone  teacher  ^o 
presided  over  its  fortunes.  Mrs.  Henley's  children 
that  were  of  school  age  were  all  attending,  and 
all  the  Slatterys,  so  at  the  earnest  plea  of  the 
teacher,  who  mast  have  had  his  hands  full  with 
the  active  youngsters,  Mrs.  Henley  lent  one  of 
her  younger  flock  to  fill  the  quota,  and  the  new 
assistant  arrived. 

In  1889,  ^en  Miss  M.  Magner  took  charge, 
there  were  66  pupils  and  the  two  teachex>s.  In  1894 
the  huilding  was  moved  to  Twelfth  avenue,  hetween 
Clement  and  California  streets,  and  the  name 
changed  to  "Sutro"  from  "Point  Lohos",  its  orig- 
inal naae. 
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IAS  BU3KED  IH  TIBX  01*  1906 


The  1906  disaster  finished  off  the  old  'build- 
ing, and  after  three  years'  occupation  of  tenporarj 
shacks,  a  new  hail  ding  was  constructed,  this  time 
facing  on  Thirteenth,  or  Punston  avenue,  as  it  is 
now  called,  with  Hiss  Manner  still  in  charge.  The 
good  lady  passed  on  a  year  or  so  »go,  and  Miss  May 
R,  ■narand  Is  now  principal  orer  the  lock  of  800- 
odd  pcrolls  yixo  pursae  the  three  He  within  Its 
portals. 

The  Frank  McCopnln  school  at  Seventh  evenue  and 
Balhoa,  Hiss  Sax^  Jenkins  principal,  has  nearly 
900  rnrplls.  The  Argonne,  at  Cahrlllo  and  Seventeenth, 
houses  739,  "by  the  last  tern  count.  Miss  Mary 
Miiaren  is  prlnci-^al.  At  Lake  and  Twenty-fifth  Is 
the  Eochazttheaa  school  with  743  popils,  presided 
over  hy  Mrs.  Teresa  Spencer.  The  La  Payette,  at 
T  hirty- seventh  avenue  and  Geary  Street,  has  453. 
Miss  Ida  Kervan  is  principal.  Miss  Anna  Crowell 
is  principal  of  the  Roosevelt  school  at  Pirst  ave- 
nue and  Geaiy  Street,  with  594  rruplls,  ard  500 
children  attend  the  George  Peahody  school  at  Seventh 
avenue  and  California  street,  where  Hiss  Anna 
Dwyer  holds  sway. 

The  people  of  the  district  are  working  whole- 
heartedly for  a  Junior  hi^  school,  hi^  school  and 
several  more  elementary  schools,  for,  like  every 
other  part  of  Saa  Francisco  devoted  to  comfortahle 
residences,  the  district  is  growing  like  wildfire, 
and  there  are  children  and  still  more  children 

PIRST  CHDRCII  WAS  CONOHB&ATIOHAI 

Chorches  are  an  integral  jjart  of  any  comnonity 
that  is  destined  for  permaaency.  With  scliools  and 
hOTtes,  the  churches  make  a  strong  hack^rouxid  for 
the  social  life  of  the  Patfc-Presidio  district. 

The  Congregational ists  eetablishea  the  first 
Sunday-School  in  the  district,  at  Seventh  avenue 
and  Clement  street,  in  December,  1884.  The  church 
soon  grew  out  of  the  Sunday-school,  and.  the  congre- 
gation was  o«5aalted  with  Rev.  Philip  Coomb  as  Pastor, 
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A  aeriber  of  the  Plynouth  dhnrch,  a  Deacon  Smith, 
presented  the  property  on  which  the  church  stands 
to  the  new  group. 

The  Gatholica  were  next  to  organiie  a  pariah 
in  the  rliatrict,  and  in  1886  they  called  a  meet- 
ing at  Farrfil's  Hall  on  Point  Lolwa  and  Ninth 
avenae.  Eev,  Father  McOinty,  'Ao  cam-n  froia  hie 
eim  parish  at  Holy  Crosa  Church,  officiated  at 
the  nerricen,  'Aich  \fere   held  at  ths  hriM  Txntil 
in  a  few  montho  t)i8  -oarish  pnrchaned  a  lot  at 
Sishth  and  Point  Lohos  (fteaiy)  raid  the  Star  of 
the  Sen  Oharch  wac  "built,  snd  Hev,  J,  P.  Coyle 
named  as  resident  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Iflllieart  Sterling  Kealea  of  St.Pajil'a 
Epiecopelian  Charch  had  long  intereated  hiaself 
in  establishing  a  church  in  the  Eichcond,  aa  the 
Park-Preaidio  diatrict  then  was  called.  He 
lived  to  see  the  beginnirg  of  the  itisaion  of  St. 
Jaioae  and  socctusbed  to  a  long  illnesa  oxily  a 
month,  afterward.  The  first  services  vere  held 
"by  Hev.  Floyd  J.  Mynapd  and  Mi  a  a  Florence  Gay 
(now  Mrs.  £.  L.  Oabom)  in  the  recidence  of  Mr. 
and  Mra.  J.  H.  Richards,  1508  Point  Lohoa 
aTenue,  ijigast  10,  1890.  Thirty  peraoaa  att- 
ended, inclTiding  atac  children,  and  five  vifiit- 
ors  from  St,  Pfcal's.  Th^  r«rt  mindsy,  a  runday- 
Bchool  w-s  atarted  under  Kiss  Ciy,  rmd  within 
the  Eonth  the  najne  of  St,  Jnsies  Mlsaion  waa 
decided  on.  Bhia  vss  the  fimt  laiaaion  to  he 
entabliched  after  Bishop  Hicliols  cnne  to  C-Jif- 
omla,  and  the  chrirch  he  had  left  nt  Philadelphia 
had  the  enae  nr^a.  T^.en  the  Rer,  Ksalea  passed 
9iagr  the  name  >raB  altered  to  St,  Jroaes  Herorlal 
Misai'^n,  in  his  iceEory.  The  first  haptloEi  vas  of 
Frederick  Konneth  Schaierar  rj\d  IhB   firat  "bride 
and  "bridegrooia  \;ere  Miac  loulsa  McAvoy  and  Prank 
H,  Seely,  Mlas  ?-5cAvoy  was  srandi--ii^ter  cf  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rooert  Patterson,  among  the  oldeat 
pioneers  of  the  diatrict. 

Mra.  Ulcharde,  -lAo  aiakea  her  hone  on  Punaton 
avenae,  reealla  the  firat  servicea  very  vividly. 
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The  Methodl»t  Episcopal  Chorch  organized  "by 
the  Rev.  Baxi^  oame  next.  The  other  chorchee 
folloved  in  shoirt  order  as  the  need  for  them 
grew  with  the  population  of  the  district. 

S7KAG0GUE  LATllST  TO  BS  QBGAMZED 

The  latest  to  be  organised  is  the  Hev  Syn- 
agogae,  which  will  house  the  Congregation  Smana-El 
in  a  splendid  "building  at  Argixello  bdnlerard  and 
Lake  Street.  Rabhi  Louis  I.  Newman,  \dio  has  come 
here  from  New  York  to  take  the  place  left  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Rabbi  Martin  A,  Meyer,  was  induct- 
ed into  his  new  office  last  Friday  eTening  at 
the  present  temple  on  9tf,tter  Street,  near  I^owell. 
The  new  temple  will  be  completed  in  time  for  the 
Jewish  hl^  holidays  in  1925,  and  the  Temple 
Center,  planned  to  contain  accomodations  for 
social  service,  recreational  and  civic  activit- 
ies will  be  an  important  help  to  the  community 
life. 

Churches  of  all  creeds  are  scattered  through- 
out the  district  today.  There  are  three  Catholic 
parishes,  including  the  Star  of  the  Sea,  St.Monlca*s, 
at  Twenty-Third  avenue  and  Geary  street,  and  the 
Church  of  St.  Thomas,  the  Apostle,  at  Fortieth 
avenue  and  Balboa,  %diere  the  Rev,  T.  A,  Crimmins 
presides  over  the  youngest  parish  in  the  Catholic 
diocese  of  San  Francisco. 

The  Presbyterians  have  two  churches',  St.John's 
at  Arguello  and  Lake,  smd  the  newer  Lincoln  Park 
Presbyterian  at  Thirty-first  avenue  and  Clement, 
of  which  the  Rev.  Philip  F,  Payne  is  pastor. 

St,  James  Episcopalian  is  now  at  California 
and  Ninth  avenue,  with  the  Rev.  S.  J.  Lee  in 
charge.  St,  Peter's  is  on  Twenty-ninth  avenue 
and  the  Rev.  Harvey  S,  Hanson  is  rector. 

The  Richmond  Congregational  still  holds  forth 
at  the  old  site,  with  the  Rev.  Harvey  L,  Rowley 
presiding  over  its  destinies. 
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IBZBHI&TS  HOME  BECCMES  LISUHX 

The  Fourth  Chsipch  of  Christ,  Scientist,  has  a 
fine  Tmlldlng  at  yonston  aremio  and  Clement.  The 
T  wenty-first  f^ve^tixe  Baptist  Chairch  Is  at  Geary 
and  Twenty^flrst,  the  Rev.  Sanford  neninc,  pastor. 

The  German  lutheran  Chiirch  at  Ninth  pad  Ansa, 
and  the  Ashhury  Methodist,  at  SeTeath  avenue  and 
Geairy  street,  complete  the  list. 

In  the  days  \*«r  the  Coimlttee  on  Outside  Lands 
was  deterroinlne  on  lands  for  iTiibTlc  institutions, 
the  lot  at  ninth  avenue  and  Clement  V!i3  set  aside 
as  a  home  for  inehrletes.  By  dint  of  tremendous 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  Improvement  clubs  and 
the  nsercbants'  and  the  women's  organisations,  the 
land  -wag  used  for  the  erection  of  a  fine  Camegie 
llhrary,  and  Mrs.  Slla  Paine  presides  as  llhrariaji. 
It  is  hard  on  the  Inehriates,  if  there  are  any 
Bore  in  these  days  of  the  great  drou^t,  timt  they 
should  "be  kept  forever  from  a  residence  in  the 
Parfc-Presidlo,  hut  times  chrjJige,  and  the  library 
stands  as  a  mark  of  the  development  of  the  rece. 

Anaiet  27.  1924. 

STOai  OP  PAIIK-PHSSIDIO  DISTMCT  BECIXraTED 

Streets  do  not  hulld  themselves  nor  do  street 
li^ts  "bloom  like  vlld  flowers  along  the  hl^wnys. 
Sewer  systems  may  not  "be  particularly  romantic 
subjects  of  contemplation,  hut  they  are  serious 
necessities,  and  they  do  not  grow  of  themselves. 
Water  and  gas  pipes  must  he  laid,  schools  huilt, 
fire  protection  established,  a  police  force 
organized  before  a  connmnity  may  "become  a  fit 
place  for  a  large  nnnher  of  people  to  live  in. 

The  first  club  was  orgnnlzed  in  1882,  called 
the  Point  Lohos  Isaprovement  Clu"b.  The  first  pres- 
ident was  George  Smith.  Associated  with  him  were 
kagam  MacKillop,  secretary;  L.  J.  McMullen,  Henxy 
Torrath,  John  Forsyth  and  several  others,  all 
first  citizens  of  the  young  district. 

The  members  worked  faithfully  for  a  year  and 
were  successful  in  getting  water  mains  as  far  as 
Third  avenue  and  li^ts  as  far  as  First.  A  primary 


school  which  had  heen  located  on  Oeary,  near  Parker, 
was  mored  to  First  avenue. 

The  club  died  quietly  vtien   efforts  tovard  ade<iu- 
at«  street  car  facilities  seemed  impossihle  of  attain- 
ment. 

A  year  or  two  later  a  second  club  was  formed,  this 
time  with  T.  G.  Parker  as  President.  George  R.  Fletcher, 
for  mqny  years  superintendent  of  Odd  Fellows*  Cemetery, 
was  an  active  member.  Heniy  Vorrath,  J.  H.  Richards 
(always  •  strength  in  the  life  of  the  district),  Wallace 
C.  W  ise  and  other  prominent  residents  were  in  the 
membership. 

With  a  swiftly-growing  population  to  hack  ttp  its 
efforts,  the  club  accomplished  wonders.  The  streets 
were  macadamized  as  quickjy  as  practicahle.  The  Geary 
street  Hallway  was  extended  to  the  Park  and  the  old 
steam  dummies  abandoned  in  1891. 

SEWER  STSTEM  TOOK  LOHG  TIME 

The  sewer  system  took  a  long  time  to  get  under  way, 
hat  eventually  a  well-engineered  and  carefully  huilt 
system  was  constructed* 

The  first  fi^t  for  the  outlet  was  hegun  in  1890. 
The  system  as  constjucted  ran  oat  Point  Lohos,  Lake 
and  Califomia  to  Twenty-fourth  avenue,  and  to  the 
hluf f  above  the  ocean. 

A  tunnel  was  run  throu^  the  VLnff  and  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  the  outlet  extended  into  the  ocean 
for  a  distance  of  125  feet  and  ending  four  feet  helow 
the  surface  of  the  water  at  extraae  low  tide,  giving 
a  fall  of  250  feet  from  the  head. 

Fire  protection  was  the  next  interest.  A  volunteer 
hose  company,  with  George  Fletcher  as  president  and 
Percy  L.  Henderson  as  secretary,  was  organised,  and 
hy  1891,  after  mach  petitioning  and  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the  improvement  club  and  the 
fire  compemy,  a  chemical  engine  was  secured. 

When  the  engine  was  ready  its  advent  to  the  dis- 
trict was  a  march  of  triumph.  With  a  brass  hand  and 
a  large  delegation  of  memher  friends  and  such  of  the 
cltlaenry  of  the  city  ■■  loved  a  iiarade  for  its  own 
sake,  the  engine  was  brought  in  triumph  throu^  the 
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dovntovn  streets  out  to  Its  home  on  Second  aTSxme 
and  protected  the  district  to  the  full  extent  of 
its  powers,  tuitil  1895,  lAien  it  was  replaced  with 
a  steam  engine.  No*  26. 

Today  the  fire  equipment  is  quite  a  different 
stor7«  the  volunteers  have  "been  replaced  with 
trained  fire  fighters  and  with  tcp-to-date  eqixlp- 
ment. 

Battalion  Chiefs  A.  Davis  and  G,  Maxwell  are 
in  charge,  and  the  equipment  consists  of  engine 
No. 36  at  Twenty^sixth  avenue  and  &eary  street: 
engine  No.  46,  at  Twelfth  avemie,  near  Anza  street; 
chemical  No.  13  and  truck  No.  10,  at  the  eld 
stand  on  Second  avenue,  near  Clement  street,  and 
engine  No.  47  is  at  the  western  edge  on  Porty- 
ei^th  avenue  and  Cliff. 

flKST  WATER  IHOM  liJELLS 

Water  had  heen  taken  from  wells  throu#ioat 
the  district  ^n  the  early  days.  The  water  was 
pure,  plentifi  1  and  not  hard  to  find,  hut  that 
was  %A.en  the  population  was  li^t.the  possibil- 
ities remote. 

The  three  wells  idiich  supplied  the  Panama- 
Paeifio  Exposition  with  water  are  on  Forty-seventh 
avenue,  and  still  active,  kept  ready  for  \ise  in 
case  of  fire  or  draught.  Several  years  ago  the 
city  "bored  two  wells  at  Forty-fourth  avenue  and 
Silton  street,  %*ich  are  kept  for  emergencies  only 
aad  tapped  at  certain  intervals  to  insure  that 
they  are  still  flowing.  They  are  controlled  "by  the 
Board  of  Public  Works.  There  are  several  walls 
near  Tenth  avextoe,  which  are  used  to  water  the 
lawns  and  greens  of  the  Presidio  Golf  Club,  and 
any  numher  of  privately-owned  wells. 

Today  there  are  57  miles  of  water  mains  in 
the  district,  and  the  Spring  Valley  Company  has 
15,000  subscribers. 

from  the  d'Ky's  vdien  oil  lanrps  in  the  front  room 
windows  lifted  the  first  citisens  to  their  door 
steps,  until  now  is  not  long  as  years  go,  and  as 
history  is  related,  but  there  are  16,000  consomers 
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of  electricity  and  gas  In  the  dietrlct  now,  and 
the  Pacific  Gaa  and  Electric  Company  maintains 
one  of  Its  main  electric  substations  at  Twenty^ 
fourth  avenue  and  Balhoa  street  to  care  for  Its 
service. 

Much  credit  must  "be  given  to  the  Point  Lohos 
Improvement  Club  for  Its  unremitting  efforts, 
which  have  not  waned  since  the  first  days  of  its 
life.  Colonel  T.  P.  Hohlnson  has  been  president 
of  the  cluh  for  the  past  nine  years,  and  the  hand- 
full  of  members  have  increased  to  a  membership  of 
800.  One  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  its 
work  is  the  maintenance  of  a  map,  with  the  loc- 
ation of  every  street  light  marked  upon  It. 

Among  other  late  accomplishments,  the  club 
was  responsible  for  the  opening  of  Parker  Avenue 
from  Geary  to  Fulton  streets,  allowing  people 
of  the  Ashbuiy  Heights  District  access  to  the 
section  north  of  the  park.  Mountain  Lake  park,  a 
clmrmingly  slt\iated  playground  is  another  of  the 
successful  projects  of  the  organisation. 

HICEMOKD  WAS  IIAHE  PICKED 

It  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  club  In  1890,  that 
the  matter  of  a  proper  name  for  the  district  m&b 
discussed.  "Point  Lobos  District"  and  "Outside 
Lands,"  the  latter,  the  designation  on  the  city 
maps,  seemed  inappropriate. 

Many  names  were  suggested  and  at  a  meeting 
over  which  T.  G.  Parker  presided,  George  Fletcher 
asked  "What  Is  the  matter  with  calling  it  Richmond." 

W,  M,  Banker  of  the  Dally  Report  seconded  the 
motion,  and  on  Hovemher  34,  1890,  pursuant  to 
jjetition,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  adopted  aa 
ordinance  which  made  the  name  of  record,  and  the 
legal  designation  for  all  the  territory  from  First 
avenue  to  the  ocean,  and  from  Fulton  Street  to 
the  Presidio.  Because  of  the  confusion  with  the 
other  Richmond  in  Contra  Costa  coiinty,  and  because 
the  district  lies  so  neatly  "between  the  park  and 
Prevldlo,  the  new  name  of  Park-Presidio  has  "become 
the  accepted  appelatlon  of  the  interesting  city 
within  the  city. 
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The  Richmond  Police  Station,  on  Fifth  Avenoe 
near  Geary,  le  the  headqufirter*  for  68  officers, 
xmder  the  nhle  direction  of  Captain  Williaai 
Healey.  The  inimitable  Corporal  Hamilton  Dobhins, 
to  vdiom  the  writer  is  deeply  indebted  for  material 
for  this  series,  holds  forth  at  the  station,  and 
has  his  remaricable  collection  of  San  Franciscana 
there,  all  neatly  tabulated  and  indexed. 

The  carrier  aiail  in  tlie  Park-Presidio  District 
is  33  and  one-third  per  cent  heavier  than  in  any 
other  residence  district  of  the  city.  On  September 
c*J,  1897,  the  first  post  office  was  established 
in  the  district  at  Sixth  ayenue  and  Gleaent  street, 
and  in  1912  was  moved  to  Tenth  avenue  and  Clement. 

On  December  11,  1922,  it  was  moved  back  to 
the  old  site  and  there  rwnains.  It  is  designated 
as  Station  M.  The  Geary  Station  at  5727  Geary 
street,  established  on  November  25,  1922,  and  a 
contract  station,  Ko,  2,  at  7000  Geary  street, 
help  to  care  for  the  enomous  mail.  The  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  stamps  in  the  district  were 
over  $65,000  in  1923,  and  the  other  figures  are 
in  keeping. 

DI8CMCT  OIOT  POB.HED  IH  1908 

The  Paric-Presldio  Improvement  Club  was  oi^an- 
ised  in  1908,  at  tlie  eld  Ohates,  then  on  Falton 
street.  The  organisation  meetii^  was  attended  by 
22  members,  and  took  place  on  S  eptember  20.  The 
next  meetings  were  held  in  the  home  of  George 
Morse.  The  club  was  incorporated  on  H.arch  12,  1912. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  basement  of  the 
McCoppin  School  after  the  first  two  years  of  the 
or;:^aniaation,  until  1913.  In  May  of  that  year  a 
a  lot  belonging  to  the  city  was  leased  for  a  per- 
iod of  20  years,  and  a  building  erected  by  the 
unpaid  work  cf  the  m^sbers. 

William  S.  Scott,  sergeant-at-arms,  laid  the 
fooadation  of  the  building  on  the  lot  at  Zi^th 
avexxue. 

Louis  A.  Colton,  one  of  the  charter  members 
was  particularly  active  in  this  regard.  Prom  the 
original  22,  the  membership  has  grown  to  500. 
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When  the  club  vas  or^^anized,  the  diet  riot  vat 
■till  a  -village.  When  the  disaster  of  1906  drove 
the  Inimed-out  refugees  to  the  outskirts,  the  dis- 
trict began  to  grow  like  wildfire,  and  the  Parlc- 
Presidio  lonroTeinent  Club  has  gro^jm  with  it.  The 
present  officers  aret 

W,  H.  Clay,  president:  H,  L,  Hatch,  first  vice- 
president;  H,  K,  Schmidt,  second  vice-president; 
Oeorge  H.  Keyerderkp,  recording  secretary:  C.  S. 
Banldn,  financial  secretary;  0,  S.  Thonroson,  treas- 
urer; W.  S.  Scott,  sergeant-at-an»8. 

Directors—  Wllllaia  E.  Anderson,  W,  H.  Clay, 
Louis  A,  Col ton,  Louis  F.  Brh,  Wllliaa  H,  Groat, 
E.  L.  Hatch,  W.  C*  Johnson,  7.  Lorenzen,  George  H. 
Meyerderks,  B.  H.  Norton, «&el  Sol  Peiser,  C.  £. 
Rankin,  H.  Rea-side,  Ben  Schloss,  H.  M.  Schmidt, 
J.  J.  Stahl,  0.  S.  Thompson. 

VOmS  OHGANIZE  CLUB  IN  1910 

La  Mesa  Redonda,  a  woman's  club  of  clt^wlde 
importance  was  founded  in  October,  1910  by  14  men^ 
bers  at  the  Richmond  Masonic  Hall,  at  First  avenue 
and  Clement  street,  Mrs.  A.  R.  B-'r-nett,  Mrs,  F. 
Crcmwell,  Mrs.  H,  McDeimovt  were  uhe  organizers. 
The  club  lias  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  the 
affairs  of  the  district,  as  well  as  ^,he   city  at 
laz^,  and  plays  an  imi>ortajit  role  in  the  Feder- 
ation of  Women's  Clubs,  The  membership  is  now  104. 
Mrs.  Emily  Reed  Is  president.  Mrs,  George  W, 
Springer,  Mrs,  H,  Anderson,  Mrs.  J.  Jaudin,  Mrs. 
M.  Gell,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Claasen»  Mrs,  J.  B.  Phillips, 
Mrs.  W.  A  .  Granlrher,  Mrs.  R.  H,  Miller,  and  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Irvine  are  officers  and  directors. 

Agggst  28.  1924. 

TIHST  BOOM  OF  PABK-PRESIDIO 
DISTRICT  TS  WINTSR  OF  1894 

A  NewBpar>er  is  the  concentrated  voice  of  a 
eommmity,  Properly  conducted,   it  combines  the 
frmctions  of  the  town  crier  and  a  conscientious 
historian. 

The  Paifc-Presidlo  has  swmorted  a  newspaper 


for  30  years  without  one  "break  in  the  publicat- 
ion. The  Hichmond  Banner,  the  first  newspaper 
to  he  published  west  of  Central  avenue,  made  its 
hov  September  8,  1894,  and  has  continued  to  he 
the  faithful  chronicler  and  adYoeate  of  the  dis- 
trict ever  since.  J.  H.  Bond  was  the  first  owner. 
The  first  office  was  at  Sixth  aTenue  and  Point 
Lohos,  and  then  at  Seventh  and  Point  Lohos.  The 
mechanical  work  was  done  at  a  downtown  plant  until 
July,  1896,  \Aen  W.  T,  Lyon  took  over  the  paper 
and  estahlished  a  plant  of  his  own.  Three  years 
ago  the  present  owner,  Sinclair  G.  Trlmhle, 
hofught  the  newspaper,  and  the  Banner  continues  on 
its  way,  a  real  factor  in  the  life  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

The  writer  has  fo>und  the  old  files  invalttahle 
as  a  sourc*  of  information  for  this  little  history 
of  the  district,  and  especial  mention  must  he 
made  of  the  issue  of  August  37,  1909,  and  the 
article  therein  written  hy  Mr.  Lyons. 

TRACK  CLOSED  OH  MAT  27,  1896 

It  was  in  1896,  on  May  37,  that  the  last  race 
was  ran  on  the  old  Bay  District  track.  A  great 
celehration,  tinged  with  regret,  to<ric  place.  Jockey 
Henry  Shields  presented  a  silver  loving  crip  to 
James  P.  Ferguson,  and  another  of  the  picturesque 
phases  of  early  San  Francisco  life  passed  into 
history.  Hardly  had  the  last  horse  heen  led  frim 
track  before  the  'jr>rk  of  demolishing  the  fences 
and  the  huildings  had  commenced.  All  tliat  remain- 
ed of  the  famous  temple  of  the  sport  of  kings  was 
piles  of  firewood  in  the  yaiviB  of  the  surrounding 
houses  where  there  were  small  uoyo  to  drag  it  in. 

Two  years  later  the  ground  was  again  the 
scene  of  rushing  activity-  this  time  for  a  grim- 
mer cause.  The  troops  destined  to  fight  in  the 
Philippine  Islands  during  the  Spanish-American 
War  were  encasiped  on  the  site  of  the  old  race  trac^, 
and  what  is  now  Jordan  Park.  Thousands  of  the  yAung 
■en  of  the  nation,  many  of  them  with  sons  in  the 
Great  World  War  were  hivoTiacked  there.  Among  the 
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officers  was  one  Colonel  Trederlck  Tonston  of  the 
Kansas  regiment.  He  went  to  the  Fhillipines,  cap- 
tured Aguinaldo  in  a  spectacular  manner  and  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lte.jor-General  on  the  re- 
comriendation  of  General  MacArthur.  He  later 
coimnanded  the  Federal  troops  daring  the  disaster 
of  1906,  and  his  notable  services  at  that  time 
led  to  the  waming  of  idiat  used  to  he  Thirteenth 
aremie,  and  is  now  called  Fanston. 

FRENCH  HOSPITAL  OLD  IH  DISTSICf 

The  French  Hospital  which  stands  at  Point 
Lohos  and  Fifth  avenue,  is  one  of  the  oldest  ins- 
titutions in  the  city,  thougji  the  huilding  which 
it  now  occupies  dated  hack  only  to  1895.  A  hand- 
ful of  French  people  founded  it  in  1851,  and  after 
occupying  several  sites,  each  one  more  pretenti- 
ous than  the  last,  it  finally  built  the  massive 
stroctTire  in  the  Park*-Presidio  District.  The 
first  training  school  f^r  nurses  in  the  city  was 
established  by  the  hospital  staff.  The  hospital 
is  supported  by  the  French  Benevolent  Society,  a 
co-operative  society. 

The  comer-stone  of  the  Maria  Kip  Orphanage 
was  laid  July  19.  1896,  and  the  huilding  still 
houses  the  children  at  the  pleasant  site  on  Lake 
street.  Sister  Anna  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  an  Episcopal  order,  was  the  first  di- 
rectress, and  Miss  Carrie  Gvinn  was  president  of 
the  board.  Piercy  and  Hamilton  were  the  architects* 

The  first  hoom  of  the  district  came  after 
the  Midwinter  Fair  in  '94,  and  the  people  of  the 
city  began  to  knov  that  there  were  desirable  home 
sites  to  he  had  west  of  Arguello  houlevard.  The 
second  and  the  most  important  period  of  growth 
was  Just  after  the  earthquake  and  fire  of  1906, 
when  the  fire-driven  citizens  were  forced  out  of 
the  built-up  district  into  the  outskirts  and, 
finding  the  outskirts  most  desirable,  remained 
to  build  the  district  into  one  of  the  most  iia- 
portant  of  the  ^ole  bay  region. 
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The  people  ^^o  Imllt  the  first  honee  In  the 
Parfc-Preeidlo  were  lan^ter  lovin/;.  They  wanted 
amueement  and  found  means  to  supply  it.  The  race- 
tracks and  the  road  houees  and  the  attractions 
at  the  ocean  "beach  supplemented  the  ^ay  parties 
In  their  own  hones  In  the  early  days.  >?hen  the 
district  hecane  a  real  city,  dtu^   the  huslaess 
streets  \*ere  built  vcpt   and  the  pioneers  cf  the 
sand  dnnea  had  ■begun  to  drive  their  grandchild- 
ren ahout  in  automobiles,  the  movies  began. 

Plshera'  Theater,  at  Sixth  avenue  and  Cle- 
ment street,  was  the  first  home  of  the  drama  in 
the  district.  The  adiaisslon  was  5  cents.  The 
place  was  small  and  very  dark,  and  the  screen 
waved  in  the  droughts,  and  the  pictures  were  pre- 
tty bad,  back  in  1907. 

Mary  Pickford  wr.B  acting  grown-up  roles  then, 
weepy  ones,  for  the  Biograph.  G-.  M.  Anderson  was 
■aking  •broncho  Billy"  pictures  with  much  riding 
and  no  Inside  sets  whatever.  Sellg,  the  Vltagraph 
and  a  number  of  unnamed  ones  were  turnlnic  out  one- 
reel  thrillers.  Edith  SVorey  was  doing  the  heroine 
in  cowboy  pictures.  Alice  Joyce  was  Just  begin- 
ning. 

A  "nlokelcdeon"  was  both  a  doubtful  entertain- 
ment and  a  questionable  investment.  Fishers' 
changed  hands,  and  the  "Palm"  took  its  place.  The 
adnlssion  was  10  cents  then.  Tishers'  opened  at 
Seventh  and  Clement.  About  1910  another  house  was 
opened  at  Nineteenth  and  Clement.  It  still  stands, 
but  shut  its  doors  recently.  La  Bonita,  one  of  the 
early  ventures,  is  still  o^ieratins  at  Twenty^third 
and  Clement.  The  Lincoln  was  the  first  pretentious 
house  to  be  built,  on  Sixth  avenue  between  Clement 
and  Oeary  streets.  It  is  still  running.  The 
Coliseum,  at  ninth  and  Clement,  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  3700,  soon  followed. 


HEW  THEATER  IS  Oy  BGTPTLAS  rESIOH 

Plcturesqua  in  design  and  containing  all  of  th« 
latest  inventions  for  the  comfort  of  motion  -plcttire 
enthasiasts,  the  new  Alexandria  Egyptian,  Richmond 
district's  most  modem  rihotoplay  theater,  is  differ- 
ent from  any  other  in  Northern  California.  The  theater 
brings  to  San  Francisco  a  sTiggestion  of  the  famous 
Egyptian  Theater  of  Hollywood,  irfiich  is  reputed  to  he 
hei^t  of  originality  in  movie  theater  construction 
in  America,  ^dilch  means  the  world. 

Alhert  Levin,  manager  of  the  Alexandria  Egyptian, 
opened  the  house. 

Richmond  Masonic  Hall  has  heen  a  center  of  the 
lodge  and  social  life  of  the  district  since  it  was 
"built,  in  1908.  Richmond  Lodge  held  Its  first  pre- 
liminary meeting  on  September  7,  1905,  and  it  was 
granted  a  charter  in  1906. 

MASONS  SDBSCRIBE  TOR  NEW  BUILDING 

At  a  meeting  held  on  March  16,  1907.  $10,000 
was  subscribed  in  20  minutes.  The  lot  at  First  Ave- 
nue and  Clement  was  purchased  and  on  October  17, 
1908,  two  years  from  the  granting  of  the  charter, 
the  cornerstone  of  the  building  was  laid.  Grand 
Master  M.  W.  Lawlor  officiated. 

The  charter  members  of  the  Richmond  Lodge  inc- 
luded Joseph  Baptist,  August  Hermann  Barth,  Edgar 
MacDonald  Bransford,  Benjamin  7.  Clark,  Douglass  B. 
Crane,  John  Paubel,  Havelock  Foumess,  Charles 
Goettlng,  Louis  Albert  Larsen,  Arnold  ¥.  lieehti, 
James  M.  Mann,  Benjamin  A.  Mardis,  Hari'T  2.  Momyer, 
Harry  E.  Momyer  Jr.,  Chalmer  Monday,  William  Pea- 
cock, Robert  W.  Smith,  William  E.  Standart,  Austin 
Tichenor,  and  Alfred  J,  Zobel.  George  H.  Bradner  is 
master  at  this  writing. 


lERSE  LOIX}£S  MEET  IK  KASCfNIC  HAIL 

Thr«e  Masonic  lodges  meet  In  the  hall— Seal  Rock, 
LeT>aaon  and  Richmond.  There  le  an  Eastern  Star  aff- 
iliated vrith  each.  In  addition  to  the  latter,  the 
Better  Friends  Cluh,  fotinded  "by  Mrs.  Herman  Lavson, 
of  which  Mrs.  Carl  D.  Dom  is  now  president,  has  a 
menibershlp  made  tcp  of  women  who  already  "belong  to 
the  Eastern  Star. 

The  Woodmen  of  the  World,  ?orester«,  Balhoa  Par- 
lor of  the  Native  Sons,  a  "brfe  ?h  of  the  T-M-C-A. , 
and  several  other  organizations  hold  forth  In  the 
district.  The  Knights  of  Columhus  are  planning  to 
'bolld  a  handsome  strocture  in  the  near  future. 

Jrignst  30.  1934. 

A  survey  of  all  vacant  lots  remaining  in  the  Park?- 
Presidio  District,  made  on  December  last,  showed  the 
total  numher  to  he  3922.  1852  of  them  had  the  re- 
quired levelling  cooDleted  and  were  ready  to  "build 
on.  In  the  year  1923,  there  were  1111  hulldlng  -per- 
mits issued.  Should  there  he  only  the  same  numher 
of  buildings  erected  in  1924,  only  741  level  build- 
ing lots  will  remain  in  the  district.  Only  2000  lots 
remained  in  the  district  on  irdilch  street  woric  had 
not  been  done,  or  where  the  streets  were  macadam. 
Two  more  years  or  lest  are  likely  to  see  the  dis- 
trict "built  up  solidly. 

BUILDS  UP  LIKE  A  MAGIC  CITY 

Like  a  magic  city  in  the  Arabian  Nights,  the  dis- 
trict has  grown  oveml^t,  almost,  into  a  nrorperous 
alert  city  in  Itself.  Geary  street  and  Clement 
street  have  active  merchants'  associations.  There 
are  enthusiastic  Parent-Teacher  Associations  in  the 
schools.  The  shops  are  filled  with  excellent  mer- 
chandise, and  the  variety  of  them  would  satisfy  any 
city  of  twice  the  area. 

yrom  the  scattering  little  squatters'  ranches  in 
the  old  days,  to  a  thriving  city  with  a  population 
of90,000,  it  only  a  moment  as  the  history  of  other 
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place*  1*  marked.  Fifteen  or  30  years  tells  the 
story,  instead  of  the  120  that  mi^t  veil  he  re- 
(jaired. 

RISE  OF  DISTHICT  IS  SDHELT  HISTGHT 

One  could  write  on  for  a  year,  and  nerer  ex- 
haust the  interesting  things  ahout  the  Park- 
Presidio  district,  hut  the  veek  is  tcp.  The  writer 
hopes  that  those  who  have  memories  of  the  days 
that  are  going  so  swiftly  will  not  let  the  tra- 
dition die.  The  tale  of  the  conquest  of  the 
sand,  and  the  subduing  of  the  wastes  is  as  truly 
a  history  of  human  accomplishment  as  any  other 
story  of  "dering  do," 

On  Monday  we  %fill  cross  the  nark  to  the 
Sunset  District,  younger  sister  of  the  Park- 
Presidio,  hut  harboring  in  its  streets  as  imich 
of  the  romance  of  old  San  Francisco  as  any  other 
of  the  Cities  Within  the  City. 

SeT^temher  1.  1924. 

THE  SUNSET  DISTRICT 
A  HB&IOir  OF  BECKONING  OPPORTUNITIES 

Alwiisrs  the  home  seekers  of  San  Francisco  hare 
moved  westward.  Not  for  the  descendants  of  those 
doughty  men,  the  pioneers,  nor  those  who  hare 
lived  in  the  atmosphere  they  created,  are  the 
crowded  places.  The  true  San  Franciscan  needs  el- 
bow room,  and  will  hattle  with  sand  wastes  to 
get  it.  With  the  calm  assurance  horn  of  accomplish- 
ment, the  people  of  that  fascinating  young  city 
called  the  S  unset  are  conquering  the  last  remain- 
ing stron^iold  of  the  Great  Sand  Waste  of  the  early- 
day  mc^s.  It  will  not  he  long  before  the  last 
vestige  of  the  sand  dunes  will  be  gone,  buried 
tinder  well-engineered  streets  and  flower-surround- 
ed homes.  People  vho   are  still  young  can  remember 
when  there  were  no  more  than  a  handful  of  houses 
in  the  whole  of  the  Sunset  district.  They  will 
still  be  young  ^^len  the  last  lot  is  graded  and  the 
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newest  street  is  oonmleted.  All  that  will  be 
left  of  the  sand  will  "be  the  light  soil  in 
the  gardens  and  the  strip  of  heach  heyond  the 
"break-vater  at  the  Esplanade. 

STIU.  BATTLE  PLACE  LEST 

Bat  there  is  still  enon/^  of  the  hat tie 
left  to  please  the  coxirageous  ones.  The  en- 
croaching houses  are  closing  in  from  the  heach 
sJi6.  from  the  north  and  the  south  and  the  east. 
Hovs  of  trim  buildings  are  marching  vith  in- 
evitable decision  into  the  very  heart  of  the 
ungraded  ground  yet  remaining.  The  spirit  of 
the  Sunset  is  taking  fozm  and  substance.  The 
business  section  is  growing  into  a  very  com- 
plete shopping  center.  A  fine  library,  good 
schools  and  churches,  two  newspapers,  a  thea- 
ter and  all  the  ;;> roper  accompaninants  of  a 
complete  community  are  at  hand.  Taking  the 
district  as  a  vhole,  from  Stanyan  on  the  east, 
Sloat  boulevard  on  the  south,  the  mighty  Tslo- 
Ific  on  the  west,  and  the  Oolden  Grate  Fazk  on 
t}ie  north,  the  Sunset  District  has  a  popul- 
ation of  nearly  50,000. 

QBLT  TWO  HOUSES  LATE  AS  1885 

As  late  as  1885  there  *fere  but  two  houses 
on  the  street  that  is  now  called  Lincoln  way. 
One  was  the  White  House,  a  roadhouse  over  vAich 
the  genial  Billy  White  presided,  at  Third  ave- 
nue, and  the  home  of  Willian  Reynolds,  at 
Fourteenth  avenue  and  Lincoln  way.  Reynolds  *fas 
eraDloyed  by  the  Market  Street  Hcilway  as  a 
watchman. 

The  first  oar  line  was  proposed  in  1879, 
i^en  a  franchise  was  granted  to  Leland  Stanford, 
Charles  Crocker  and  Collis  P.  Huntington  for  a 
steam  railroad  conmenein;?  on  Stanyan  street  and 
connecting  with  Eaight  street,  and  thence  on 
Stanyan  and  Waller  streets  to  E  street,  now 
Lincoln  hi^«ey,  ajxd  out  to  the  ocean.  In  1883 
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this  franchise  vas  extended  along  the  Great 
hl^way  to  0  street,  and  connection  also  i#as 
made  with  the  car  line  on  Hal^t  street.  The 
line  was  kno\m  as  the  Paric  and  Ocean  Rail- 
road and  continued  as  a  steam  line  until  1906, 
yihm.   electricity  replaced  the  steam.  Old- 
timers  who  rememher  the  days  "before  the  great 
fire  tell  of  the  sand  drifts  that  would  sift 
down  on  the  hrave  little  line,  covering  the 
tracks  *ul  sometimes  tying  up  the  road  for 
daja  on  end. 

GSTTZNO  TO  BEACH  RISDT 

Getting  to  the  heach  and  "back  along  the 
Lincoln  hl^way  via  the  steam  train  was  a  reA 
adventure.  If  one  reached  the  western  edge  of 
the  danes,  coming  hack  was  still  "before  one. 
It  was  a  commonplace  to  walk  hack  throu^  the 
pazfc.  There  were  seven  stops  on  the  line,  all 
of  them  hecause  of  some  special  feature  in 
Golden  Gate  Paik.  The  old  Huntington  Falls 
station  building  is  still  standing,  and  very 
queer  it  looks  with  its  ornate  millwork  and 
Its  faded  -naint  in  contrast  with  the  handsome 
■tone  of  the  "buildings  a  hlock  or  two  away. 
Opposite  the  Chain  of  Lakes  station,  there  was 
a  mighty  sand  hluff .  It  rose  straight  xcp  from 
the  tracks,  and  the  marvel  is  that  it  did  not 
engulf  them.  I  wonder  if  any  of  the  crowd 
remembers  the  day  that  a  score  of  youngsters 
on  a  picnic  climbed  up  that  bluff  and  went 
sliding  and  leaping  In  the  great  sand  hills 
that  stretched  like  a  sea  in  every  direction. 
That  was  less  than  20  years  ago,  and  yester- 
day I  tried  to  coax  back  the  vision  of  the 
sand  dunes  into  my  memory,  but  there  were  only 
orderly  streets  and  neat  houses  to  see. 

KiaCS  I3I9TBICT  IH  TEAR  1887 

Aorellus  E,  Buckingham  (1855-1907)  left 
the  city  assessor's  office  and  went  into  private 
real  estate  business  in  1886.  He  commenced 


operations  In  a  district  lying  south  of  Golden 
Gate  Parte  and  westerly  from  Stanyan  street, 
^ere  the  Sutro  forest  now  stands.  He  called 
the  property  the  "Sunset  district"  in  1887. 
One  of  the  larger  individual  purchasers  for 
%dioBt  he  operated  was  one  J.  F.  Smith,  idiose 
name  appears  in  the  old  title  records.  This  is 
apparently  the  first  tine  the  ronantlc  and 
most  appropriate  name  was  applied  to  the  dis- 
trict. Lincoln  way,  from  Fifth  avenue  westerly, 
and  south  for  two  or  three  "blocks  from  the 
steam  line  was  the  scene  of  the  first  subdiv- 
ision. The  matter  of  controlling  the  sand  was 
no  small  prohlem.  It  was  solved  by  contracting 
with  a  nan  named  O'Brien  to  haul  red  rock  from 
a  qoarry  on  the  Sutro  traxjt  near  the  present 
site  of  the  Affiliated  Collegss. 

BOCE  SPBSAD,  OATS  SOVH 

The  rock  was  spread  in  a  thin  layer  ov»r 
the  sand  after  the  shifting  dunes  had  been  gra- 
ded flat.  The  red  rock  was  also  used  in  the 
construction  of  macadam  streets.  After  the  rock 
had  been  spread  over  the  sand,  oats  were  sown, 
the  blocks  subdivided  and  sold.  Oats  were  used 
as  the  cheapest  seed  obtainable.  It  was  cheap 
because  it  contained  quantities  of  lupine  and 
mustard  seed.  The  results  were  better  than  the 
expectations.  The  combination  of  the  grain 
with  the  hardy  yellow,  white,  blue  and  purple 
lupine,  with  a  sprinkling  of  the  golden  mustard, 
thou^  it  B::olled  the  food  for  stock,  proved  an 
ideal  combination  for  holding  the  sand  in  place 
and  at  the  same  time  furnishing  a  fine  self- 
perpetuating  source  of  leaf  mold. 

PAHK  DiVIDEa)  TWO  DISTHICTS 

Before  the  laying  out  of  Golden  Gate  Park, 
after  the  report  of  the  Outside  Lands  Commission 
in  1869,  the  histoxy  of  Sunset  was  Inevitably 
entwined  with  the  Park-Presidio.  Until  the  half- 
mile  wids  strip  of  lovely  green  garden  was  conr 
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Jtir»d  Into  "belne  Ijetween  then,  the  two  diitrlcte 
were  as  alike  ae  two  grains  of  sand.  That  de- 
ll^tful  "book  called  "Annals  of  San  Tranclsco," 
published  In  1854,  tells  of  the  estahllshment  of 
the  wonderful  electric  telegraph  on  the  Jut  of 
land  called  Point  Lohos,  in  1853.  A  spirited 
wood  cut  illustrates  the  occasion,  and  the  text 
descrlhes  how  splendid  a  service  will  he  given 
hy  this  ei^t-mlle-long  wire,  reaching  to  the 
Merchants'  Exchange,  \Aen  the  lookout  can  tele- 
graph the  news  of  ap-oroaching  ships,  instead  of 
sending  the  news  "by  a  messenger  on  horseback. 
It  tells  also  of  the  Lone  Motintaln  Cemetery  on 
May  30,  1854,  and  then  It  forsakes  the  western 
end  of  the  city  for  more  populated  regions. 

PABE  MASKED  OFF  IH  1870 

The  park  was  marked  off  In  1870.  Early  In 
that  decade,  the  squatters  in  what  is  now  the 
Sunset  began  to  understand  that  their  titles 
were  worth  more  than  they  had  believed.  They 
sou^t  to  perfect  their  titles,  but  there  was 
no  way  to  do  so  without  legislation.  The  city 
had  no  title,  nor  did  the  state,  and  it  was 
found  necessary  for  Congress  to  determine  the 
title.  The  city  was  made  party  to  the  petition. 
The  petitioners  combined  and  set  aside  a  parcel 
of  land  running  from  Baker  street  to  the  ocean 
for  the  purpose  of  a  public  park.  The  land  was 
offered  to  the  city  and  was  accepted  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  of  ^diich  Frank  McOoppln 
was  a  member,  McCoppln  took  an  especial  interest 
in  the  praoosed  ipark,  and  after  the  necessary 
resolutions  took  the  matter  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  after  favorable  action  by  that  body 
took  the  petitions  to  Washington,  where  the  tit- 
les were  settled  for  all  time.  McCoppln  was 
elected  mayor  soon  after. 


Se-Dtember  3.  1924. 

SMTD  WASTES  TAKISB  AS  BUIUDINQS  RISE 

Milk  and  gunpowder  were  the  first  indastrlet 
in  the  Suneet  District.  The  gmmovder  was  T)3rac- 
tlcally  contemporary  with  the  first  cow.  There 
were  two  powder  houses  established  in  the  sand 
hills  hy  the  time  the  Cullens  settled  in  the 
district  in  1869.  One  was  "built  at  Third  avenae 

and  one  on  Nineteenth  avenue,  %Aiere  the  tele- 
phone company's  huilding  is  now.  Richard  Cullen 
remeubers  that  they  were  well  established  Inst* 
itutions  before  he  could  remember,  and  he  was 
bom  at  about  Fifth  avenue  and  M,  where  his 
father,  Pat  Oullen,  newly  come  from  the  mines, 
hoii^t  a  place  from  Thomas  Sweeney  and  started 
a  milk  ranch.  The  mines  required  an  enormous 
amount  of  dynamite  for  their  operations,  and  it 
was  considered  provident  to  build  the  factories 
so  far  out  in  the  wilds  that  the  city  could  not 
poflsihly  grow  up  to  them,  every  now  and  then  one 
of  them  would  hlow  up  and  create  quite  a  hit  of 
excitement.  When  the  park  was  under  way  and 
civilisation  commenced  its  westward  march,  the 
powder  houses  moved  to  Pinole,  across  the  hay. 

MIIE-HOUSES  ON  SITE  07  SCHOOL 

Jtillus  7rankel,  now  of  Cotati,  had  a  ranch 
at  Tenth  aven\ie  and  L.  The  McOraths  and  the 
Williams  were  around  Seventh  and  Lincoln  Way.  The 
Rileys  were  there,  too,  and  John  Walsh  and  his 
family  at  ahout  Eleventh  and  M.  The  Milk  Punch 
House  at  Seventh  avenue,  ^ere  the  Laguna  Honda 
school  now  stands,  offered  refreslunents  for  tha 
weary  and  consumed  some  of  the  milk  that  was  Pro- 
duced on  the  nei^borhood  ranches. 

The  way  out  to  the  district  in  those  days  led 
from  Dlvlsadero  street  to  Central  avenue  and  Me- 
andered across  to  about  Third  avenue  and  >iihat  is 
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thm   8oath«m  line  of  the  park,  then  to  Serenth 
ayenoe,  out  Irving  to  Nineteenth  avenue  and  over 
the  hlll«  to  the  old  Ocean  road,  r)arallellne  the 
Sloat  "boulevard  of  these  later  days  and  thence 
to  the  teach,  and  Barney  Farley's  Ocean  House. 
Across  the  street  was  Stagg*s  Place. 

TEAMING  rriTO  CITT  WAS  TAIB 

The  teamlne  was  -pretty  fair  Into  the  city 
for  the  ranchers,  and  even  the  teamsters  from  the 
powder  houses  dldnH  have  too  had  a  time,  espec- 
ially with  the  help  of  the  stopovers  at  the  road 
houses.  The  horses  that  were  hred  in  California 
In  those  days  were  the  direct  descendants  of  the 
hardy  horseflesh  that  had  imlled  the  prairie 
wagons  eu:ross  the  uncharted  continent,  and  a  fev 
miles  of  sand  was  nothing  to  them  nor  to  their 
hBUPdy  drivers.  Speaking  of  horses,  John  Moffltt 
tells  of  one  glorious  race  at  the  Bay  District 
track,  when  a  California  horse,  horn  and  raised 
on  the  western  soil,  the  Incomparahle  "Tad 
Stevens,  ••  ran  16  miles  to  victory,  hestlng  some 
of  the  most  famous  horses  of  the  country  that 
had  heen  Imported  to  please  the  *hlg  time"  sjKjrts 
whose  name  was  legion  In  the  old  days  In  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Golden  Gate  Paxk  and  Its  history  has  always 
heen  Identified  with  the  growth  of  the  Sunset,  and 
most  of  the  old  timers  ^iho   came  to  the  district  in 
the  early  days  worked  at  the  grading  and  the  tree 
planting.  Thomas  Sweeney,  who  later  "became  rl^t 
hand  man  for  Adolph  Sutro,  used  to  love  the  walk 
up  to  the  top  of  Strawberry  hill  In  the  siftemoons. 
The  hill  was  always  there,  and  the  children  used 
to  go  there  for  strawberries  and  hlackherries.  T  he 
view  was  wonderful,  "but  the  winds  from  the  ocean 
were  keen,  so  S  weeney  "built  an  ohservatoiy  at  the 
top  of  the  hill,  a  massive  pile  of  red  rock,  and 
windows  and  a  little  tower  with  a  winding  stair- 
case that  led  to  the  halcony,  with  a  driveway  for 
carriages  in  the  middle,  like  the  old  palm  court 
of  the  Palace  Hote^. 
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SARTEqCAXZ  WAS  ITS  IXXM 

It  stood  for  years,  until  the  careless  hand  of 
the  earthquake  of  1906  shook  It  dovn,  a  rendervous 
for  visitors  to  the  park  and  a  wonderful  place  to 
go  for  the  view.  It  was  most  romantic,  too,  climT)- 
ing  up  the  wooded  sides  of  the  hill  along  the  paths 
discreetly  screened  "by  the  foliage  with  the  tinkle 
of  Huntington  falls  "below.  I  liave  an  Idea  that  a 
census  accurately  taken  jfould  show  that  nany  a  ro- 
mance was  "begun  and  riiany  a  proposal  accepted  on 
that  old  hill.  It  certainly  carries  out  the  specif- 
ication of  the  original  reconnendations  of  the 
Outside  Lands  Commission  for  "sylvan  retreats". 

SenotWH^Sr  3.  1934. 

SONSBT  BOCW  S^AaTED  BT  MID-WIUTER  FAIH 

With  the  old-timers  who  had  faith  in  the  Sunset 
and  who  link  the  old  days  of  the  rrmchen  with  the 
new  days  of  the  "beautiful  young  city  Carl  a.  larsen 
mast  "be  listed.  In  1889  ho  "bou,<!ht  land  in  the  Sun- 
set, and  from  that  day  until  this  has  "been  adding 
to  his  holdings,  fluting  for  transportation,  work- 
ing for  the  ■building  of  streets  and  the  restraining 
of  the  sand,  one  of  the  early  San  Franciscans  who 
•aw  visions  and  set  out  to  accomplish  them.  He  came 
to  San  Trandsco  in  1869,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
as  carpenter  for  some  years.  Later  he  established 
the  Tlvoll  Cafe,  *here  some  of  the  most  famous 
■ports  and  "bon  vlvants  of  the  growing  city  held 
forth  In  the  early  days. 

STAICKD  CHICICSN  RABCH  IS  1890 

Larsen  estahlished  a  chicken  ranch  in  the  Sunset 
in  1890,  and  the  old  place  still  Is  .Toing  full  force, 
with  3000  chickens  laying  eggs  for  the  restaurant. 
It's  an  odd  picture,  looking  over  the  q^riint  white 
picket  fence,  down  the  hill  to  nrhere  the  "bea*.tlful 
Shriners*  Children's  Hospital  stretches  in  well- 
constructed  modernity  Just  "below,  and  ^ere  the 


41 


•hlnlng  ribbon  of  asphalt  marke  Nineteenth  ave- 
nue and  the  pasrade  of  automohlles  goes  on  day 
and  nl^t. 

Se  Gonl,  a  fat  ^Ite  horse,  one-time  pride 
of  the  rire  Department,  for  20  years  a  faithful 
servitor  of  the  fire  engines,  is  a  pensioner  at 
the  ranch.  He  is  36  years  old  now,  and  there  is 
still  fire  in  his  eye  and  a  gallant  flip  to  his 
tall,  and  his  round  white  sides  glisten  with 
mature  well  "being. 

PERIOD  OF  GROWTH  DORIKG  TEE  'SOs 

There  was  a  period  of  almost  imperceptlhle 
growth  in  the  Sunset  during  the  eighties.  The 
folks  lAo  lived  there  went  quietly  ahout  rais- 
ing their  children  and  their  gardens  and  wel- 
coming the  few  newcomers  lAxo  ventured  into  the 
sand  dunes.  John  Finn  had  a  milk  ranch  in  the 
hills,  and  one  night  when  he  came  down  the  road 
with  his  milk  cans,  for  milk  y&a   delivered  in 
the  early  morning  in  those  days  and  the  way  into 
the  city  was  long  and  xmcertain,  he  was  mired 
in  the  sink  hole  that  was  nearhy  Bill  Mahoney's 
house.  Finn  thou^t  he  was  drowning,  and  he  made 
a  good  deal  of  noise  and  woke  the  Mahoneys. 
After  a  lot  of  trouble  the  team  and  the  load 
were  dragged  to  safety  and  the  long  journey  into 
the  city  was  continued.  It's  hard  to  imagine 
anything  so  primitive  taking  place  in  the  nei^- 
horhood  as  it  stands  today,  hut  It  serves  to 
Illustrate  how  short  a  spaa  lies  "between  the  old 
and  the  new. 

The  Mid-Winter  Fair  was  the  "beginning  of  the 
real  growth  of  the  Sunset.  "7i8itors  to  the  fair 
saw  the  possi"bllltle8  and  began  coming  in  con- 
siderable number  to  make  their  home. 

COMMITTEE  SET  SITE  IK  1893 

On  July  9,  1893,  a  committee  of  citiaens,  con- 
sisting of  I.  C.  Stump,  H.  B.  Mitchell.  A.  A. 
Andrews  and  M.  H.  de  Young,  representing  the  Expo- 
sition Committee,  held  a  conference  at  the  Parte 
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Lode*  with  tho  commissioners  in  offles  at  that 
time  -  W,  W.  Stow,  Joseph  Aastln  and  Seneral 
R.  F«  Eaamond.  A  nuiober  of  sites  were  discussed, 
and  Concert  Valley,  east  of  Strawberry  Hill  and 
Stow  Lake,  the  whole  covering  ahout  50  acres, 
was  decided  upon.  The  work  of  patting  the  ground 
into  shape  was  hegun  Immediately,  the  first 
shovelful  of  earth  helng  turned  amid  the  sound 
of  "booming  cannon,  patriotic  unislc  and  ml^ty 
oratory.  Among  the  speakers  were  General  R.  P. 
Hasmopd,  General  V,  H,  L.  Barnes,  Irving  M. 
Scott,  Alexander  Badlaa,  Rabbi  Toorsanger  and 
the  Rev.  John  Hemphill.  The  crowd  was  the  great- 
est that  had  ever  assembled  In  the  park. 

The  gates  of  the  fair  officially  were  opened 
Jfiomary  27,  1894,  and  the  first  day's  admiesione 
numbered  72,248,  with  receipts  of  more  than 
$30,000.  The  main  entrance  was  on  the  main  drive, 
Just  east  of  the  old  raaseum,  and  the  second  ent- 
rance was  on  Lincoln  way  Opnosite  Ninth  avenue. 
The  fair  continued  for  about  six  months,  and,  be- 
sides making  many  Tjeroanent  Inprovements  in  the 
park,  left  a  surplus  of  3200,000. 

And  at  that  time  there  were  scarcely  20  houses 
between  Stanyan  street  and  the  Ocean  beach. 

Pat  Furlong  had  built  a  very  quaint  roadhouse 
at  Seventh  avenue  and  Irving  street.  It  was  that- 
ched with  grass,  like  a  true  bit  of  the  old  sod, 
and,  because  he  kept  an  attnwstive  and  orderly 
■nlace  and  served  excellent  refreshment,  much  of 
the  business  that  the  fair  brought  flowed  In  his 
direction.  He  became  a  real  pioneer  in  the  active 
and  thriving  business  district  that  characterizes 
Irving  street  today.  The  old  place  is  no  longer 
an  isolated  building  in  the  \iaste.  It  is  the  cor- 
ner of  a  solidly  built  bjock.  All  that  Is  left  of 
its  old  life  Is  the  faintly  visible  sign,  "Irish 
Tavern,*  that  shines  through  the  paintwork  and  a 
couple  of  pretty  das^ters  who  sell  paper  patterns 
and  blue  ribbons  over  a  busy  counter. 
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^gpteniber  4.  1924. 

COLX£OX  AND  SCHOOLS  PLACS  SUKSZT  IH 
TORE  AS  XIX7CATI0N  CI33TER 

The  lUttes  linked  with  the  hlstoxy  of  the  Sunset 
in  the  last  30  years,  since  the  district  hecame  a 
place  of  home  sites  instead  of  a  ranching  conununity, 
are  many  and  "beloved.  Ed  Cox,  veteran  "builder,  mxt 
up  his  first  btuv^low  in  1895,  and  like  so  many  of 
the  ro'bust  old-timers,  a^e  has  not  withered  nor 
custom  staled  his  activity  in  the  district.  Phil 
Diets  is  another  of  the  -nioneers  of  the  *908*  Frank 
Dessel  has  "been  in  hasinets  in  the  district  for  17 
years. 

The  picture  of  the  old  Park  Police  station  in 
yesterday's  Bulletin,  shows  one  of  the  picturesque 

groups  of  the  old  days.  Captain  L.  M.  Thonpson, 
leader  of  the  dashing  Park  Grays,  crack  police  out- 
fit of  San  Trancisco,  was  one  of  the  most  "beloved 
of  the  old-timers.  His  men  used  to  wear  a  very  ela- 
"borate  tmifoxm  of  gray,  "braided  in  complicated 
pattern,  and  they  rode  splendid  chargers  along  ths 
paths  of  the  park,  and  occasionally  into  the  sand 
dunes  of  the  then  Sunset  district  after  the  small 
"boys  \^o  are  staid  "business  men  now.  It  takes  82 
officers  to  police  the  paxic  and  the  Sunset  district 
in  these  days.  Captain  John  0*Me«ora  and  Sergeant 

William  Ferguson  direct  them,  and  there  is  plenty 
to  keep  them  very  "busy  indeed,  espedailly  the  hand- 
ling of  the  heavy  traffic  along  the  highways.  Of 
the  old-timers,  Manuel  La  Guerra  and  James  Kavanau^ 
are  still  with  the  Park  station. 

MOST  OP  rOHBOT  PLAUT3CD  IN  1887 

Adolph  Sutro  seemed  to  delight  in  changing  the 
face  of  nature  in  a  large  fashion.  The  plantlxig  of 
Sutro  forest  made  the  great  grove  of  eucalyptus  and 
cedar  a  notable  ^aTt  of  the  topogra-nhy  of  the  city, 
and  to  the  casual  visitor  the  forest  might  well  he 
a  'irlmltive  one.  The  major  part  of  the  trees  were 
planted  about  1887,  some  of  then  hy  school  children 
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on  "arbor  day,"  other*  try  a  gang  of  laborers 
1^0  dtug  the  holes  and  put  In  the  young  seed- 
lings. Ihicalyptus  had  proved  an  excellent 
tree  for  holding  the  sand  and  for  fending  for 
itself  without  attention,  OTer  in  the  park, 
and  the  hea-vy  growth  of  the  forest  bears  wit- 
ness to  the  fact. 

If  there  is  a  lovelier  setting  for  any 
group  of  pablic  hull  dings  than  the  daik  green 
"background  of  the  Affiliated  Colleges,  I  do 
not  know  of  it. 

Sutro  gave  13  acres  of  land  to  the  city 
for  the  site,  and  the  hollding  operations  he- 
gan  In  1895.  Fonda  had  heen  provided  by  the 
Legislature  to  erect  buildings  for  law,  med" 
Iclne,  dentistry  and  pharmacy,  and  eventually 
the  law  building  was  transferred  hy  the  Board 
of  Regents  to  the  Medical  School.  Dr.  E.  E. 
Poland  had  erected  a  building  downtown  to 
serve  as  a  nocleus  of  a  medical  school.  It  was 
subsequently  known  as  Toland  Eall,  and  In  1372 
formally  was  transferred  to  the  regents  of  the 
University  of  California.  In  1898  the  school 
was  moved  to  the  present  site  on  Parnassus 
Heights. 

KSW  HOSPITAL  RBAOT  HI  1917 

In  1917  the  new  University  Hospital  build- 
ing was  coaqpleted  and  occupied,  and  two  years 
later  a  nurses'  home  ir.  coxmection  with  the 
hospital  was  built.  In  1920  an  agreement  of 
affiliation  between  the  school  and  St. Luke's 
Hospital  was  consummated  hy  vAilch  the  clinics 
of  the  latter  are  open  to  the  students  of  the 
Tfelverslty.  The  regents  have  adopted  a  Tilan  for 
the  future  of  the  school  which  Includes  new 
hoildlngs  to  house  many  departments  vdiieh  have 
outgrown  their  quarters  and  to  provide  for  future 
innovations.  The  rauserum  of  anthropology,  one  of 
the  buildings  of  the  group,  contn,in8  more  than 
100,000  ST>eclnens  illuotrnting  the  history  and 
development  of  civilisation  from  the  earliest 
times.  The  estimated  value  is  $5,000,000.  The 


nnieeum  has  'been  open  to  the  public  sinoe  Oct- 
o"ber  4,  1911.  It  ie  the  largest  nniBeun  of  Itt 
kind  weet  of  Chicago  and  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete collection*  of  anthropology  in  the  vorld. 

POLT  HIGH  IS  CITT*S  LABfiXSr 

The  Polytechnic  Hi^  School,  the  largest 
High  School  in  the  city,  occupied  one  of  the 
■building*  of  the  University  group  %diile  its  ovn 
home  was  "being  constructed.  The  new  Tjuilding, 
on  Lincoln  way,  was  completed  in  1914,  and  the 
principal,  James  E.  Addicott,  has  hrou^t  his 
school  to  an  enviahle  place  in  the  sun.  The  new 
stadium  is  heing  constructed  Just  opposite,  with- 
in the  "boundaries  of  Golden  Gate  Park,  and  the 
youngsters  will  certainly  make  the  most  of  it. 

The  Sunset  is  rich  in  educational  opporttinit- 
ies  for  the  students  of  any  age.  With  a  university, 
a  hi^  school  and  excellent  -nilmary  schools,  it 
is  a  far  hark  from  the  days  when  a  few  youngsters 
gathered  in  a  little  shack  lAiere  the  fine  Lagunac 
Honda  Building  now  stands  and  were  tau^t  the 
three  Rs  hy  Mrs.  Mary  0»Neil,  first  principal,  **io 
reigned  in  the  little  school  through  all  its  for- 
tunes from  1890  until  1912,  lAen  she  retired. 

S  e-ntember  5.  1924. 

IHSTITUTIOKS  OP  SUNSET  IKPOKPAllT  TO  CITT 

Sunset  is  a  district  of  superlatives.  Still 
in  its  first  childhood,  its  pleasant  streets 
hold  institutions  of  much  moment  to  the  *diole  of 
the  mother  city.  The  Shriners'  Hospital  on 
Nineteenth  avenue  and  Lawton  street,  "begun  in 
1922  and  completed  a  year  later,  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  evidences  of  the  great  work  that  may 
"be  done  "by  intelligent  concerted  effort.  The 
comer-stone  was  laid  in  June,  1922,  "by  Imperial 
Potentate  Ernest  Outts,  during  the  convention 
of  the  Imperial  Council  here  at  that  time.  The 
cost  of  the  huilding  was  ^5,000,  exclusive  of 
the  lot,  a  gift  from  the  Islam  chapter  of  San- 
Francisco,  which  cost  $50,000. 
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The  hospital  is  one  of  a  chain  maintained  Isy 
the  Shxdnere  of  North  America  through  an  asseBs- 
ment  of  ^  -per  capita  of  the  mem'berfihip.  Seven 
hospitals  hatre  heen  coarpleted,  and  several  more 
are  contemplated.  The  hospital  is  the  only  inst- 
itution of  its  kind  in  the  city  >diioh  charges 
absolutely  nothing  to  either  patients  in  the 
heds  or  in  the  oat-patient  de-partment. 

ANT  SICK  CHILD  IS  ELIGIBLE 

Any  sick  child  trfiose  parents  are  unable  to 
afford  adequate  medical  or  hospital  care  is 
eligible  while  there  is  room  in  the  hospital, 
without  consideration  of  creed  or  nationality. 
There  are  50  beds,  and  from  50  to  75  children  are 
treated  ereiy  Thursday  in  the  out-patient  dep- 
artment. In  the  short  time  that  the  hos^^ital  has 
been  in  active  operation,  120  children  have  been 
discliarged  as  cured,  not  counting  the  cases  in 
the  out-patient  clinic.  The  overhead  of  the  inst- 
itution for  payroll  and  supplies  is  $7000  monthly. 

Or.  W  alter  I.Bcildvln  is  chief  suzigeon,  and 
Miss  Gertrude  H.  Falendorf  is  superintezxdent.  The 
board  of  directors  includes  John  B.  McGllvray, 
chairman:  Smest  C.  Heuter,  vice-chairman;  Artliur 
Joel,  secretary:  Charles  G.  Gebliardt,  Francis  T. 
Xeesling,  William  Vordeu  and  Joseph  Eeineberg. 

VIBELESS  STATION  DISTRICT  FEATUBE 

The  Sunset  boasts  another  unique  institution. 
The  wireless  station  of  the  Federal  Telegraph 
Conr^any,  the  only  cosmerclid.  sending  station  in 
the  city  ^iroper,  stands  with  its  formidable  towers 
and  spreading  antennae  on  the  ocean  beach  and 
keeps  the  shirks  at  sea  as  far  as  Yokohama  and  Syd- 
ney in  intimate  touch  with  the  land.  Incidentally, 
thoseSOO  foot  towers  are  built  not  of  steel,  but  of 
wood  -  selected  fir  -  and  since  the  time  they  were 
first  erected  in  1910,  until  the  present  moment. 
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throu^  all  the  strsss  and  strain  of  weather  and 
uae,  there  has  heen  no  need  to  renew  them. 

STATION  BOUGHT  BT  GOVERHMEHT 

The  station  first  was  erected  to  comminioate 
with  Portland  and  Los  Angeles,  and  in  it  the  now 
famous  Dr.  Lee  Deforest  made  some  of  the  experim- 
ents that  have  made  his  name  a  hyvord  wherever  the 
radio  fans  hold  forth.  That  was  in  1912,  v^ien 
radio  was  the  yonngest  infant  of  all  the  infloit 
industries.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  navy 
hou^t  the  equipment  from  the  Federal,  and  three 
years  later  sold  it  hack  to  them.  Harry  E.  Coyle 
is  chief  operator  there  now,  with  two  men  to  spell 
him  on  ei^t-hour  shifts,  and  all  the  multitude 
of  messages  that  are  sat\irating  the  air  from  the 
ships  at  sea  are  can^t  and  sifted  for  the  special 
nessages  that  are  directed  to  station  EFS.  The 
station,  which  is  admittedly  one  of  the  hest 
marine  stations  in  the  cotmtxy,  has  hoth  sparic 
and  arc  equipment.  The  antennae  are  used  for  send- 
ing only,  and  for  receiving  there  are  two  coils 
which  may  he  turned  from  inside  the  station  in 
the  direction  fxx>m  idiich  the  message  is  coming. 

PLATGRODHD  IS  BEITTO  BUILT 

At  the  far  comer  of  the  Sunset  is  hull  ding 
the  most  heautifol  -olay  ^otind  that  lovers  of  the 
out-of-doors  have  heen  ahle  to  cAnjure  into  their 
imaginations.  Even  in  a  city  of  superlative  parks, 
the  Pleishhacker  Memorial  Playground,  with  its 
hroad  tree-sheltered  swimming  pool  and  the  other 
features  that  are  planned,  will  he  a  thing  to 
marvel  at. 

The  first  church  in  the  iunset  developed 
from  the  Sunday  school  organized  in  December,  1895, 
hy  Rev.  L.  L.  Wirt,  superintendent  of  the  Congre- 
gational Sunday  School  and  Publishing  Society.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  school  was  held  in  an  xumsed 
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storeroom  on  the  east  side  of  Klnth  avenue,  "bet- 
ween Htigo  and  Irving  streets.  With  the  co-oper- 
ation of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Tuttle,  18  mesOiers 
had  heen  enrolled  out  of  the  40  families  in  the 
neig^horhood.  From  the  gift  of  an  organ  hy  Mrs. 
Sarah  B,  Cooper,  the  school  was  called  the 
Cooper  Congregational  Sunday  School.  The  church 
was  established  on  April  9,  1896,  with  28  mem- 
"bers.  The  Reverend  Harry  Perks  was  the  first 
resident  pastor.  The  name  was  changed  to  Sunset 
Congregational  Church  in  1899,  and  the  huilding 
was  dedicated  on  February  2,  1902. 

ST.  AHKE'S  CHUHCH  INCOTDSS  SCHOOL 

St.  Anne's  Catholic  Church  is  one  of  the 
important  institutions  in  the  district  and  inc- 
ludes a  fine  school  and  a  nevly  completed  con- 
vent for  the  Sisters  of  the  Presentation  Order. 
Every  year  thousands  of  T)iigrlm8  seek  the  church 
and  the  relic  of  St. Anne  which  is  enshrined  in  a 
special  altar  at  the  side  of  the  main  nave  of 
the  church. 

The  church  is  not  old  as  history  goes.  It 
was  "begun  in  1904  with  the  appointment  of  Father 
Joseph  J.  McCue  as  first  pastor.  On  December  1, 
of  that  year  the  initial  meeting  was  held.  Among 
those  Tiresent  were  Albert  IXilip,  Pat  Furlong, 
Daniel' Collins,  William  A.  O'Connor,  Philip  Diets, 
William  Simpson,  Sugene  Crummey,  John  Connolly 
and  Mrs.  Julia  ^igley. 

The  site  of  the  church  on  Irving  street, 
between  Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  avenues,  was 
given  by  Mrs,  Jetne   Callahan,  and  additional  land 
was  purchased  by  the  late  Father  Kirby  and  Father 
McCiie.  Plans  were  drawn  by  E.  J.  Sarin,  and  OrPv 
Qjiinn  was  awarded  the  contract.  The  church  \»b 
dedicated  by  the  late  Archbishop  Montgomery,  Oct- 
ober 1,  1905.  Father  McCue  celebrating  mass  and 
Monsigneur  Prendergast  preaching  the  sermon. 
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Three  'babies  were  linptised  on  that  date-Mlchaal 
J.  Conklin,  Sdward  Sweeney  and  Joseph  Langley. 
John  Curley  and  Catherine  Quinn  were  the  first 
couple  to  he  married  in  the  church,  October  25, 
1905. 

The  present  psMtor,  Hev.  Villiam  G.  O'Mahoney, 
asstmed  charge  of  the  parish  July  1,  1911 »  and 
it  is  doe  in  a  large  part  to  his  unfailing  eff- 
orts that  the  school  and  the  convent  have  heen 
huilt.  There  are  400  pupils  in  the  school  at  pre- 
sent. 

Sep^?p>h?r  6,  l^^Aj. 

Subset  is  Just  at  the  edge  of  a  great  new 
growth,  \^ere  the  houses  are  scattered  two  or 
three  to  a  "block,  and  the  sand  is  still  a  cons- 
tant enemy  to  the  new  laid  streets,  the  sounds 
of  "building  are  all  about.  New  stores  are  open- 
ing their  doors  all  along  the  "business  streets, 
not  Just  stores  of  the  necessities  "but  charming 
displsiys  of  such  merchandise  as  a  really  sophis- 
ticated neighborhood  demands.  The  Merchants' 
Association,  under  the  able  leadership  of  W.  C. 
Lewis,  president,  is  accomplishing  wonders.  Old 
timers  and  new  comers  to  the  district,  the  mem- 
bers are  woiMng  with  single  minded  interest 
for  the  growth  of  their  beloved  Sunset.  William 
Stai^,  A.  Heller,  M.  Jelinski,  J.  L.  Danner,  S. 
J.  Mooney,  Edward  Cow,  Sdwin  Toepke,  F.  E.  Lang 
and  Mrs.  O'Looney  are  the  officers  of  the  org- 
anisation. The  immediate  aims  are  the  cutting 
through  of  the  Duboce  ttinnel,  the  placing  of  add- 
itional street  lights,  and  plans  for  a  Christmas 
cami-ral  this  year. 

LODGES,  CLUBS  HOOBISHING 

The  district  gave  the  San  Francisco  Congress 
of  Mothers  and  Parent  Teacher  Association  its  new 
president,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Benson,  past  president  of 


50 


the  Jefferson  PVP.A,  logona  Honda  P.  T.  A.  is 
led  "by  Mrs.  Charles  G,  J.  Joaue  and  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Salvllle  is  the  nev  head  of  the  Columbas  P.  T, 
A.  The  children  of  Lagona  Honda  School  have 
made  remarkable  records  for  athletic  prowess 
throTi^  the  work  of  Miss  Ethel  Lynch,  athletic 
instructor,  in  co-operation  with  the  principal. 
Miss  Jeanette  C.  Hillman, 

There  is  a  fine  Masonic  hall  in  the  distr- 
ict, and  numerous  lodges  and  cluh,  sure  evidence 
of  a  Tinlted  community,  are  growinc:  in  strength 
and  membership. 

HUD  BULLETS  IH  OLD  WALLS 

Whsn  Joseph  Theriot  moved  into  the  district 
Just  after  the  great  fire  and  started  a  "business 
there,  he  had  to  plow  through  the  sand  for  near- 
ly a  mile  to  the  nearest  store.  Lately,  when  the 
old  Sweeney  house  was  torn  down  to  make  room  for 
new  buildings,  it  was  found  that  the  walls  had 
been  reinforced  with  packed  sjsnd  and  that  the 
sand  was  full  of  bullets,  mte  evidence  of  the 
violent  and  Tjointed  arguments  over  land  titles 
in  the  days  «hen  the  Sunset  *!as  ranching  ground 
and  when  every  nan  could  keep  what  he  could  hold. 
Gone  are  all  those  times.  The  roost  active  conquest 
la  with  the  sand  dunes,  an^  the  only  weapons  the 
plow  and  tine  concrete  machines,  but  the  romance 
still  lingers.  Out  on  the  beach,  where  only  a  few 
old  remnants  of  the  d-nys  of  the  sports  are  left, 
the  trim  automobiles  flash  by  over  smooth  pave- 
ments. Gone  is  Sheehan's  ^ere  the  fighters  used 
to  train.  Corbett,  Jack  Johnson,  with  his  white 
wife  pacing  him  with  a  trotting  horse,  poor  "Kid" 
McCoy  and  the  rest. 

MTSTEHT  HOUSE  HOW  IS  TAIT'S 

The  House  of  Mystery,  "Brooks'  Folly,"  am  it 
was  once  called,  after  John  Brooks  spent  a  fortune 
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"ballding  the  great  square  frame  house  from  a 
ahipload  of  lumber  cast  on  the  heach  from  a 
wreck,  la  still  there.  It  has  passed  throu^ 
many  fortunes  and  John  Talt  Is  keeping  a 
fine  restaurant  In  It.  For  years  a  woman  of 
mystery  with  a  queer  group  of  ohscure  cult- 
ists  around  her  lived  in  it,  and  people  look- 
ed askance  as  they  passed. 

There  is  the  tang  of  the  sea  in  the  San- 
set,  and  the  true  spirit  of  San  Francisco  in 
the  healtb-givibg  fog  and  winds  that  sweep  in 
from  the  great  sea.  The  district  is  young 
with  the  youth  that  is  perennial,  and  still 
will  he  young  ^en  the  last  sand  dune  is  hur- 
led deep  \inder  a  garden,  for  the  ocean  is  al- 
ways at  the  edge  of  it,  and  the  ocean  is  as 
old  as  the  world  and  as  new  as  tomorrow.  A 
thousand  romances  live  in  the  hills  and  the 
▼alleys  that  sweep  down  to  the  sea,  "but  the 
reader  must  seek  out  the  rest  for  himself, 
for  the  week  is  ended.  On  Monday  we'll  cross 
the  range  to  the  lovely  city  within  the  city. 
West  of  Twin  Peaks. 

Ser^temher  8.  1934, 

VEST  OF  TWIH  PEAKS  ABEA 
IS  TOOTHFOL  MD  HQPEFOL 

There  is  a  magic  city,  new  sprung  on  the 
western  slopes  of  Twin  Peaks,  newest  realiz- 
ation of  the  dreams  of  pioneers.  The  first  city, 
the  teeming,  plush^lined,  wooden-streeted 
waterfront  of  the  honanza  days,  was  huilt  in  a 
year  or  two.  For  it  the  markets  of  the  East 
and  Europe  were  drawn  on  for  the  best  that  was 
to  be  had  in  those  days. 

With  each  successive  march  westward,  San- 
Franciscans  have  lifallt  their  districts  in  the 
newest  and  most  approTsd  fashion-  hut  fashions 
change,  and  home  building  has  made  strides  in 
the  last  half  centujy  and  the  last  decade. 
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The  "beaatifol  Bagdad  -  with  modem  convenlen 
ees  -  its  charming  houses  set  in  exquisite  frame- 
work of  tree  and  shrub,  and  its  winding,  parked 
streets  marking  its  heauty  with  hroad,  smooth 
ribbons  of  shining  parement,  is  a  post  war  pro- 
duct. There  is  more  than  a  suggestion  of  the 
vanished  beauties  of  the  Panama-Pacific  Expos- 
ition about  it.  Many  a  trick  of  exquisite  comb- 
ining  of  line  and  color  and  landscape  learned  by 
the  builders  of  the  ex:oo8ition  have  heen  made  per- 
menent  in  the  City  of  ITreams  Realized  tliat  lies 
west  of  Twin  Peaks. 

MUCH  CHAHM  IN  ITS  APPROACHES 

Kot  a  little  of  the  charm  of  the  newest  city 
within  a  city  is  in  the  approaches  to  it.  One 
may  climb  Tvlh  Peaks  "ty  the  aarrelous  road  that 
circles  the  two  hills  and  with  one*8  eyes  still 
flill  of  the  -oanorama  of  the  older  city  swing 
down  on  the  other  side  into  the  woods  that  frame 
the  new  subdivisions.  There  is  another  approach 
by  way  of  Sloat  boulevard  and  the  ocean,  iiAere 
the  contrast  is  tremendous  again.  The  bleak  rea- 
ches of  the  rolling  sand,  with  the  sea  at  the 
edge  -  their  suddenly  smiling  gardens  and  flower 
beds  ai^  the  straight  erucaly;jtus  trees  at  the 
edge  of  it.  Open  streets  from  Nineteenth  avenue 
or  the  lovely  vista  from  Ocean  avenue  past  West- 
wood  park.  Through  the  narrow  defile  and  Laguna 
Honda,  past  the  garden  with  the  white  bee  hives 
and  the  dazzling  flower  beds  on  Relief  Rome 
grounds,  one  follows  the  old,  old  road  that  used 
to  be  way  to  the  ocean  in  tlie  days  of  the  ranches. 

The  country  is  new  as  a  city,  but  it  is  not 
new  in  the  history  of  the  first  days  of  SanPranclsco. 

It  was  in  1846  that  Alfred  A.  Greene  of  Steven- 
son's regiment  built  himself  a  house  on  the  shores 
of  Laguna  Puerca  -  Mud  lake  in  the  later  days  of 
Anglo-Saxon  realism-  where  the  Boy  Scout  caaip  is 
now.  In  1849  his  brother,  Williafii  H.  Greene,  Joined 
him,  and  by  1850  they  had  planted  the  Ocean  Flats, 
now  the  Spring  Valley  property,  with  a  mighty  crop 
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of  'barley  and  330tatoes.  Tha  help  they  had  were 
sailors,  deserting  their  ships  after  the  long 
voyage  around  the  Horn,  in  spite  of  the  three 
year  indenture.  The  sailors  had  a  hard  time  so- 
wing the  land  because  of  the  %d.ld  cattle,  remn- 
ants of  the  still  older  days  of  rthe  Spmish.  Men 
on  horsehack  circled  the  fields  and  drove  away 
the  curious  and  mostly  vicious  hulls.  Six  hund- 
red acres  were  sown.  The  potatoes  were  remarkably 
fine:  and  when  Woodward  of  Woodward's  Gardens 
faate,  needed  supolies  for  his  restaurants,  he 
sought  the  Greene's  crop.  He  didn't  ran  t^  gard- 
ens then,  but  merely  an  eating  house.  In  the  '608 
Alfred  Greene  imported  a  load  of  hogs  from  Aus- 
tralia, and  after  that  there  was  pork  in  the 
Woodward's  cuisine.  In  1865  the  Greenes  sold  320 
acres  of  their  holdings  to  Brooks  and  Felton,  and 
the  house  where  Taits-at-the-Beach  is  now  is 
built  on  -part   of  it. 

HOUSE  BUILT  IK  1854  STILL  STANDS 

George  V.  Greene  was  bom  in  the  old  house 
on  Laguna  Puerta,  his  uncle's.  In  1854,  two  years 
later,  his  father,  William  Greene,  built  a  house 
on  what  is  now  Ocean  avenue.  When  the  laxid  was 
sold  to  the  Spring  Valley,  George  Greene  moved 
the  old  house  to  its  present  site  on  Sloat  boule- 
vard, and  there  it  stands  to  this  day,  sturdy  and 
strong,  still  famished  with  the  old  walnut  furn- 
iture that  was  the  pride  of  our  grandmothers.  The 
picttire  shows  George  Greene,  72  years  young,  stand- 
ing on  the  porch  of  the  old  house,  with  his  dog. 
Pal. 

Daniel  Greene,  another  brother,  and  Lovett 
huilt  the  Ocean  House  in  1851  and  ran  it  for  some 
time.  The  old  Ocean  House  road,  now  Ocean  avenue, 
was  huilt  and  deeded  to  the  city.  A  man  named 
Jitch  got  control  over  7>art  of  it  and  made  a  toll 
road  of  it,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  settlers, 
1^0  felt  that  it  was  an  infringement  on  their  in- 
alienable ri^ts. 
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COTBBTT  HOAD  BtJUP  IK  'eO 


The  Corbett  road,  winding  around  Twin  Peaks 
from  the  city,  was  huilt  ahoat  1860  hy  the  Pioche 
estate,  vdiich  had  heavy  holdings  in  the  district, 
and  completed  By  Fitch,  ytio   made  another  toll 
road  out  of  it.  The  Ocean  House  was  controlled 
soccesiTely  hy  a  nan  named  Arthor,  then  hy  Colon- 
el Dickey,  vho  "built  the  Ocean  View  Riding  and 
Driving  Park,  a  famous  racetrack  in  the  »608.  A 
nan  nemed  Stagg  took  it  over  in  the  '708  and 
"built  many  iaiproveiaents.  Some  of  the  famous  horses 
of  the  time  -  Thad  Stevens,  ovaaed  by  George  and 
Jolm  Treat,  True  Blue  and  "Joe  Daniels"-  ran  on 
its  splendid  tracks. 

Lseson  0.  Simmons  built  the  Beach  House  about 
1851  in  a  little  dip  in  the  valley,  about  a  half 
Bile  fr<»  the  ocean,  and  it  became  a  famous  place. 

BaOIERICK-TEHRT  DDSL  SITE  TEEHE 

Broderick  and  Terry,  friends  then,  used  to 
cone  to  the  Ocean  House  and  sally  forth  on  liorse- 
"back  to  shoot  wild  cattle  licross  the  flats.  The 
cattle  were  a  great  nuisance,  and  the  ranchers  were 
glad  to  get  rid  of  then.  The  hunters  would  only 
take  the  tongues,  as  a  special  delicacy,  and  leave 
the  carrion  to  the  coyotes.  Shades  of  departed  glo- 
ries, with  beefsteak  at  40  cents  a  pound  in  these 
decadent  days. 

Geoi^e  Greene's  father  told  him  that  Senator 
Broderick  slept  in  his  bed  on  the  ni^t  before  the 
Broderick-Terry  duel.  On  the  momentous  morning  they 
went  to  the  daelling  place,  just  outside  the 
San  Prancisco  county  line,  on  account  of  the  refusal 
of  the  authorities  to  permit  the  duel  in  the  county 
limits.  Broderick  w&s  shot  and  died  a  day  or  so 
later.  That  was  in  1856. 
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WHERE  1-HOOM  SHACK  SERVED  NEW  SCHOOL  STANDS 

Mrs,  Joseph  Houston  gave  a  room  of  her  house,  "ballt 
near  the  Ocean  House,  for  the  first  school  In  the  distr- 
ict. She  and  her  husband  were  ranching  and  she  acted  as 
▼isiting  nurse  for  the  ne ichors  when  "birth  or  death 
cane  ajfeong  them.  She  was  nnzch  heloved  in  the  little  farm- 
ing community  that  was  West  of  Twin  ?eaks  in  the  '60s. 
Mrs.  McCJilvary,  an  Englishwoman,  \dxo  had  "been  teaching 
in  Angel's  Camp,  in  Calaveras  coflnty,  %ra«  the  teacher. 
AiDon£  the  pupils  were  Emilia  Creene  and  Walter,  Kate, 
George  and  Danny,  all  of  the  same  clan.  Mary  and  Maggie 
Sorton,  dau^ters  of  Malaga  Norton,  a  rancher,  were 
among  the  number.  Oeorge  Neveomb  was  another  rnzpil.  His 
father  kept  the  Oceansidc  House,  another  of  the  road- 
houses,  when  roads  were  long,  and  horses  needed  water, 
and  their  drivers-hut  ^^lat's  the  use  of  talking  in 
these  days  of  automobiles  and  drought.  Somehow  a  gasol- 
ine station  lacks  the  romance  of  a  watering  trou^,  and 
a  hot  dog  stand  is  of  small  coq|fort  when  one  dreams  of 
the  days  that  are  past.  But  to  get  hack  to  the  school. 
Maggie  Boyle,  John  Boyle  and  Minnie,  their  sister, 
i^se  father  owned  the  Hockaway  ranch,  completed  the 
list.  And  that  was  more  than  60  years  ago. 

NtmSERr  SITE  WAS  A  BAHCH 

A  man  named  Beed  had  a  ranch  where  the  Spring  Val- 
ley nursery  is  now,  and  Captain  Ross,  an  old  Cape  Bre- 
ton sea  captain,  owned  a  little  farm  of  five  acres.  And 
that  was  the  list  of  the  first  comers  to  the  district. 

In  1860,  Herman  Burfeind  "brought  his  wife,  Mary, 
to  a  ranch  opposite  the  Alms  House,  now  the  Relief 
Home  property.  He  had  come  to  the  mines  from  the  old 
country  in  1850,  along  with  the  other  gold  seekers  and 
gone  to  the  mines..  Ten  yeaita  later  he  went  to  Europe 
and  "brought  "back  his  helpmate  and  they  raised  six 
children,  several  of  *diom  still  live  in  the  district. 
Like  the  rest  of  the  ranchers,  they  raised  potatoes, 
for  the  ubiquitous  accompaniment  of  every  meal  grew  in 


antper-quality  and  quantity  in  the  soil  of  the 
foothills  and  the  Yalley,  and  do  this  very  day 
whenever  a  householder  will  plant  then. 

OHE-ROOK  SIIACK  SER7BD  AS  SCHOOL 

Annie  Burfeind,  one  of  the  children,  and 
her  "brothers  and  sisters,  went  to  school  at  a 
one-room  shack  hoilt  about  1875,  A  Miss  Anna 
Pratt  was  the  first  teacher.  A  Kr,  Glhson  came 
next,  eon  of  a  famous  missionary  here  in  the 
•arly  days,  and,  followin,'^  him,  Kr.  Delay,  who 
tau^t  there  until  he  was  retired,  many  years 
later.  The  school  Toumed  down  in  1878  and  was 
rebuilt.  The  new  building  was  quite  pretent- 
ious and  cost  all  of  $1600,  and  that  in  the 
days  of  high  priced  labor.  It  was  on  the  site 
of  the  beautiful  new  Corarncdore  Sloat  School, 
newly  cwnpleted,  in  widch  the  coming  generat- 
ion of  the  city  beyond  Twin  Peaks  will  study. 

Pat  and  Peter  Jennings,  brothers,  had  a 
place  up  on  the  hill,  on  the  Sutro  property. 
Miss  Burfeind  remembers  that  besides  the 
Greenes  there  were  the  Eyana,  the  Mitchells, 
the  Bennisons,  the  Tobins,  Shevbrid^s  and 
Ansonhoffers  yiM  had  come  there  b>'  the  '708. 

"POOR  PAHM"  LAND  BOUOHT  IN  1875 

The  city  had  purchased  the  *  poor  farm" 
property  in  1854,  and  all  of  the  dependents 
of  the  city  were  housed  there,  poor  and  or- 
phans, and  sick  and  insane.  The  four- story 
frame  building  that  had  been  built  in  1856  wag 
burned  down  in  1898,  on  account  of  a  suspic- 
ion of  oont«^ous  disease.  The  land  was  orig- 
inally 80  acres,  part  of  the  Eancho  SanMlguel. 
It  wasn't  long  before  the  orphans  were  taken 
care  of  by  sectarian  groups.  By  1860  all  tlie 
orphans  were  housed  in  the  Protestant  Orphanage, 
the  Catholic  and  the  Jewish.  The  inaoie 
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patients  were  removed  to  the  State  hospitals 
In  Napa  and  Stockton  in  the  'TOs,  and  a  hosp- 
ital %«a8  hullt  at  Korth  Beach  in  1868  to  house 
the  patients  of  an  epidemic.  In  '"72  the  county 
hospital  was  built  on  Potrero  avenue,  and  the 
sick  were  removed  from  the  Belief  Home.  The 
feehle  minded  still  were  cared  for  there  iintll 
the  'SOst  «3ien  they,  too,  were  removed.  Now 
the  inmates  are  only  the  indigent  aged  and  the 
incurahle  ill  of  the  city.  There  are  about  1400 
altogether.  The  present  buildings  were  erected 
in  1906  by  the  ^erican  Bed  Cross  to  house  ref- 
ugees from  the  great  fire. 

NEW  BITILDINOS  FOR  RELIST  HCKB 

A  recent  bond  issue  of  $2,000,000  had  been 
allotted  to  the  Relief  Home  and  a  group  of  mod- 
em buildings  will  be  constructed  iimnediselely, 
to   replace  the  obsolete  ones  now  standing.  The 
institution  officially  is  known  as  the  Relief 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  and  is  presided  over 
by  C,  M,  Wollenberg,  for  many  years  a  very  able 
superintendent . 

Se-ptember  10.  1924. 

SEEDLINGS  OF  '708  TOWER 
OVER  PEAKS  AREA  TOMT 

To  the  modem  eye,  the  tall  ranks  of  eucaly^ 
ptus  trees,  stretching  sdLong  the  avenues  and 
covering  the  hills  with  a  stately  mantle  of  green 
are  intrinsically  part  of  the  scenery  west  of 
Twin  Peaks.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  the  country 
without  them,  but  it  was  only  in  1872  that  the 
first  of  them  was  planted.  There  is  a  tall  clump. 
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reaching  well  above  the  surrounding  row  along 
Ocean  avenue  to  naric  the  Initial  planting, 
\diere  one  of  the  old  roadhousea  needed  shelt- 
er. The  Greenes,  those  Indefatigable  old-tim- 
ers, put  them  In,  all  along  the  Ocean  road. 
The  trees  acted  as  "barriers  against  the  In- 
roads of  saJid,  and  protected  the  roadbed  from 
helng  burled..  So  successful  were  the  first 
trees,  that  the  Greenes  went  into  the  nursery 
business  themselves,  and  proceeded  to  bring 
the  eucalyptus  seed  from  Melbourne,  Australia, 
purchasing  It  from  the  government  botanist, 
one  Baron  von  Mueller,  The  seed  was  packed  In 
tin  foil  to  protect  it  from  drying  or  rotting 
from  the  inroads  of  the  long  trip  throu^  the 
tropics.  By  1882,  they  had  platted  42  acres 
of  their  own  land  with  sturdy  seedlings.  Then 
they  planted  117  acres  for  George  Hearst,  and 
120  acres  for  the  Sprllig  Valley. 

SDTHO  THOaGHT  PRICE  TOO  HIGH 

Adolph  Sutro  saw  the  trees  on  the  Hearst 
property  and  liked  the  looks  of  them,  but  he 
thought  the  price  asked  by  Greene  was  too  high, 
so  he  planted  Sutro  forest  by  day  labor.  Gossip 
has  it  that  he  hired  large  numbers  of  the  city's 
unemployed  by  the  day,  and  that  they  planted 
the  trees  far  too  close  together,  being  too  laiy 
to  take  any  extra  steps,  which  accoiints  for  the 
slender  trees  and  the  exceeding  denseness  of 
the  forest  on  the  hill. 

In  1886  the  sands  were  drifting  at  a  great 
rate  in  from  the  ocean.  To  be  sure  they  had  been 
drifting  before,  but  no  one  had  minded-much.  But 
there  was  need  to  restrain  the  encroachment  at 
the  end  of  Sloat  boulevard,  the  old  Ocean  road 
then.  So  again  the  Greenes  \indertook  the  Job, 
They  planted  bunch  grass  on  the  flat  sand,  pro- 
tecting each  clump  with  little  fences  of  split 
shingles.  The  grass  grew  readily  enough,  and  as 


th«  minlatui^  drifts  banked  vcp   the  grass 
grew  taller  and  taller.  It  wasn't  nany 
years  "before  a  solid  root-bound  bank  40 
feet  hi^  protected  the  inner  road  from 
the  outer  encroachments.  About  200  acres 
were  involved  in  the  planting.  Trees  were 
put  in,  too,  and  it  is  on  the  site  of 
those  operations  that  the  wonderful  new 
Fleislihacker  Playground  is  being  constr- 
ucted. 

TRAGEDT  STALKED  AT  HOAfflOUSE 

Tragedy  stalked  where  the  old  Corbett 
road  met  the  Ocean  road.  Stagg,  of  Ocean 
House  and  race  track  fame,  had  built  a 
Swiss  cottage  and  called  it  the  Ingleside 
Hoadhouse.  Later  he  built  a  new  place,  and 
the  old  cottage  was  moved  away.  The  new 
Place  burned,  and  he  bought  the  old  Swiss 

cottage  back,  and  it  was  a  successful 
and  well  known  roadhouse.  Ingleside  distr- 
ict took  its  name  from  the  old  place.  One 
night,  ^en  the  receipts  bad  been  heavy, 
Stagg  was  there  alone.  Bandits  came  in  and 
robbed  the  till  and  shot  him  through  the 
temple,  so  that  he  died  at  once,  and  the 
sporting  life  of  the  city  lost  a  spectacul- 
ar and  well  liked  figure, 

SeT>tember  11.  1924. 

FAMOUS  HORSE  RACE  AT  OLD 
OCEAH  HOaSE  TRAGI  IS  REC- 
ALLED 

The  new  city  west  of  T%dn  Peaks  is  conn- 
ected by  a  direct  link  with  the  Spanish  days 
of  San  Francisco,  Rancho  San  Miguel  and  Rancho 


Lagima  Merced  were  two  of  the  well-defined  ran- 
ches in  the  pre-americaa  days.  San  Migael,  \diich 
takes  In  the  territory  hounded  hy  San  Jose  ave- 
nue on  the  east,  Jtinipero  Serra  boole-vard  on  the 
west,  with  a  point  of  the  boundary  crossing  the 
county  line  at  Daly  City,  and  Lagona  Honda,  the 
Spring  Valley  lake,  marking  aiother  point  on 
the  outline. 

Jose  Jesus  Noe,  last  alcalde  of  SanFrancisco 
under  the  Spanish  regime  in  1846,  hefore  the 
Mexican  dominion,  owned  the  land.  Galindo  was  the 
owner  of  the  Bancho  Lagona  de  Merced,  and  sold  it 
to  ?ranclgco  de  Haro  for  a  reputed  price  of  100 
head  of  cattle  and  $25  worth  of  merch^mdise.  De 
Haro  heeame  the  first  alcalde  of  the  paehlo  of 
Terba  Baena. 

HANCHO  07/HSD  BT  PIOCHE  ESTATE 

The  Pioche  estate  owned  the  Bancho  Sanl-Iiguel 
when  Adolph  Sutro  "bou^t  a  large  part  of  it.  Al- 
fred A.  Greene  owned  the  flat  where  the  Spring 
Valley  property  is  now.  He  had  taken  It  up  in 
1346.  The  tamona  Ocean  House  race  track,  of  which 
one  end  is  stil^  defined,  was  Just  off  the  old 
Oceau  road,  now  closed,  and  the  Sloat  boiilevard 
substituted  for  it. 

It  was  on  that  course  that  pexhaps  tlie  most 
famous  lace  of  San  Francisco  track  histoiy  was 
run  in  1873,  It  was  a  four-heat  race,  four  miles 
and  repeat,  with  Thad  Stevens  ronnlng  16  miles 
to  iilorious  victory.  Joe  Daniels,  Mamie  Hall  and 
True  Blue  strove  nobly,  but  they  '.«re  beaten  by 
Thad  Stevens. 

RACE  ATTHACTS  MUCH  ATTZITriOH 

For  a  month  before  the  race  wns  to  be  ran, 
preparations  were  being  made  by  would-be  spect- 
ators for  ^ettixv:  *tai  to  the  rather  remote  gro- 
unds. There  were  only  three  routes  to  be  followed. 
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Tliere  was  tli«  old  road  1:eginning  at  the  Sans 
Souci  House  at  Paltcn  and.  DlviBcAero,  over 
Fulton  to  Clayton,  then  to  Golden  Rate  Park, 
and  out  at  Third  avenue  and  by  a  meandering 
route  across  the  sand  dunes  to  nineteenth 
avenue  and  the  old  Ocean  road.  Tliat  was  the 
old  Powder  House  road.  ^Hien  one  ml^t  have 
taken  the  Southern  Pacific  train  to  the  Ind- 
ustrial School,  now  Balboa  Paric.  The  Greenes 
ran  basses  that  day  from  the  trains  to  the 
track.  The  Corbett  road,  known  then  as  the 
Ocean  House  road,  by  horseback  or  carriage, 
was  the  other  sfttemative. 

PIOKEEa  TELLS  OF  CSOWDS 

Charles  Duveneck,  whose  father  kept 
the  roadhouse  almost  at  the  entrance  to  the 
road,  in  the  building  otlll  standing  r.t  Sev- 
enteenth street  and  Etjjreks.,  tcll&   of  the 
fjreat  crcyd  that  went  -pa-at   the  pls^e.  From 
6  o'clock  In  tlie  aomlDg,  until  1  or  2  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  apj,>ointed,  the  carriages 
rolled  by.  There  were  more  than  50,000  spec- 
tators at  the  race. 

All  the  people  in  the  city  \iho  had  the 
wtere'adthal  were  there.  Samcr  has  it  that  one 
could  have  fired  a  shotfjun  anywher*  on  Kout- 
gomeiy  or  Washington  streets,  the  congested 
district  then,  without  hitting  a  single  huia- 
an. 

All  the  ladies  of  the  demlmondalne  were 
there,  decked  out  in  the  most  magnificent 
costumes,  with  jewels  and  feathers  fresh  from 
Barls.  All  the  ladles  of  the  best  society 
were  there,  too,  ostensibly  to  see  the  race, 
but  just  as  likely  to  see  the  costumes  of  the 
others. 
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TROUBLE  BECrlKS  AS  RACE  EITDS 

\fhen  the  race  was  over,  the  troulile  hegaa. 
The  tnmouts  that  had  strecuned  out  the  roads 
for  hours,  tried  to  get  hack  all  at  once,  and 
in  half  an  hour  the  vay  was  a  squirming  mass 
of  interlocked  wheels  and  kicking  horses  and 
profane  and  frantic  drivers. 

Whips  meant  for  disciplining  horses  were 
used  on  hxunans,  and  the  melee  was  so  complete 
that  everyone  had  a  terrihle  time.  Por  days 
afterwards  the  Greenes,  going  along  the  road 
on  their  farming  errands,  picked  up  watches 
and  money  and  bite  of  clothing,  and  the  wrecks 
that  had  "been  fine  turnouts  were  strewn  like 
the  leaves  of  the  forest. 

It  was  a  great  dagr. 

The  news  of  the  result  was  cabled  all  over 
the  wo  Ad,  a&d  the  racing  communities  of  Paris 
and  London  were  Just  as  much  excited  over  the 
outcome  as  the  San  Francisco  sports. 

lODLD  THA7EL  7AR  FOR  PLEASURE 

It  is  an  interesting  commentary  on  the  spi- 
rit of  the  -neaplB   who  have  made  San  Francisco 
that  they  would  go  any  distance  for  a  good 
time.  Most  of  the  outlying  districts  of  the 
mother  city,  now  "basking  in  the  gentle  placid- 
ity of  comfortable  homes,  were  along  roads 
that  led  to  favorite  playgrounds.  The  lovely 
stucco  villas  with  their  colored  roofs,  that 
are  gradually  filling  up  the  green  places  in 
the  West  of  Twin  Peaks  are  more  than  reminis- 
cent of  the  Spanish.  It  is  hard  to  remember  that 
a  faziaing  community  making  use  of  the  roads 
that  led  to  the  race  tracks  and  the  beach  came 
in  between  the  old  days  and  the  new. 
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SITI  or  TOLL  HOaSE  POIUTED  GOT 

Charles  Diiveneck  went  with  me  yesterday  over 
the  curves  of  the  old  Corbett  road.  He  showed 
me  the  site  of  the  toll  house  at  the  head  of 
Twenty^ fourth  street,  vAxere  a  little  hollow  dug 
in  the  hill  is  all  that  remains.  The  Mountain 
Spring  House,  where  Corbett  avenae  and  Clayton 
street  meet  on  the  hill,  was  a  deli^tfal  place 
%d.th  a  sweet  roring  to  drink  frwn-lf  you  wanted 
to.  The  horses  liked  the  water,  at  any  rate.  Far- 
ther along  the  road  the  curve  of  the  hill  was  the 
S«uinyside  House,  kept  "by  John  Lawlor,  on  the  gr- 
ound now  owned  hy  the  Eaplace  family.  The  Sonny* 
side  House  was  the  polling  place  in  the  *808. 
Where  the  roads  joined,Ocean  avenue,  Junlpero 
Serra  boulevard  now,  and  Old  Ocean  House  road 
then,  was  the  Ingleside  House,  rebuilt  after  a 
couple  of  fires,  and  now  called  Peabody  Inn.  The 
building  now  standiiig  Is  old  enough  to  have  seen 
the  splendid  days  of  the  race  track. 

SECOND  PERIOD  0?  DISTHICT  BEGIHS 

The  second  period  of  the  West  of  Twin  Peaks 
began  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Hawkins  began 
to  build  on  the  comer  of  Sloat  boulevard  and 
Nineteenth  avenue,  Just  before  the  old  town  yav- 
ned  and  turned  over  on  April  18,  1906.  What  there 
was  of  the  framework  fell  do\ffl,  and  ythem  it  was 
put  up  again  the  building  vas  done  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  stand  almost  any  temblor.  The  house 
is  Btill  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  district, 
and  the  fine  grounds  bear  witnest  to  the  excell- 
ence of  the  soil  that  attracted  the  old-time 
farmers. 

It  was  Mrs.  Hawkins  who  turned  the  old  Trocadero, 
famous  roadhouse  of  the  *90s,  into  the  V.'oman's 
Outdoor  Club,  which  flourished  for  some  time  In 
the  old  building.  She  is  still  active  in  working 
for  a  crciitable  housing  for  the  organised  women  of 
the  city,  as  chairraan  of  jmblicity  for  the  Women's 
building,  sponsored  by  the  Federated  Clubs. 
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GHEEHE  JSOIJJT   THE  TROCAIERO 

The  Trocadero,  now  merely  a  charmlne  old- 
faehloned  house  In  a  lovely  valley,  was  'built 
"by  George  Greene  and  first  occupied  "by  a  Mr, 
Doulter,  yHio  had  heen  steward  of  the  Marin 
Country  Club,  Adolph  Spreckels  helped  him  fin- 
ance the  project,  and  gave  the  name  Trocadero 
to  it.  It  was  ran  hy  several  different  people, 
quite  successfully,  and  now  it  hasks  quietly 
In  the  «an  of  the  valley,  waiting  a  new  resurr- 
ection. 

S  epteph?r  ;2,  1?^4. 

FIRST  CALIF.  ADTO  HACB  HELD  lU 
DISTRICT  WEST  OF  PEAKS  IN  1900 

When  the  Spring  7alley  Conmany  closed  off 
the  old  Ocean  House  road,  the  racetrack  went 
with  it,  and  the  sports  moved  the  scenes  of 
their  activities  to  the  Ingleside  Track,  Adolph 
Spreckels,  Tom  Williams  and  several  others  fin- 
anced the  building  of  it.  It  lasted  through  the 
'90s,  and  in  1900  the  first  automohile  race 
ever  held  in  California  was  run  on  the  dirt  track. 
It  was  a  wonderful  si^t  to  see  the  new  henzine 
"buggies  lined  up  ready  for  the  fray,  snorting 
and  kicking  and  making  histozy.  Charles  Hawkins 
drove  a  White  steamer,  Hazmon  D.  Byus  drove  a 
Locomohile  steamer,  and  there  were  a  Winton  two> 
cylinder  and  a  Haynes-Apperson  entered.  Walter 
Grothe,  chief  engineer  of  the  White  Steamer  Co- 
mpany, drove  one  of  his  raging  pets,  and  won 
the  race  in  the  magnificent  time  of  a  mile  in  1 
minute  and  22  seconds.  It  was  a  great  victory 
in  more  ways  than  one.  He  was  the  only  driver 
a'ble  to  get  his  car  once  around  the  track  under 
its  own  power.  Charles  Ha^^lns  drove  his  machine 
off  the  track  and  throu^  the  fence.  The  Haynes- 
Apnerson  got  100  yards  from  the  starting  post, 
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and  the  others  died  at  Intervals.  And  so  Dora 
histor7  ^<^8  made  west  of  Twin  Peaks. 

MOTHER  OBEAT  HON  WEEK  LATER 

A  week  or  so  later  there  was  a  great  ran 
organised.  Twenty<-8even  machines  started  for 
Crystal  Springs  dam.  Of  the  27,  two  got  "back 
on  the  same  day,  a  feat  heralded  hy  the  press 
as  unheard  of  and  marvelous  to  relate.  Charles 
Hawkins  says  that  he  spent  most  of  the  time  on 
the  trip  ttnder  the  machine,  and  because  the 
engine  backfired  at  eveiy  opportunity,  all  of 
his  hair  and  eyebrows  were  scorched  off,  and 
he  was  weeks  getting  them  to  grow  out  again. 
Pioneers  do  have  a  terrible  time  of  it,  \dien> 
ever  they  operate.  But  there  were  compensations. 
He  tells  a  tale  of  a  chaining  young  lady  he  was 
teaching  to  drive,  in  the  hope  of  selling  her  a 
car.  naturally  they  went  far  from  the  streets 
vdiere  they  might  meet  any  traffic,  for  the  nar- 
igating  of  the  horseless  carriages  of  those 
ds^s  required  space  and  freedom  fr<»i  interfer- 
ence. A  nice  old  lady  kept  a  fine  dBH^xj  in  the 
curve  of  the  hill,  and  Hawkins  and  his  prospect 
stopped  for  a  glass  of  buttermlUp.  There  was  a 
huge  oak  tree  on  the  -olaee,  that  made  a  nice 
shade,  and  it  was  hung  with  great  masses  of 
mistletoe-and  vdien  the  lady  remarked  on  it-well, 
he  lost  the  sale,  but  the  buttermilk  was  excell- 
ent. 

BOOHDS  OBCZ  HUN  WHERE  HOMES  SHASD 

The  coursing  park,  ^Aiere  the  fleet  grey- 
hounds chased  the  furtive  hare,  was  Just  about 
where  Westwood  Park  rftars  its  chnming  hcHoes.Zt 
lasted  quite  a  while,  for  it  was  a  novelty  to  a 
sport -loving  population,  and,  of  all  things, 
San  Francisco  has  loved  novelties. 
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It  took  seven  city  ordinances  and  two  enabl- 
ing acts  troQ  the  California  Legislature  to  get 
the  red  tape  tinKOTand  so  that  the  Twin  Peaks 
tunnel  could  eo  throoi^.  Like  everything  else 
that  costs  money  and  levies  taxes,  there  i>rere 
opponents,  hat  eventually  the  fight  was  won,  and 
the  tunnel  completed,  so  that  the  InhahltMiti 
of  the  district  may  hoast  Tflth  righteous  ^rlde 
that  they  are  only  20  minutes  from  Powell  and 
Market. 

PAHESIIXE  VAS   lEB  PIOHHER 

Parkalde  was  the  pioneer  sub-dlvlslon,  and 
■be/>an  operations  before  the  fire,  and  continued 
them  afterward.  The  real  development  began  about 
1908.  The  Parkside  Realty  Company,  representing 
the  Crocker  Interests,  was  the  motlv4tlng  Infl- 
uence. Kezt  in  order  the  subdivisions  were 
Forest  Hill  promoted  by  Kewell  and  Murdock;  St. 
Frajicls  Wood,  with  Mason-McDoffle  Company  in 
control;  Forest  HllJ  Extension;  West  Portal 
Paric,  by  Fernando  Nelson;  Claremont  Court,  by 
A.  L,  Heyerstein;  Westwood  Park,  by  Baldwin  and 
Howell;  Balboa  Terrace,  by  Lang  Healty  Company; 
Ingleslde  Terrace,  which  is  built  along  the 
lines  of  the  romantic  old  racetrack,  and  on  the 
map  still  preserves  the  oval,  by  Leonard  and 
Holt;  Laguna  Honda  Park,  by  Hawkins  Improvement 
Conrpaay,  and  Arden  Wood,  a  subdivision  now  being 
planed  by  the  Arden  Wood  tbmpany. 

^   ept«^ber  1?,  3^934. 

CO-OPEHATICJH,  POHESIGHT  HATE 
MADE  PEAKS  ABEk   SUCCESS 

One  of  the  delightful  things  about  the  build- 
ers of  San  Francisco,  of  any  generation  you  may 
choose  to  consider,  is  their  bland  disregsird  of 
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apparently  InBurmountable  difficultiaa.  If 
th«r8  1«  need  of  a  moTintaln  or  a  forest  or 
a  lake,  they  do  not  go  >diere  nature  has 
proTlded  the  proper  arrangements.  They  pro- 
ceed to  "bolld  vbat   they  need  wherever  they 
want  it.  One  thing  that  nature  has  provided 
amply  on  the  peninsula  is  mountains.  Home 
on  her  seven  hiUs  is  a  mere  piker  of  a 
city  conpared  with  the  77  hills  of  SanTran- 
cisco.  And  the  tnnnel  through  Twin  Peaks 
was  merely  another  of  th«  many  gestures  of 
the  spirit  of  the  pioneers. 

CABLIHS  B£70B£  PEAKS  TUNHUL 

Long  "before  the  tunnel  vblb  a  spectacular 
reality,  the  Parkside  people  had  persuaded 
the  Tfeited  Hallroad  to  "build  a  line  into  the 
district  over  Twentieth  avenue  to  Tarvfal, 
and  down  Taraval  to  Thirty-fifth  avenue  and 
across  to  Sloat,  Hot  only  did  the  property 
owners  of  the  district  j^ay  for  the  line, 
"but  they  paid  a  honus  to  have  It  operated. 

Then,  of  its  own  accord,  the  company 
extended  the  line  to  Nineteenth  and  Sloat 
"borulevard.  Then  crjae  the  e3ctension  of  the 
Mission  line  down  Sloat  to  the  Beexih,   Kith 
Manic i3?al  car  K  through  the  tunnel  to  St, 
Francis  circle,  the  L  crir  through  the  tunnel 
to  Parkside  nnd  the  "beach,  and  the  projected 
extension  of  carllne  K  to  the  new  naniclpal 
golf  links  near  Lake  Herced,  the  district  has 
rwoarkably  complete  transportation  facilities. 

CO-OPERATION  IS  GHEAT  ASSET 

The  district  is  a  remarkrible  example  of 
vdiat  con  "be  done  "by  co-operation  and  fore- 
si^t,  Restricted  "building,  carefully  planned 
streets,  and  a  unity  of  direction  make  the 


W«st  of  Twin  Peaks  a  truly  modem  city.  The  West 
of  Twin  Peaks  Council,  made  up  of  representatives 
of  the  linprovement  clubs  in  every  subdivision, 
acts  on  all  matters  of  general  Interest  for  the 
welfare  of  the  district.  Thanks  to  their  efforts, 
there  Is  ample  fire  protection,  the  streets  are 
kept  in  excellent  condition,  and  all  the  other 
natters  Incident  to  up-to-date  municipal  house- 
keroing  are  well  conducted, 

A  city  of  sheer  hesBty,  with  no  need  to  cover 
up  tmlovely  mistakes;  A  swiftly  growing  monument 
to  the  Indefatigable  westward  moving  homemakers 
of  the  mother  city.  West  of  Twin  Peaks  is  more 
than  a  promise.  With  the  Flelshhacker  playground 
and  the  new  golf  links  on  the  west,  with  Mount 
Bavidson  and  its  \riilte  cross  "brooding  over  it, 
and  the  lovely  lines  of  Twin  Peaks  as  a  "back- 
ground, the  new  city  grows  day  "by  day.  It  is  hard 
to  leave  it,  "but  we  must  go  on  to  the  next  city 
within  the  city.  On  Monday  we^ll  go  "back  to 
Stanyan  street,  and  consider  the  Hal^t-Ashhuiy 
district, 

S  a-ntember  15.  1924. 

HAIGHT-ASHBUBT  DISTHICT 

There  is  a  comfortable  maturity  about  the 
compact  little  city  that  San  Francisco  knows  as 
Haight-Ashbuxy.  Hot  the  mat\irity  that  is  suspic- 
ious of  down-at-the-heel  old  age,  "but  a  nice 
upholstered,  fuchsia  garden  sort  of  grown-up-ness, 
just  weathered  enough  to  be  nice,  and  new  enou^ 
to  be  looking  ahead  to  the  future  instead  of  sigh- 
ing futlley  over  the  past.  Sutro  Torest  and  the 
eastern  limit  of  the  Golden  Gate  Park  make  a  green 
boundary  on  the  west  of  it.  The  wide  sweep  of 
Baker  street  is  the  line  at  the  east,  and  the  Pan- 
handle, with  its  age-old-looking  trees  and  bosky 
groupings  of  shrubs,  is  on  the  north.  True  to  type. 
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tbs  Eai^t-ABlibuT7  has  its  ovn  paxk,  BuMUi 
Vista,  a  mountain  in  the  boundazdes  of  it, 
and  a  host  of  traditions  all  its  own,  ap- 
art trcm  ths  interesting  history  that  it 
shares  vlth  the  mother  city  of  SanFroneisco. 

HBERTT  arHETCHKS  AHMS  OVER 
R3GI0N 

Quaint,  and  weather  heaten  hy  the  hrisk 
wind  that  forever  "blows  in  f ron  the  ocean  to 
sweep  away  the  literal  aad  nental  cobwehs  of 
the  city,  the  Statue  of  Liberty  on  Motuxt 
Olyiapas  stretches  wliat  is  Isft  of  har  arms 
to  the  sky,  tifeils  the  struggling  figure  of 
evil,  or  tyranny,  or  t&atevsr  tha  noscular  male 
figoro  represents,  fdre-vcr  seeks  to  rise  from 
the  supine  position  that  he  occupies.  On  the 
side  of  the  pedestal  is  the  tablet  of  granite, 
nearly  obliterated,  stating  that  the  monanent 
was  erected  by  Adolph  Sutro  in  1897.  twenty 
years  ago  the  statue  looked  old.  It  iijas  a  fav- 
orite walk  up  that  hill  in  the  spring,  for 
there  were  thousands  of  Johnny- junp-ups  plants 
on  it,  and  the  little  yellow  flowers  were  most 
enticing  to  childish  seekers. 

WILD  FLOWERS  OBEW  IN  7ALLET 

Frederick  street  was  well  out  in  the  coun- 
try then,  w5.th  only  a  few  houses  beyond  Clayton 
street,  Do>m  the  ralley  aixd  all  the  way  up  the 
hill  were  deli^tful  fields  of  wild  floweirs. 
The  cliiab  to  the  Mil  w&s  a  stiff  one  for  young- 
sters, and  the  girls  that  made  it  were  accounted 
tomboys.  The  Chutes  was  still  holding  forth  at 
Eaight  and  Clayton  then,  and  the  lions  that  were 
imprisoned  roared  at  ni^t.  There  was  beacuty, 
the  ^dxite  horse  with  the  beautii^^l  long  tail,  co- 
mbed and  cristped  to  a  dazzling  beauty.  A  big 
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pond  held  the  nlddle  of  the  grounds  and  the  "beate 
shot  down  the  slide  Into  It  iiith  a  great  splashing 
of  t»ter.  There  was  a  scenic  railway,  too,  and 
other  attractions  ranged  aroond  the  edges  of  the 
pond,  "beyond  a  wide  path.  The  theater  offered  -raa- 
deville  acts,  sons  of  them  very  had  indeed,  and 
some  of  them  magnificent  to  a  youthfol  eye.  The 
ten  cent  admiseion  to  the  grotmds  admitted  one  td 
the  gallery  of  the  theater,  and  an  extra  ten  cents 
procured  the  "best  orchestra  seats.  Generally  there 
was  a  melodrama,  with  the  •vaudeville  stars  douhling 
in  the  legitimate.  Peajiuts  were  not  forhidden  nor 
even  frowned  on,  and  hoys  offered  delectable  in- 
digestihles  to  the  audience, 

OVER  THE  HILL  TO  BASCTATJ.  PAHK 

Charles  Doveneck  remembers  that  he  used  to 
drive  over  the  hill  out  to  the  hasehall  park  that 
was  at  Stanyaa  and  Halght.  Big  games  were  played 
there,  even  college  football.  Besides  folks  who 
managed  to  get  into  the  grounds,  there  were  hordes 
vtio  used  to  drive  out  and  view  the  contests  from 
the  old  quarry,  lAence  so  much  of  the  rock  was 
taken  for  the  streets  nearby  and  the  paxk.  A  great 
natural  wood  of  scrub  oak  reached  over  the  hill  in 
very  early  days,  and  into  the  valley,  where  the 
Langs  had  their  fine  milk  ranch. 

Now  the  houses  have  climbed  almost  to  the  top 
of  Mount  Olympus,  and  there  are  real  estate  signs 
at  the  very  foot  of  the  challenging  statue.  The 
wild-flower  fields  are  all  gone,  and  the  oaks,  and 
the  whole  stretch  of  country  is  a  pleasantly  built 
Tip  city.  When  the  great  fire  came  there  weren't 
many  gaps  in  the  principal  streets  aronnd  the 
center  of  the  district,  and  some  of  the  oldest 
houses,  still  brave  in  trim  paint  and  well-kept 
gardens,  date  back  into  the  »80s,  to  Judge  from  the 
ornate  millwoik  that  ornaments  them.  Dudley  Stone 
School  was  built  in  1898,  and  Crocker,  first  a 
grammar  school  and  now  a  Junior  high,  a  little  earl- 
ier than  that. 
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HAS  ICCH  Oy  PHE-?IIffi  CITY 

The  district  has  much  of  the  old  pre-fire 
city  abottt  it.  On  Stanyan  street,  *4iere  the 
roodhouses  and  reataorants  and  coffee  houses 
sprang  tcp  for  the  "t*ade  that  came  to  Golden 
Gate  Park,  from  the  first  days  of  the  lovely 
play  place  in  the  '708,  there  are  still  sone 
of  the  old  places  standing  in  good  repair. 

The  Eal^t-Ashlnay  was  the  first  district, 
counting  from  the  ocean  to  the  east,  that  did 
not  hare  to  fight  a  terrlhle  hattle  with  the 
sands.  The  soil  was  of  a  more  fertile  nature, 
and  there  vere  trees  and  rocks  and  little 
clear  springs,  to  "be  made  the  most  of.  There 
are  \*iole  grores  of  the  original  oaks  in  the 
green  stretches  of  Buena  Vista,  and  even  the 
magic-mskers  in  Golden  Gate  Parte  hare  not 
scorned  to  retain  the  sturdy  trees  that  greet- 
ed them  \Aen  they  started  their  great  work  of 
garden-making. 

Ser^temher  16.  1924. 

BICTCLIH5  CHAZE  WAS  IKPETOS 
TO  BIJILDIBO  UP  HAIGHT-.ASHBUHT 

Bicycles  took  San  Francisco  "by  storm  in  the 
early  '908.  By  '93  the  craze  had  reached  its 
peak,  and  every  Sunday  afternoon  the  glint  life 
lAieelB  were  everywhere  along  the  roads  of 
Golden  Gate  Paik.  Some  of  the  first  huildlngs 
in  the  Hai^t-Ashhuiy  were  built  to  house  the 
riders  and  their  ruhher-tired  steeds.  There 
was  the  Devany-Hopkins  pl«ce  at  Halj^t  and 
Stanyan  streets,  and  the  pretentious  Oolumhia 
Bicycle  Company  "building,  on  Page  near  Stanyan, 
which  still  stands,  now  as  the  meeting  plnce 
of  the  Toung  Men's  Hehrew  Association. 

Bicycling  was  thirsty  work,  too,  and  so 
there  were  various  places  for  laying  the  dust 


72 


in  one's  throat.  Eaggerty'8  was  at  Waller 
and  Stanyaa,  inside  the  old  hall  park  gro- 
tmds.  Then  there  vas  Blamarck's,  and  the 
Villa,  kept  hy  Joe  Langrafdt,  at  Pell  and 
Stanyan. 

In  a  city  of  hills  like  San  Fmncisco 
the  level  reaches  of  the  park  v«re  ahout 
the  only  places  indalging  the  art  of 
Twdaling  to  the  fall,  and  Stanyan  street 
and  the  streets  leading  off  it  provided 
parking  places  for  the  "bicycle a  between 
times.  The  traffic  hecame  so  important  tha* 
every  Sunday  two  hicycle-mounted  policemen 
were  stationed  to  handle  the  crowd. 

BLOOMERS  WEEE  UPHQAH  CAUSE 

Charlie  Birdsall,  now  sergeant  in  the 
Harhor  station,  and  Charlie  Goodwin  were 
the  original  aqaad.  The  same  uproar  that 
the  girl  hikers'  hreeches  have  aroased 
sotmded  over  the  hloomers  of  the  fair  ones 
%dio  pedaled.  They  were  the  costtune  of  the 
advnneed  ones,  while  the  rest  contented  them- 
selves with  divided  skirts,  or  even  the  ord- 
inary skirt  of  the  day,  v^ch,  heing  about 
five  yards  around,  allowed  ample  space  for 
the  exercise.  The  men  wore  knickerlsockers, 
with  ti^t  little  jockey  caps  and  gorgeous 
hlazers.  Their  long  stockings  were  moltihued. 
Some  of  the  hest  known  persons  of  the  day 
were  constant  devotees  of  the  sport.  Two  of 
the  society  girls  who  rode  forth,  heavily 
chaperoned,  were  Miss  Virginia  Tair  and  a 
Miss  Josephs.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  to 
see  a  idiole  class  of  young  ladles  from  any 
one  of  the  several  exclusive  private  schools, 
accompanied  hy  their  staid  teachers,  pedal- 
ing in  a  restrained  phalanT  on  quiet  after- 
noons. 
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Judg«  McGuir©,  and  James  H.  Barry  of  the  Star 
vare  devoted  to  the  sport. 

O^vlJER  OP  DOG  WAS  CLSTEH 

A  lady  vdio  later  achiered  mojch  i^ubllcity, 
alheit  of  a  very  tuTDleaBant  nature,  one  Cornelia 
Bodkin,  \Ao8e  case  furnished  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant nrarder  trials  in  San  Francisco  criminal 
history,  rode  often.  Rldx  and  poor,  dignified 
aM  lowly,  young  and  old  —  during  the  period  of 
the  crajre  the  \diole  tovna  was  a\Aeel.  The  Park 
had  two  places  especially  maintiiined  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  "bicyclers,  one  a  sheltered  place  at 
the  foot  of  the  aviary,  and  the  other  on  the 
main  drive,  near  where  the  Thinker"  aits  in 
hronze  dlgiity  on  the  hillside. 

Wllliajn  Leegett  was  en  ardent  cycle  "fan", 
ajftd  there  is  a  charming  story  told  of  his  cle- 
verness in  the  face  of  a  necessity.  He  had  a 
large  dog  which  trotted  after  him  nhen  he  rode. 
The  dog  was  his  unfailing  companion,  hut  un- 
leashed dogs  were  against  the  role  in  the  env- 
irons of  the  parfc.  After  proper  warning  he  got 
a  leash  and  a  pjieared  with  the  dog  properly 
tied.  The  leash  wps  short,  though,  eaid  the  dog 
was  large,  and  hetween  the  pedals  catching  hla 
unaware  and  his  protesting  hy  upsetting  the 
rider,  the  ride  vrae  not  entirely  a  success. 

The  next  time  I»eggett  appeared  in  the 
distance  the  dog  we.B  .ihout  30  feet  away  from 
the  hlcycle.  The  policemen  on  duty  were  wait- 
ing at  the  hlcycle  rest,  end  they  waited  till 
Leggett  cane  up,  thlnklnu':^  to  catch  him  with  his 
untied  canine.  When  he  arrived  the  dog  was 
trotting  alon  gside,  the  leash  on  his  collar, 
and  tied  to  the  frameworic  of  the  *dieel.  The 
officers  had  watched  the  progress  all  the  way, 
and  they  were  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  dog  at 
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large  and  the  dog  tied  without  the  rider  having 
made  a  more. 

The  exolanation  was  simple.  Leg^ett  had  knot- 
ted together  a  long  series  of  snail  robher  bands, 
and  of  course  they  stretched  without  any  visihle 
strain.  The  law  did  not  s-pecify  how  heavy  nor  of 
what  material  the  leash  should  he. 

PLEHTT  COLOR  ON  THE  STHEETS 

There  was  color  on  the  streets  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Hai^t-Ashhory  district.  Even  the 
street  cars  "bloomed  forth  in  gay  paint.  The 
gray  and  the  green  of  the  present  day  are  prac- 
tiool  and  neat  and  allow  for  the  interchange  of 
rolling  stock  from  one  line  to  the  other  without 
let  or  hindrance,  hat  the  cable  ears  in  the  *80s 
and  '908  were  charming.  The  Haight  street  cahle, 
with  a  turntable  teruinas  at  Stanyan  street,  ten^ 
ded  oy  Tommy  fiiurley,  whose  son  of  the  sasw  name 
is  Officer  Hurley  of  the  Southern  police  precinct, 
1A6  a  deep  and  vivid  red,  and  operated  by  the 
MaiAcet  Street  Hallway.  Ihe   Ellis  was  a  deep  blue, 
and  the  Oak  car  green.  The  two  latter  were  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Omnibas  Hailroad  Company.  The 
Park  and  Ocean  Bailroad  tenninal,  end  of  the 
steam  line  that  went  out  throtv^  the  sane*  dunes 
to  the  beach  alon^  Lincoln  way,  was  a  -oretent- 
ious  affair  on  Stanyan  and  Haight,  o-nposite  the 
turntable  of  the  cable  line.  Later  that  terminal 
was  cut  up  into  pieces  and  moved  in  sections  to 
the  stations  alonf  the  park.  Chain  of  lAkes, 
Huntington  Palls  and  the  rest. 

Set>terober  17.  1924 

riHST  FAMILY  IN  ASHBOHT  AHEA  STILL  THERE 

The  first  family  in  the  Haight-Aphbury  district 
was  the  Lange.  Mrs.  Villiam  Zaretsky,  v^o  %ras 
Miss  Kathllde  Josephine  Lange,  only  dagghter  of 
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the  original  family,  lAiich  inclnded  five  sons* 
still  llTee  in  the  dletrlct  on  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal ranch  i^ch  her  father  hoo^t  from  Peter 
Schadt  in  1870.  Her  doo^hter  is  Mlee  Smllie 
Carlotta  Zaretsky.  All  hut  one  of  the  hrothers 
are  lirlng  In  the  district  to  this  day* 

T,   W.  M.  Lange  sailed  in  1859  from  Hamhurg 
on  the  S.  S.  Sir  Hohert  Peel  for  New  Tork,  and 
in  1864  left  with  a  group  of  fellow  countrymen 
for  the  promised  land  of  California.  They  land- 
ed at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  crossed  on 
Bule-haek,  and  then  sailed  for  California  on  the 
famous  steamer  The  Golden  Age,  and  reached  San 
Trancisco  in  September  of  that  year.  Vith  Lange 
were  Louis  Pockwlta,  Henry  Brers,  Henry  Poppen- 
"buig,  Henry  Huffschwldt,  William  Stelling,  Paul 
Wlldenuth,  Mrs.  7.  Dohrman  and  Joseph  Kaimsetter. 
Lange  started  a  dairy  ranch  at  Sutter  between 
DiTlsadero  and  Broderick  streets. 

In  1867  he  married  Miaa  anilie  Eurtz,  tdio 
had  come  to  San  Francisco  in  1858  with  her  bro- 
thers and  a  sister.  They  were  six  months  on  the 
way  by  the  good  ship  Terelnignng,  with  sails 
the  motlTe  power,  and  all  the  way  around  the 
Horn.  They  started  from  the  town  of  Stade,  near 
Hannorer,  and  reached  here  in  good  order.  Mid- 
way of  the  Atlantic  they  encountered  a  whaling- 
ship,  and  the  whalers,  at  sea  for  more  than  a 
year,  were  delighted  to  see  the  two  pretty  girls, 
and  cheered  them  until  the  ship  was  out  of  sight. 

EE7USED  TO  TAKE  AIITFHIH& 
BDT  GOLD 

In  1870  the  population  began  to  encroach 
on  the  cattle  grazing  around  Sutter  street,  and 
Lange  bought  nine  acres  of  land  from  Peter 
Schadt.  The  original  rsmch  included  the  territ- 
ory from  Cole  to  Carl  to  Stanyan  to  Grattan  and 
back  to  Cole.  On  the  first  Christmas  eve  Lange 


hftd  laanEged  to  get  the  money  together  to  pay 
Schadt,  ^0  was  very  old  and  111.  When  he  ten- 
dered It  the  old  man  refused  to  accept  it  he- 
eaase  it  was  in  paper  money  instead  of  gold 
coin,  and  the  young  rancher  had  to  skirmish 
aronnd  and  change  his  money  into  gold,  and  it 
vas  a  rainy  ni^t,  and  hy  that  time  there  vere 
three  little  Langes,  the  oldest  of  them  less 
than  3  years. 

By  industry  and  thrift  the  family  fortune 
gz«w,  and  three  more  little  Langes  came  to  the 
trim  little  house  that  was  built  on  Carl  st- 
reet. Lange  had  to  cut  a  road  through  30  that 
ho  cotild  get  to  town,  and  used  to  go  hy  way  of 
the  Panhandle,  graded  by  that  time,  down  to 
Baker,  the  first  street  that  was  cut  throu^, 
and  then  down  Pulton  street  and  into  the  city 
past  the  old  Sans  Souci  House  at  Divlsadero 
street.  Mrs.  Zareta)<y  remembers  that  her  fathr- 
er  and  brotliers  used  to  go  shooting  wild  cat- 
tle and  wild  pigs  on  the  hills  where  the  Sutro 
forest  was  planted  afterward,  and  oa  the  ranges 
to  the  east.  They  used  to  graze  the  mi).ch 
cattle  on  the  hills  wben  the  spring  had  made 
the  hills  green,  leasing  the  Innd  for  the  pur- 
pose from  the  holders  of  the  tracts.  One  Spring, 
1892,  on  the  dry  of  their  silver  wedding,  they 
had  just  sold  the  dfilry  and  the  cattle  to  a  new 
oimer. 

SVEU  HORSE  GOT  IH  CQHaAL 

There  was  some  new  ruling  about  pasturing 
cattle  which  they  did  not  know  of,  and  the 
poundmen  were  lying  in  wait  to  herd  the  cattle 
in  for  the  fines  which  in  those  days  constituted 
their  emoluueuts.  The  Langes*  marvelous  dog, 
Shep,  reteran  of  maoy  a  herding,  heard  the  hall- 
oofi  of  the  powndtien,  and  all  by  himself  drove 
the  cattle  back  into  the  corral,  75  head  01  them, 
throu^  the  fences  and  the  pond,  and  with  the 
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herd  came  the  poundman's  horse »  and  he  had  to 
come  and  ask  for  It,  which  pleased  erery- 
hody  xery  snich,  especially  Shep.  When  he  died, 
killed  "by  a  street  car  long  after,  for  he  was 
tumsed  to  effete  conreTances  of  ciTilization, 
they  had  his  head  staffed  for  memory's  sake, 
bat  the  taxidemist  lost  the  likeness.  Bat  he 
was  a  good  dog,  and  nach  "belored,  and  the  ch- 
ildren remember  hin  well,  and  the  grandchildren 
know  of  his  prowess,  and  vhat  more  can  ddg  or 
man  ask  than  to  be  famed  for  two  generations. 

no  STBEETS  PAST  BAXEE 

In  the  old  days  the  Mailer  family  had  a 
ranch  across  the  road  from  the  Langes.  Opp- 
osite the  pazk  between  Cole  and  Stanyan  was 
theBohland  ranch.  On  Cole  between  Shrader  and 
Ashbury  was  a  grove  of  oaks,  to  which  people 
used  to  come  for  picnics.  The  Baker  ranch 
faced  Carl  Street.  Mitchell  had  a  ranch  on  the 
hill  now  covered  by  Satro  forest,  and  it  was 
called  Mitchell's  Hill  in  those  days.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Patrick  Farlong  had  a  ranch  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  and  later  moved  to  the  hollow 
near  the  Langes. 

They  drove  a  fine  white  horse  and  sport- 
ed a  bri^t  red  buggy  robe.  Meyer's  norsery,  a 
famous  place  to  bay  flowers  and  plants,  was  at 
Stanyan  and  Crattan  streets.  The  first  home- 
bailders  in  the  neighborhood  were  Mrs.  Ella  M, 
Sexton,  Mrs.  Gustav  Becker  and  the  Westovers, 
all  on  Stanyan  street.  Mrs.  Zaretsky  went  to 
school  with  her  brothers  at  the  South  Cosmop- 
olitan school,  on  Eddy  between  Tan  Ness  and 
Polk,  and  it  was  quite  a  trip.  Through  the  Pan- 
handle was  the  only  way  until  the  Haight  street 
car  line  was  cut  throu^,  for  there  were  no 
streets  beyond  Baker.  The  little  girl  would  wait 


at  Bak«r  and  the  Panhandle  for  her  father  or 
brothers  to  come  for  her  with  a  team.  She  re- 
oemhers  that  she  was  Interested  in  watching  a 
colored  man  without  legs,  vAo  sat  at  the  paric 
entrance  and  played  the  flute  for  the  largess 
of  the  folks  who  came  driving  "by  In  their  smart 
rlgfl  on  the  way  to  the  park. 

It  was  not  until  1887  that  nny  grading  was 
done.  The  Langes  Joined  with  Charles  N,  Felton, 
Pope  and  Talhot  and  Pamsworth  to  grade  the 
property  which  they  held.  The  work  took  until 
1889,  and  the  stone  came  mostly  from  the  old 
ijoarry  on  the  hill.  Corporal  Hamilton  Do"b"blnt 
came  to  the  district  In  1889,  and  It  was  still 
R  "benl^  countryside. 

Sft-nt^ahey  18.  1924. 

FIRST  WTILPIITf  ON  STAHYAH 
STBEET  STANDS  UNCHAHOED 

I  took  Peter  Burke »  \Aio,  with  his  father, 
was  In  the  contracting  Tmslness  in  SanFrancisco 
in  the  early  days,  over  the  Halght-Ashlrary  dltt- 
trict  yesterday  morning,  and  "because  he  remen- 
hered  every  house  that  was  "built  up  to  the  '90s, 
and  some  after  that,  it  was  interesting  progress. 
The  car  "b«-m,  not  In  anywise  altered  to  this  day, 
was  the  first  "building  on  Staayan,  constrtusted  in 
1882,  when  t,he  Halght  street  line  was  "built.  By 
the  way,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lange  rode  on  the  first  car 
that  ran  over  that  line.  Then  a  hotel,  called  the 
Terminal,  was  "built  on  the  comer,  and  across  the 
street  a  saloon  *diere  the  Hotel  Worthy  is  now  was 
ran  "by  John  Damon,  ^diose  son  la  employed  now  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.  Then  cane  Schmidt's  villa  and 
Joe  Langraft's  "Lily*  roaiJJiouse,  then  Mahoney's 
hog  ranch.  Lelpslc  had  a  place  next  that,  and 
then  the  famous  swimming  hole  at  Cole  and  Pell, 
"beloved  of  all  the  small  "boys  in  town. 
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LOVELT  HCaffi  AT  BAKER,  HAIGBT 

At  the  comer  of  Baker  and  Haleht  Btreets 
la  one  of  the  lorellest  old  homes  in  the  city. 
It  ve.B  hullt  "by  a  nan  naaied  Rodgere,  ^o  ovmed 
four  gqaa-re  "block*  of  land  lower  on  Haight  str- 
•et,  from  Pierce  to  Buchanan  and  from  Height  to 
Waller.  The  place  was  conetrocted  In  the  early 
•70»,  and  there  Is  still  a  street  named  after 
his  only  son,  Laassatt  Rodgers,  running  frwn 
Bachanan  to  Steiner  "between  Haight  and  Waller. 
In  the  old  garden,  "brave  with  palms  and  shrobs 
plantsd  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  is  a  fashaia 
"bash  that  Is  the  wonder  of  yiaitors,  even  in 
this  city  of  wonderful  fuchsias.  The  main  stalk 
is  more  than  eight  inches  in  diameter,  and  it  is 
far  more  a  tree  than  a  mere  shrub.  Rolla  "7.  Watt 
now  owns  the  place. 

JIMMY  rOGAHTT  BORN  lU  AREA 

On  the  sofuth  line  of  Haight  street,  in 
Boena  Vista  Paxfc,  Jimmy  fogarty  was  horn.  Lik« 
many  of  the  famous  men  of  the  nation,  his  hirth- 
place  was  a  little,  white-washed  cottage,  occ- 
upied afterward  hy  a  man  named  Hickey,  who  acted 
as  caretaker  of  the  park.  Fogarty  is  immortalised 
in  hronie  hy  the  master  hand  of  Douglas  Tilden  in 
the  statue  of  the  hasehall  player  for  these  many 
years  on  the  main  drive  of  Golden  Gate  Park  just 
wAst  of  Stanyan.  He  was  one  of  the  most  famous  of 
the  Philadelphia  Americans  and  a  memher  at  the 
tine  the  team  toured  the  world. 

Rohert  J.  Owens,  now  foreman  of  the  territ- 
ory in  the  Golden  Gate  Paric  containing  the  main 
"buildings,  was  "bom  in  the  park.  Just  ^ere  the 
stadium  for  the  Polytechnic  high  school  is  heing 
"built.  His  father,  John  Owens,  was  head  nursery- 
man for  the  park  long  before  the  venerable  John 
McLaren,  wlsard  of  the  greenhouses  these  many 
years,  came  in  1887  to  he  superintendent  of  the 
whole  works. 
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The  ^Igleya  bad  a  house  In  the  irnxk,  too, 
for  the  elder  Quigley  was  foreman  of  all  the  lab- 
orers and  teams  in  the  place.  7helr  cottage  was 
out  a  little  farther  than  the  Owens'. 

WHITE'S  RAHCH  BACK  OF  PABE 

Mrs.  WiUlam  White  had  a  ranch  on  Central 
arenae,  hack  of  Baena  Vista  Park,  and  another  of 
the  notahle  figures  in  hasehall,  Mike  Finn,  mana- 
ger of  the  faaous  Pioneer  hall  teaa  in  the  '80s, 
"built  himself  a  fine  hoM  on  Pag*  street  near 
Lyon.  In  1892,  \Aen  the  Rountree  brothers  had  al- 
most completed  a  hlock  of  houses  in  the  surround- 
ing land,  a  fire  started  in  one  of  the  houses  and 
the  whole  hlock  was  constsaed.  The  only  building 
left  standing  was  the  stable  of  the  Finn  house, 
a  well  construoted  house  of  wood.  By  some  freak 
it  was  left  unscathed,  and  still  stands  at  the 
back  of  the  lot.  The  fire  was  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing events  of  the  early  life  of  the  Hai^t-Ashbory, 
and  the  oldtlners  date  events  from  it.  Janes 
Heel  on  was  one  of  the  earliest  residents  of  the 
district.  He  was  once  assessor  of  Sen  Francisco 
and  later  senator  from  the  Twenty-first  senatorial 
district.  In  the  wofid  of  sports  he  figured  quite 
importantly,  for  he  was  a  noted  handball  player 
(Irish  handball,  with  the  hard  ball)  and  he  owned 
some  fine  race  horses. 

The  French  architect  I5oplere,  who  later 
designed  the  French  Hospital  built  himself  a  ch- 
arming home  In  the  '80s  on  the  comer  of  Ashbuiy 
and  Masonic,  and  it  is  still  in  good  rsTiair. 
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HAIGHT-ASHBUBI  HTILDIHG  FOLLOWED 
BOOTS  OF  FIHST  CARS 

Transportation  oaae  early,  considering  the  re~ 
aoteness  of  the  distrio)  ,  to  tbe  Halght-Ashtfory. 
The  Ealght  street  line  vas  first  a  cable  car.  C.S. 
White,  whoee  fajolly  hare  kept  the  coal  yard  at 
Clayton  and  Fa^  streets  for  33  years,  remembers 
that  the  cable  line  ran  between  enormous  banks  of 
•and  from  Masonic  to  Clayton.  In  those  days,  the 
•arly  '80s,  there  vas  a  pond  at  AshTmry  and  Oak 
streets  and  the  youngsters  uaed  to  go  swimming 
there  on  sonziy  afternoons.  It  was  called  the  Sec- 
ond (rate  Pond,  'because  the  second  gate  In  the 
fence  that  was  around  the  Panhandle  at  ths-t   time 
vas  at  that  point.  The  first  gate  was  at  Central 
arenoe,  azid  both  the  gates  were  locked  at  9 
o'clock  every  nl^t. 

Officer  Beck,  who  rode  a  '.<^lt8  horse,  used  to 
chase  the  kids  awny  from  the  pond.  The  white 
horse  vaa  CGas^^lcuous,  and  could  be  seen  a  long 
way  off,  so  the  youngsters  vere  seldom  caught. 

MEPHC3P0LITAM  EQAD  WAS  HECT 

The  Metropolitan  road  cane  next  aftor  ths 
Hal^t  street  line.  It  terminated  at  Sddy  and 
Mazktt  and  the  line  \fa3  a  '.finding  one.  It  vent 
out  Eddy  to  Hyde,  Hyde  to  O'Farrell  to  Scott  to 
Fell  to  Baker  to  Page  to  Clayton  to  Carl  and 
out  to  the  oar  bam  at  71rat  arenae.  At  the  time 
of  ths  Midwinter  Fair  the  line  was  extended  to 
Kinth  arenas  and  Lincoln  way.  The  original  line 
wtia  built  In  1890,  raid  there  ^^.s  an  office  in 
the  White  coal  yard. 

The  electric  ear  line  running  froa  Waller  and 
Stnnyan  streets  to  the  Mission,  via.  Clayton  and 
Ashbory  streets,  was  installad  by  A.  B.  KcLenegan, 
an  en/^neer,  -^o  received  his  trp.inlng  in  the 
United  States  HeTenae  Marine.  To  OTercome  the  very 
difficult  frade  on  the  ridge  at  the  head  of 


Sixteenth  street,  he  pat  In  the  evrltehback, 
\rtiioh  la  a  feature  of  the  line  to  this  day. 
The  old  line  wound  around  the  hills  and  dotm 
Eighteenth  street  and  reached  a  terminal  at 
Third  and  Harrison  streets. 

HO  UEAHTH  OF  FINE  HOMES 

There  was  no  dearth  of  fine  homes,  even 
in  the  earliest  days  of  the  district.  The  old- 
timers  hated  to  he  limited  for  space  and  took 
no  comfort  in  heing  huddled  together  like  more 
timid  souls  of  less  courageous  days.  Hiram  B. 
Cook,  a  famous  referee,  had  a  home  on  Page 
street  hy  the  '80s.  The  DeLong  residence  on 
Frederick  and  DeLong  avenue,  now  Delmar  str- 
eet, was  a  fine  showplace  soon  after.  Colonel 
Jack  Doolittle  built  a  home  on  the  southwest 
comer  of  Page  and  Shrader,  and  C,  S.  Salfield 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 

Howard  Stillhrook  was  an  early  comer  to 
the  district,  and  Hooper,  the  lumherman,  cons- 
tructed the  old  mansion  on  Aahhury  near  Freder- 
ick. Argenti's  drug  store,  the  first  in  the 
district,  was  on  the  remote  comer  of  Waller 
and  Clayton.  It's  mored  now  to  Cole  and  Haight, 
in  the  center  of  quits  a  business  row.  Jaaies  B. 
&Dith,  President  of  the  Western  Fuel  Company, 
caae  out  in  the  *90a  to  Page  and  Ashbuxy.  Theo- 
dora Narceau,  favorite  photographer  of  fashion 
and  beauty,  >^ose  fine  four-in-hand  was  a 
dashing  si^t  on  Sunday  afternoons  in  the  parte, 
built  on  Ashbuxy  near  Frederick. 

TEBBT  SLAXER  LIVED  THEBE 

Jaaea  l^agel,  vbo  slew  Judge  Terry,  lived  on 
the  comer  of  Ashbury  and  Page.  Judge  Terry  had 
married  Sarah  Althea,  woman  of  tragedy,  and  she 
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went  mad  after  the  kUllng,  and  died  not  long 
ago  in  the  Stockton  hospital  for  the  Insane. 
Z  saw  her  onoe,  30  years  and  more  ago.  In  that 
place »  and  thoo^  I  vas  a  rery  little  girl, 
her  pltlfol  face  and  her  shorn  gray  head  have 
haunted  me  nov  and  then  ever  since.  The  story 
Is  one  of  the  swift  moving  dramas  that  ahound- 
ed  In  the  early  days  of  the  city. 

Se-Dtember  20.  1934. 

riHST  CLUB  TO  AID  DISTHICT 
OBfiAIilZES  IN  1888 

The  Panhandle  Improvement  Club  ifas  organ- 
ized in  1888,  one  of  the  first  in  the  city.  By 
1891  it  vas  a  thriving  instittitlon  and  was 
fighting  valiantly  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Haight-Ashlmzy  district..  The  name  was  changed 
then  to  Fanhnndle  and  Ashbory-Hei^te  Istprove- 
ment  Club.  Dr.  CD.  Salfield  was  the  first 
president  and  Mr.  O'Leary  the  first  Vice-Pres- 
ident. The  meetings  were  held  in  the  social 
hall  of  the  new  I<ange  residence,  and  hy  1892, 
things  really  began  to  get  very  active  indeed* 
Dr.  Salfield  was  a  resotirceful  leader.  He  had 
Imllt  a  hdautifol  home  at  the  comer  of  Page 
and  Shrader  and  owned  mooh  property  in  the  dis- 
trict. 

Street  li/^ts  were  conspicuous  hy  their 
atsence,  and  there  seemed  little  chance  of  get- 
ting the  supervisors  to  do  anything  about  it. 
Salfield  Invited  the  whole  "board  to  an  elabor- 
ate dinner,  setting  forth  the  very  best  in  food 
and  moisture.  He  hired  a  group  of  h^icJonea  to 
carry  his  guests  to  and  from  the  party.  Inst- 
ructing the  drivers  to  guide  their  steeds  th- 
rong every  chuckhole  and  rut  on  the  way.  If  the 
passengers  made  any  comnlaint,  the  drivers  were 
to  exolaln  that  the  streets  were  in  a  terrible 
condition,  and  that  there  were  no  lights  vdiatever. 
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PHOMISED  nUiL  SSTTLSaCEST 

They  were  promised  a  fall  settlement  for  any 
broken  hubs  or  wrenched  springs.  The  plan  succ- 
eeded. The  house  was  so  charming  and  the  dinner 
so  good  that  the  guests  couldn't  hear  that  the 
road  to  future  feasts  should  he  so  rou^.  An 
electrical  contractor  was  included  in  the  party 
by  a  providential  arrangement,  and  within  a  few 
weeks  40  lights  were  placed  in  the  immediate 
nei^borhood.  So  sparsely  settled  was  the  dist- 
rict that  Dr.  Salfield  could  see  almost  all  of 
them  from  his  window. 

Another  Hapoleonic  strategy  resulted  in  the 
marked  iBprorsasent  of  the  principal  streets.  In 
the  winter  the  streets  were  very  bad,  indeed, 
what  with  the  teaming  for  the  Tiark  and  the  lack 
of  paring.  Photographs  of  the  puddles  did  not 
show  Tery  convincingly,  though  the  real  puddles 
were  remarkably  convincing  to  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants.  Salfield  took  advantage  of  a  sewer 
that  was  always  getting  clogged  up,  and  aided 
the  clogging  with  a  board  or  two.  Water  poured 
gaily  out  of  the  nearest  manhole  and  formed  a 
lake  on  Oak  street.  Into  the  lake  they  launched 
a  rovboat  and  into  the  boat  got  Salfield  and 
little  Will  Cranston.  The  photographer  did  the 
rest,  taking  in  a  section  of  the  Panhandle 
fence  for  identification  purposes.  In  a  real 
pond,  not  so  large,  but  Just  as  muddy,  Salfield 
set  a  flock  of  wooden  decoy  ducks.  That  was  at 
the  comer  of  Clayton  and  Oak.  The  pictures  did 
the  work.  The  streets  began  to  be  improved. 

HSO  FOR  FIBS  SATETT  SSBV 

After  the  great  Page  street  fire  in  the  early 
'90s  and  the  two  Ashbury  fires  that  followed  it, 
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the  need  for  special  fire  proteotion  in  the 
district  "began  to  "be  felt.  Three  firemen 
lost  their  llTes  in  the  Page  street  confla- 
gration. Two  of  them  were  Dick  Windrow  and 
Chris  Madison.  The  only  fire  apparatus  av- 
ailable was  that  stationed  on  the  old  Bay 
District  Track  in  the  Richmond  district,  and 
it  was  sadly  inadequate  and  far  off.  As  a 
direct  result  of  the  agitation  after  the  hig 
fires.  Engine  No.  30  was  housed  on  Waller 
and  Stanyan.  A  little  later  Engine  No.  21 
came  to  the  station  on  Oak  "between  Divisadero 
and  Broderlck. 

Fire  Chief  Thomas  H.  f^urphy  was  one  of 
the  drivers  of  the  engine  these  many  years 
ago.  Because  the  hill 9  were  hard  on  the  hor- 
ses and  it  was  so  much  trouble  getting  to 
fires  on  the  tops  of  the  ridges  in  the  dist- 
rict the  residents  "began  to  agitate  for  a 
station  on  the  hill.  They  argaed  very  reason- 
ably that  it  didn't  matter  how  long  the  horses 
were  getting  "back  up  a  hill  after  a  fire.  It 
was  the  expedition  with  irfiich  they  might  come 
down  a  hill  that  mattered.  After  the  great 
fire  of  1906  the  hill  station  was  "built,  hous- 
ing Tiinel^*  No.  40,  at  Clayton  and  Seventeenth 
streets. 

S^mtftmber  22.  1924. 

HAIGHT-ASEBUHT  AOAIIT  BOOMED 

BY  NEW  HOMESSEKSHS 

Immediately  after  the  great  fire  of  1906, 
there  come  another  great  "boom  in  the  Haight- 
Ashboiy.  The  impetus  that  the  Midwinter  Fair 
bad  given  "building  was  renewed  "by  the  hordes 
of  people  \iio   left  the  "burned-over  areas  seek- 
ing new  home  sites. 
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Th«  Hal^t-Aihbury  Improvement  Club  was  org- 
anized within  a  year,  with  Paul  Berbert  as  first 
president.  There  vere  600  membero  and  the  cluh 
aooMBpliahed  wonders.  The  streets  were  cut  thr- 
ong the  Panhandle,  orpeninc  an  easy  wsy  to  the 
district  heyond;  the  Polytechnic  Stadium  was  fds- 
tered  "by  the  club.  Some  of  the  active  members 
will  always  be  remembered  for  their  signal  serv* 
ice  to  the  district. 

The   coping  and  stone  woxk  around  the  Buena 
Vista  Parte  was  completed  by  Polytechnic  High 
School  hoys,  working  under  the  direction  of  Will- 
iam Drew,  now  principal  of  Mission  Hi^,  and  then 
a  teacher  in  the  Polytechnic  High.  Drew  was  a 
president  of  the  improvement  club  at  one  time. 

COMMlTTia!  SPONSORED  HEW  LISHPIHO 

sransH 

Under  the  committee  of  which  ?.  E.  Meachaa 
is  head,  the  attractive  li^ts  which  make  Haight 
street  a  pleasant  thorou^ifare  at  ni^t  were  mxt 
in  place,  and  the  type  has  been  adopted  hy  the 
city  as  the  standard  for  residence  districts. 

Willian  Corbin  and  Tim  Tracy,  serving  on  the 
pEurlc  committee,  were  responsible  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Eai^t  street.  At  the  present  time  the 
club  is  working  valiantly,  under  the  leadership 
of  Evan  Davies,  the  president,  for  all  that  may 
benefit  the  district. 

The  big/iest  project  Is  the  Eureka  Valley  tun- 
nel, designed  to  ran  from  Cole  and  Alma  streets 
in  the  Hai^t-Ashbuiy  to  Danvers  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Eighteenth  street  hill.  The  member- 
ship is  pressing  the  need  of  this  tunnel  and  of 
a  connecting  car  line  over  Masonic  avenue  to 
connect  with  the  Oeary  line  on  the  other  side 
of  the  cemeteries. 
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PABEHTS  ACTIVE  IH  SCHOOLS  OF  DiaTHICT 

There  are  actl-ve  Parent-Teacher  aesoclatlon* 
in  each  of  the  echools,  and  the  Orattan  school, 
with  ainroxlmately  900  tmnllB,  of  which  Mlae 
Louise  Batler  is  principal,  is  one  of  the  finest 
schools  in  the  city.  The  Dudley  Stone  school 
will  "be  rehailt  innediately  on  the  lot  "back  of 
the  present  site,  and  the  old  "buildlne,  which 
has  served  its  ^mrpose,  will  soon  be  rased.  Hai- 
^t-Ashhiiry  is  one  of  the  few  residential  dist- 
ricts having  a  full  educational  course  within 
walking  distance  of  the  center  of  it.  With  the 
elementary  schools,  the  Crocker  Junior  High,  the 
Lowell  High  School  just  across  the  park  Pun- 
hajidle,  and  the  Affiliated  Colleges  a  block  or 
80  away,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fine  Polytechnic 
High  School  a  stone's  throw  from  the  university 
■buildings,  one  might  live  a  lifetime  in  the 
district  and  never  miss  outside  advantages. 

LISraiOT  BOASTS  SZVEHAL 
THSATBES- 

Llke  all  comfortable  and  prosperous  districts, 
the  Hai^t-Ashbury  is  up  to  date  in  the  demand 
for  the  last  word  in  worth-while  amusements.  With 
the  caning  of  the  motion  picture  came  the  Park 
Theater  in  1908,  owned  by  Oppenheimer  and  A,  C, 
Karski,  ^iho   later  built  the  Pvoyal  Theater  on 
Polk  street.  Karski  is  now  building  the  Grand 
avenue  Theater  in  Oakland,  with  Louis  Eallskl  as 
partner. 

The  Theatorlujn,  ran  hf  Bob  Oleeson,  was  about 
contennorary  with  the  Park  Theater.  The  original 
Hal^t  Theater  was  built  in  1910  by  Hallahan  and 
Gets.  The  nanagere  were  ambitious  and  the  show 
house  t)layed  both  vaudeville  and  pictures.  The 
Sooerba  Theater,  near  the  Hai^t,  was  built  at 
about  the  same  time  by  Zarekl  and  Oproenheim.  It 
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li  still  in  existence  as  a  picture  house. 
The  original  name  was  Sonset,  "bat  had  no 
identification  with  the  other  theater  of 
that  name  farther  out. 

OLD  HOUSE  BSMODELED  MS 
BALCOHT  BUIM! 

In  1915  Samael  H,  Levin  hou^t  the 
Hai^t  Theater  and  remodeled  the  place  and 
httilt  a  balcony.  W.  H.  Wilson,  ^hlicity 
MAn  deluxe,  stood  sponsor  for  it  with  the 
public.  He  later  sold  the  house  to  Godfrey 
and  Sack,  idio  are  still  the  owners,  and 
huilt  the  Coliseum  in  the  Richmond  district. 

One  ml^t  go  on  for  an  indefinite  nom- 
"ber  of  days  writing  of  the  snag  little 
Hai^t-Ashbury,  "but  other  fascinating  cities 
are  still  to  he  risited  within  the  city. 
Just  a  last  trip  to  the  heights  of  Buena 
Vista  Park,  where  the  city  lies  helow  one 
like  magic  mantle;  a  final  glimpse  at  the 
Park  and  we  will  go  over  the  hill  to  the 
Dureka  Valley  tomorrow,  to  consider  that  re- 
markable territory  and  its  charming  people. 

Sentember  23.  1924. 

ZUBEKA  VALLEY 

There  is  such  an  air  of  well-established 
maturity  in  the  Eureka  Valley  that  it  is  hard 
to  realise  that  the  territory,  like  all  of 
western  San  Francisco,  only  yesterday  was  de- 
voted to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  In  the 
'70s,  when  the  houses  began  their  first  march 
into  the  valley,  creeping  beyond  the  Mission 
district  into  the  streets  beyond  Sanchea,  the 
principal  activities  of  the  Eureka  Valley  were 
cow  ranches,  vegetable  gardens  and  brickyards. 
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The  Cofbett  road  was  already  a  fairly  well  tra- 
veled highway,  and  the  Earoka  House  of  the  Dav- 
enecks,  and  the  Mountain  Spring  House,  run  by 
San  Cos  telle,  were  flourishing.  The  Adam  Miller 
residence,  the  heantifol,  ranhling  place  that 
still  graces  upper  Market  street  vftiere  the  Eight- 
eenth street  cars  ran  now,  was  huilt.  The  wlllowt 
were  just  planted  and  the  garden  was  new  in  those 
days,  hut  3>ertiaps  no  more  "beautifal  than  now,  for 
the  willows  are  gnarled  old  veterans  and  the 
shruhs  have  the  look  of  maturity  and  a  ripe  old 
age. 

CnrER  TEE  HIIL  RAHOED  PASTURES 

Over  the  hill,  from  Twentieth  street  up,  the 
cattle  of  Frank  Short  rtiaged  the  pastures.  He  had 
a  fine  ranch  over  the  "brow  of  the  hill  looking 
down  on  Hoe  Valley.  The  Schaffer  Brothers  had  a 
milk  ranch  Just  "back  of  the  Miller  -niace  and  be- 
low the  Mountain  Spring  House.  Where  the  Castro 
Theater  stands  there  was  a  house  owned  "by  Matear, 
and  across  the  street  was  a  great  rose  garden, 
maintained  there  for  the  delectation  of  Richard 
Chandler  and  his  flower-loving  friends.  Saaiael 
Birch  lived  nearby  in  a  little  cottage  and  kept 
the  garden  watered. 

The  Tutte  brothers,  Albert  and  John,  ran  a 
brickyard  on  the  southwest  comer  of  Eighteenth 
and  Doyglaa.  They  employed  Chinese  labor  and 
made  a  great  success.  Teut  had  a  ■brickyard  on 
the  hill  vhere  the  schoolhouse  is  now,  and 
Charlie  Warren  got  all  the  red  rock  and  gravel 
which  he  needed  for  the  grading  of  the  cable 
llhe  out  Market  from  a  quarry  on  the  Flint  tract 
on  the  edge  of  the  district.  The  Gray  Brothers 
took  over  the  qoarry  about  1896,  and  operated  it 
until  almost  the  time  of  the  great  fire.  The 
hill  has  a  opeer.  Jagged  appearance  to  this  day 
from  both  sides  of  the  divide. 


griAM  roMKr  ran  there 

AAan  Wagner  had  a  milk  ranch  at  Sixteenth 
and  Ord  »tr«eta  which  he  called  the  Eareka 
Dairy.  ClaAe  had  another  ranch  at  Seventeenth 
and  Dotiglas. 

There  were  yegetahle  gardens  and  grain  fiel- 
ds all  the  way  out  from  Hoe  to  "between  Guerrero 
and  Valexusla  and  Sixteenth.  The  old  Ererett 
School  was  the  new  school  then  and  hfld  "been  1ml- 
It  to  replace  the  little  one-room  school  that 
Mrs.  Banning  had  held  In  ZUpeck's  store  on 
Castro  "between  Eighteenth  and  nineteenth. 

A  Steam  danmy  ran  from  Valencia  and  Market 
to  Seventeenth  and  Castro,  and  It  was  not  until 
1887  that  Castro  street  was  cut  throu^  so  that 
the  oahle  line  could  "be  "built.  The  cars  came 
out  Market  and  turned  at  Oastro  and  went  to  Twen- 
ty-sixth street,  well  Into  the  Noe  Valley.  The 
old  carhouse  and  power  station  at  Vedencla  and 
Market  Is  still  marked  by  the  ruined  old  hrlck 
chimney  that  stands  In  staxk  and  loxely  dignity 
idiere  the  great  wheels  used  to  turn.  There  was 
a  tumtahle  at  Castro  and  Market,  "but  it  was 
only  used  a  short  time.  While  the  road  was 
building  out  rte.rket  street  to  Castro  It  was  !■- 
posslhle  to  operate  the  steam  dummies,  of  course, 
and  80  horse-drawn  "buses  supplied  the  needs  of 
the  scattered  population. 

OASTRO  STREET  IS  UP-TO-DATE 

It  was  not  many  years  sifter  that  Behrendt 
Joost  o"btalned  the  franchise  for  the  San  Mateo 
and  San  Francisco  line  and  "built  the  electric 
road  with  the  switchback  that  still  runs  on  the 
old  rl^t  of  way.  Joost  married  Anna  Miller, 
daughter  of  Adam,  and  she  Is  still  living  In 
the  charming  old  home  that  her  father  built. 

That  Is  the  picture  of  the  Eureka  Valley  In 
the  old  days.  Oastro  Is  an  up-to-date  "business 


street  nov.  The  houses  on  the  slopes  of  the 
valley  are  taking  on  the  patina  of  middle  age. 
The  gardens  are  well  grown  and  there  are  few 
Tacant  lots  save  on  the  tops  of  the  hills.  The 
son  shines  pleasantly  in  the  valley,  protected 
from  the  western  winds  hy  a  \ra.ll  of  Mils  on 
all  sides  save  the  south.  The  place  is  as  charm- 
ing as  its  ncme. 

Sexitemher  24.  1924. 

EXTESSIOH  OF  MAHES?  TO 
SEA  OHCE  IBSAMED 

Adam  Miller  believed  that  Market  street 
would  some  d^iy  he  cut  clear  throu^  to  the 
Ocean.  He  did  not  live  to  see  his  prophecy  come 
true,  but  now  there  He  is  a  street  sign  on  the 
white  fence  that  he  built  around  his  property, 
and  *<Maricet  Street"  is  printed  on  it,  and  the 
way  winds  around  Twin  Peaks  and  out  to  the  Ocean 
in  a  broad  ribbon  of  roadway.  Under  the  Biountain 
the  tunnel  cuts  through  by  a  feat  of  engineering 
that  would  have  delighted  his  heart,  for  he  was 
a  great  engineer,  with  many  accomplishments  to 
his  credit. 

Eureka  Valley  may  well  consider  how  mach 
it  owes  to  the  vision  and  the  courage  of  Adam 
Miller,  and  of  Behrend  Joost,  his  son-inr-law.  The 
story  of  the  family  is  most  romantic.  Adam  Miller 
was  a  famous  young  civil  engineer  in  Germany,  and 
his  beautiful  wife  was  of  nobl,e  blood.  She  was 
weary  of  the  artificialities  of  fashionable  life 
in  Berlin,  where  her  charm  had  made  her  a  great 
favorite  in  the  social  \Airl. 

LOOEIHQ  TOE  WORLDS  TO  COSqUSR 

Miller  was  looking  for  new  worlds  to  conquer. 
They  were  young  endn^  to  be  fired  by  the  tedes 
of  the  magic  land  of  California.  The  discovery  of 
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gold  had  set  the  young  hearts  of  the  world 
a^boDger  for  adyenture.  They  caoe  to  this 
country,  and  he  stopped  long  enou^  at  Mil- 
vatiloBe  to  engineer  the  great  Milwaukee 
Bridge.  In  1860  the  urge  for  the  West  was 
too  strong  for  them.  They  went  to  New  Toric, 
then  hy  steamer  and  the  Isthnus  and  steamer 
a^in  to  San  Francisco.  They  lived  first  on 
the  fashionable  Shipley  street,  now  in  the 
heart  of  the  light  manufactriring  district 
near  Polsom  street.  Then,  in  1864,  Miller 
bou^t  a  fine  homesite  on  the  slope  of  the 
hill  -under  the  protection  of  Twin  Peaks 
towering  above.  He  built  a  fine  home  of  the 
sturdiest  make.  Even  the  great  temblor  of 
1906  could  not  pat  a  crack  in  its  strong, 
honest  walls.  When  the  descendants  wanted 
to  remodel  the  place  to  modem  rectoirements, 
they  had  to  build  over  the  old  structure.  It 
was  too  firmly  anchored  to  tear  down.  On  the 
ground  was  a  six-room  brick  house,  finished 
in  the  finest  maple  interior.  It  had  belong 
ed  to  that  romantic  figure  of  old  California, 
General  Vallejo. 

SEW  BRICKS  OHLT  HOtiaH 

Only  a  few  old  bricks  remain  to  show 
where  it  stood,  for  it  was  razed  to  make  room 
for  the  roadway,  and  the  car  line.  There  were 
fine  springs  on  the  place,  and  the  site  was 
perfect.  The  old  folks  lived  there  tmtil  their 
dau^ter  Anna  had  been  married  for  five  years 
to  Behrend  Joost.  The  young  couple  had  been 
living  on  Howard  street,  after  their  wedding 
in  »74.  The  place  was  getting  a  bit  too  large 
for  Adojn  Miller  and  his  wife,  or  perhaps  they 
were  weary  of  living  too  long  in  the  same 
place.  At  any  rate,  they  projected  selling  it, 
and  Joost  boo^t  it,  45  years  ago,  so  that  the 


grandchildren  of  the  hallder  mi^t  IIts  in 
it.  Joost  vas  a  laan  of  action.  He  hoogh^t 
heavily  of  the  nninrproved  property  in  the 
vest  of  the  city,  that  men  of  less  vision 
heliered  worthless.  More  than  once  he  and 
Adolph  9atro  indulged  in  friendly  rivalry 
in  getting  territory  in  the  sand  dunes. 

TDHHELS  HUL  TO  GET  WATIR 

latere  was  no  water  supply  in  the  Eur- 
eka Valley,  but  that  in  no  wise  defeated 
Joost.  Ee  proceeded  to  tunnel  into  the  hill, 
and  to  collect  the  excellent  water  that  was 
to  he  had  in  abundance  from  staay  springs.  Hs 
formed  a  cospany,  called  it  the  Mountain 
Springs  Water  Ctnopany,  and  supplied  the  nei- 
^hors  with  fine  water.  When  the  Twin  Peaks 
tunnel  was  cut  throng,  some  of  the  old 
springs  were  drained  throng  the  woikings, 
and  the  water  supnly  fell  a  little,  hut  the 
eoiQ>any  still  ox>erate8  and  has  its  qaota  of 
faithful  customers. 

There  was  no  car  line  into  the  district. 
Joost  built  one.  Ee  procured  the  franchise 
for  the  San  Francisco  and  San  Mateo  line, 
and  put  it  into  operation. 

It  is  still  an  important  connecting  link 
between  the  Mission  and  downtown  districts, 
and  the  Hai^t-Ashbuiy  and  Golden  Gate  Part. 
It  carried  thousands  of  visitors  to  the  Mid- 
winter Fair. 

Joost  presented  the  Spring  Valley  Company 
with  the  land  on  Clarendon  Heights  \Aere  the 
Twin  Peaks  reservoir  now  is  constructed. 

45  GBASDCHlLnSSV  ABE  TESCSSD^MS 

Forty-five  grandchildren  and  10  great- 
grandchildren are  direct  descendants  of  Adaa 


Miller  axid  his  lorely  wife.  They  have  hecome 
an  integral  part  of  the  commercial  and  pro- 
fessional life  of  the  city,  and  most  of  thea 
still  make  San  Francisco,  city  of  realized 
dreams,  their  hahltat.  Some  few  of  them  have 
gone  to  other  parts  of  California,  hut  not 
far  from  the  Eureka  Yalley,  where  the  old 
homestead  still  stands,  a  charming,  suhstant- 
lal  home,  In  the  midst  of  a  lovely  garden. 
The  willows  that  were  planted  years  ago  are 
great  gnarled  trees,  and  the  house  has  heen 
changed  only  enough  to  keep  it  In  touch  with 
modernity. 

SeT^temher  25.  1924. 

FIHST  EOBEKA.  TEACHER  POOND 
IBIS,  GOJCS  BOT  NO  SCHOOL 

It  was  1877  before  there  was  any  school 
in  the  Eureka  Valley  proper.  Youngsters  of 
the  school  age  had  gone  Into  the  Mission  for 
their  schooling.  In  the  year  mentioned  George 
Beanston,  then  secretary  of  the  Board  of  3d- 
ucation,  asked  Mrs.  F.  A,  Banning  if  she 
would  take  over  the  prlnclpalshlp  of  a  12 
room  school  in  the  district.  She  consented, 
and  hied  forth  to  find  the  school.  It  was 
spring  in  the  valley,  and  the  sun  shone,  and 
the  hirds  twittered  in  the  "brush,  and  the 
cows  roamed  over  the  hills,  and  there  were 
goats,  too.  The  wildflowers  made  a  gay  pro- 
fusion of  color,  and  especially  the  tall  pu^ 
pie  iris  were  everywhere.  It  was  a  lovely 
sight  to  a  girl  newly  arrived  from  the  winter 
in  Ohio.  She  roamed  ahout  happily  for  a  little, 
and  then  hegan  looking  for  the  12-rocHn  school. 


BOT  THEHE  WAS  NO  SCHOOL  THERE 

There  wasn't  any  such  thing  to  "be  fotmd,  "but 
she  fell  so  in  loTe  with  the  district  that  she 
has  heen  living  in  that  Tery  locality  from  that 
day  to  this.  The  school  soon  "became  a  reality, 
alheit  not  the  12  room  affair.  A  store  *diich 
"belonged  to  one  John  Zili)eck  was  rented  and  the 
first  popils  assembled. 

The  "building  was  on  Castro  avenae  between 
Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth.  The  first  class  con- 
vened on  Jfumary  8,  1877.  In  1878  the  Sanchez 
Street  School  of  ei^t  rooms  was  const rocted, 
and  vias  loiown  "by  that  xuma   for  a  long  time.  Mrs. 
Banning,  like  go  many  San  Franciscans  \A\o   came 
here  Instead  of  "being  "bom  here,  is  intensely 
loj^al  to  the  traditions  of  the  old  town. 

vnien  John  Swett,  who  had  a  keen  interest  in 
nfimlng  the  schools  of  the  city,  called  the  old 
Sanchez  Street  School  the  Everett,  she  felt  that 
it  was  too  had  to  go  p.11  the  way  "back  to  New 
England  to  get  a  name,  even  thjko^  the  one  chosen 
was  so  illustrious.  The  equipment  in  the  school 
was  very  sinrple.  Mrs  Banning  taught  the  princip- 
les of  physics  with  a  laboratory  eonsisting  of 
a  cupftii  of  salt,  a  lump  or  bo  of  sugar,  a  hand- 
ful of  rubber  bands,  and  some  long  strips  of 
paper.  Will  Drew,  principal  of  the  Mission  Hi^ 
School,  has  "been  known  to  relate  how  he  learned 
certain  of  the  properties  of  matter  so  well  from 
the  simple  equipment,  in  conjunction  with  the 
excellent  teaching  of  Mrs.  Baiming,  that  the  old 
experiments  came  "back  to  his  memory  many  times 
at  opT)ortune  moments  in  his  college  days. 

riHST  TEACHERS  WERE  INTERESTING 

The  first  teachers  were  an  Interestlnfe  group 
of  women.  Some  of  them  have  passed  to  the  great 
beyond;  some  of  them  have  attained  important 


places  in  the  social  and  educational  life  of  the 
later  city,  and  all  of  them  remember  the  early 
days  of  the  Everett  School  and  the  first  pupils, 
now  middle-aged  men  and  women,  with  the  dee3>e8t 
affection. 

Anong  the  xxuaher  was  Miss  M,  M,  McDonnell, 
now,  with  her  sister,  running  a  highly  success- 
ful militaty  academy  in  the  south.  If  this  should 
come  to  the  good  lady's  eye,  hy  some  chance,  I 
want  her  to  know  that  one  of  her  pupils  in  later 
days  in  the  Denman  School  in  the  "hl^  sixth", 
has  never  for^tten  how  she  tau^t  a  hook^hnngry 
youngster  to  study.  I  have  her  signature  in  an  old 
autograph  alhom  of  a  1901  vintage,  and  I  treasure 
it  highly.  There  was  Mrs,  M,  E.  Moore,  who  was 
Mathilda  E.  Whittal  before  her  marriage;  Miss  Ada 
Goldsmith,  Miss  Elisabeth  Graham,  afterward  prin- 
cipal of  James  Lick  School;  Miss  Mary  Elliot  and 
Mrs.  Sykes. 

STUBGESS  HOW  SCHOOL  HEAD 

There  were  Miss  Bertha  Sliaonsen  and  Miss 
Jennie  Johnson  and  Miss  Llllie  Gallagher,  Mr«. 
Crocker,  the  beautiful  Miss  Jennie  Houston,  Mrs. 
Annie  Earl  Peck,  and  several  others  as  the  years 
went  on. 

Mrs.  Banning  was  principal  from  the  day  the 
school  opened  until  she  resigned  in  1907.  Seldom 
Stixrgess  took  her  place  and  is  still  head  of  the 
old  school.  The  district  has  several  schools  now. 
There  is  the  Douglas,  with  Miss  W.  S.  Tarpey  at 
the  head  of  it,  on  nineteenth  and  Hollywood.  The 
Edison,  at  Church  and  Hm,  is  in  charge  of  Miss 
Saunders.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  new 
school  will  replace  the  old  Everett  soon,  for  46 
years  is  old  enough  for  any  school,  especially 
when  the  youngsters  of  the  valley  are  arriving 
in  hordes  to  demand  the  best  that  the  modem  ways 
of  education  can  give  them. 
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I  saw  some  of  the  old  specimens  of  handwriting 
that  Mrs.  Banning  has  treasured  for  all  these  years. 
Some  of  the  names  were  very  interesting  to  read, 
and  it  was  very  amasing  to  picture  the  dignified 
men  and  women  that  the  youngsters  hare  grown  into 
strogfjling  to  produce  a  "specimen"  of  handwriting 
sufficiently  fine  to  pass  imster  for  Mrs.  Banning 's 
hook. 

DDTSNECKS  HAD  TSE  FI2ST  STOBK 

Lenora  Davidson,  Frank  of  the  same  name,  1'eresa 
Fredericks,  and  her  sister,  Slizaheth;  the  Drews, 
John,  Daniel,  BleAnor  £vad  Oeorge;  Catherine  Hahoney 
and  the  Countney  children,  whose  father  ke:.:t  a  gro- 
cery at  Hartford  and  Ei^teentht  there  were  the 
Plerins  and  the  McKnews  and  the  'iorralls,  with 
el£*t,  11  and  four  children,  respecti-rely;  there 
were  the  Davenecks,  whose  father  kept  the  first  st- 
or«  in  the  district,  the  Bureka  (Jrooery,  with  a 
thirst  quenchery  next  door. 

Charles  is  still  in  the  district,  hut  the  gro- 
cery Is  gone.  The  old  horse  trou^,  its  edge  serr- 
ated hy  the  impatient  tce*k  of  soae  of  the  finest 
horses  of  history,  outhound  over  the  old  Corhett 
road  that  their  drivers  might  reach  the  race  cour- 
se and  the  heaoh  heyond,  still  stands  on  the  side- 
walk, bat  it  is  dry,  and  so,  alas,  la  the  historic 
old  har  inside. 

OLD  PLACE  IS  KEPT  OPEH 

Daveneck,  fortunately  for  lovers  of  the  old 
days,  has  kept  the  T»lace  as  it  x*as,  vrlth  the  charm- 
ing old  racing  prints  and  mementos  of  the  city. 
Over  the  mirror  hangs  a  picture  of  the  Kission  Dolo- 
res as  it  %»as  in  1862,  with  the  house  of  the  Dav- 
enecks only  a  door  or  so  from  the  reverend  adobe. 


There  la  a  wonderful  model  of  a  ship.  In  a 
glass  case,  handiwori:  of  an  old  chap  who  loved 
the  orlgiiuul  and  periiaps  sailed  the  seven  seas 
in  her.  He  died  at  the  almshouse,  "but  before 
he  died  he  gave  his  precious  model  to  Charles 
Daveneck's  father.  And  so  strange  are  the  ways 
of  the  htiiaan  heairt  that  he  would  not  disclose 
the  name  of  the  ship  nor  \dience  she  sailed. 

Seutemher  26.  1934. 

PLAH  TO  HAZS  18TH  STREET  HIIL 
GAINS  BACKERS 

Onl7  two  "blocks  of  uncompleted  street  work 
prevent  Market  street  from  reaching  the  Perry 
huilding  to  the  San  Mateo  county  line  in  one 
tuibroken  highway  of  smooth,  wide  pavement.  Those 
two  "blocks  are  in  the  Eureka  district,  where  the 
Eighteenth  street  line  switchhack  is,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  Improvement  club  and  the  Merchants' 
Association  of  the  district  are  "bent  toward  ach- 
ieving the  ultimate  two  hlocks.  Another  two  blocks 
are  interesting  the  Eureka  Valley  cltlsens,  as 
well  as  the  citizens  of  the  %diole  Haight-Ashhury 
and  Sunset  districts.  No  one  has  ever  seen  them, 
for  they  are  burled  deep  voider  the  Eighteenth 
street  hill,  that  rampart  that  separates  the  dis- 
tricts one  from  the  other.  The  Eureka  Valley 
tunnel,  designed  to  run  from  Carl  street  on  the 
north  to  Doztvers  and  upT>er  Market  on  the  south, 
will  only  be  a  matter  of  about  1450  feet,  but  it 
will  mean  tremendous  things  to  the  people  who 
live  on  both  sides  of  the  hill.  The  tu^jnel,  as 
projected,  will  provide  for  vehicular  and  pedest- 
rian traffic  as  well  as  street  car  tracks.  In 
the  belief  of  Henry  Becker,  longtime  and  untiring 
enthusiast  for  the  district,  the  tunnel  is  almost 
as  good  as  cut  throu^. 


nJBOCE  TUHKEL  TO  GPEH  ABEA 

The  Dabooe  ttumel,  a  matter  of  three  miles  of 
engineering,  will  open  another  way  from  valley 
to  valley .  And,  of  course,  the  splendid  Twin  Peaks 
txmnel,  to  ^ich  the  whole  town  "points  with  pride", 
has  its  beginning  in  the  Ihireka  district.  There  is 
one  hill  that  Becker  would  not  tunnel,  though,  and. 
that  is  the  limestone  homp  that  occupies  the  block 
opposite  the  State  Teachers'  College.  That  offend- 
ing height  he  would  hare  razed  until  it  is  as  level 
as  the  surrAfunding  country,  and  becp.use  the  members 
of  the  Iisrnrovement  Clnb  have  been  worfcinf:  for  it 
more  than  a  quarter  century,  and  becscasa  they  gener- 
ally accomplish  about  everything  they  begin,  we  are 
likely  to  see  the  end  of  that  hill  in  the  next  year 
or  so. 

S0H5ZA  AXWATS  BATHED  IH  SUN 

llien  there  is  the  Sureke  ear  line  azid  the  con- 
sequent opening  up  of  the  mngnlficent  forthill 
coimtry  that  Behread  Joost  believed  v-ould  be  even- 
tually the  nost  favored  residence  site  in  the  city. 
It  is  hsurd  to  believe  that  seekers  after  splendid 
epcrtment  house  rites  have  overlooked  the  Eureka 
Yalley  so  long.  Under  the  ehelter  of  the  hills, 
vith  the  sun  shining  on  the  pleasant  slopes  even 
nhen  the  rest  of  the  city  is  foggy,  one  may  look  at 
an  exquisite  panorama  of  the  downtown  neetion  of 
San  Francisco  as  from  a  remote  dlctmce  and  yet  be 
within  a  few  minutes  of  the  very  heart  of  things. 
Geographically  speaking,  the  valley  is  the  center 
of  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  It  is  not  hard  to 
foresee  a  magnificent  future  for  the  district,  and 
th&t  within  the  days  that  are  not  far  distant. 
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LQBBEE,  EVERT  HMDS  07  CLDBS 

Loa  Lobree,  ^AiO   conducts  a  dry  goods  store  at 
Market  and  Fifteenth  streets,  is  president  of  the 
Impi'ovement  Cluh  of  the  SorekB.  Valley,  and  0.  Van 
Every,  msomger  of  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company 
hranch  In  the  district,  is  president  of  the  Merch- 
ants' Association,  and  hoth  organizations  are  exT 
tremely  live  and  active.  John  Barry,  *dio  still 
Bakes  his  hone  in  the  district,  was  the  first  pre- 
sident of  the  Improvement  Club  When  it  m&b   organ- 
ized about  30  years  ago.  John  Doboce,  after  idiom 
Duboce  Park  is  named,  was  a  nother  of  the  first 
members*  Henry  Becker,  who  organized  the  remark- 
able carnival  \diieh  the  district  held  10  years 
ago  and  who  had  worked  for  the  district  long  be- 
fore that,  was  one  of  the  earliest  members.  And, 
of  course,  Behrend  Joost,  organizer  of  the  Mark»t 
Street  Bomestead  Association,  which  put  the  lots 
on  the  foothills  on  the  real  estate  market  was 
an  ardent  worker. 

PRIZE  WILLOWS  STAimiBQ  TEEBS 

Incidentally,  travelers  along  the  way  who  have 
admired  the  willow  trees  in  the  front  y^rd  of  the 
Joost  home  will  be  Interested  to  know  that  30 
yeeirs  ago  these  same  trees,  \dien  in  the  heyday  of 
their  youth  and  before  their  limbs  became  gnarled 
with  age,  won  the  prize  for  the  best  specimens  of 
their  kind  in  ages,  perhaps-  the  Panama  Canal, 
Interested  the  nurserjnaen  of  the  vdiole  of  Calif- 
ornia. 

It  is  perfectly  reasonable  for  the  Eureka 
Valley  to  have  big  ideas  about  engineering,  for  it 
is  connected  throu^  this  same  Joost  with  the  gr- 
eatest engineering  -oroject  of  the  ages,  perhp.ps- 
the  Panama  Canal.  Joost,  being  in  the  hardware  bus- 
iness, furnished  a  large  amount  of  the  machinery 


101 


and  80  on  that  De  Lesseps  used  In  his  attempt  to 
cut  throng  the  lethmas  on  behalf  of  the  French 
GoTemment. 

riHST  CABNITAL  SEPT.  24,  1914 

In  the  week  "beginning  on  September  24,  1914, 
the  district  held  the  first  important  camiTal  to 
he  given  hy  an  outlying  district  of  the  city.  The 
purpose  of  the  celebration  was  to  coannemorate  the 
beginning  of  the  Twin  Peaks  tunnel  and  to  awaken 
in  the  people  a  realization  of  what  the  Improve- 
uent  should  mean  to  the  entire  city,  as  well  as  to 
the  Eureka  Valley.  It  was  in  1910  that  Mayor 
McCarthy  ad.vocated  the  construction  of  the  tunnel 
in  his  inaugural  speech,  but  it  was  before  that 
that  the  idea  had  been  shaped. 

Henry  Becker  tells  the  story  of  the  very  begin- 
ning. He  had  a  map  of  the  city  in  his  office,  with 
red  circles  drawn,  with  B»ireka  Valley  as  a  center, 
with  the  idea  of  showing  the  relative  distances  to 
various  parts  of  the  city.  Louis  H.  Peterson,  then 
an  important  figure  in  business  and  real  estate 
circles  and  now  an  itinerant  preacher  serving  the 
Lord  on  the  highways  of  the  State,  came  into  the 
office  and  looked  at  the  map.  He  measured  the  dis- 
tance from  the  east  to  the  west  of  Twin  Peaks  and 
said  that  it  was  a  short  way  and  that  there  should 
be  a  tunnel  through  it. 

CLDB  IH1X3RSES  TDNKEL  PLAH 

Becker  was  interested,  and  when  the  Improve- 
ment Club  held  a  banquet  at  the  Cliff  House  not 
long  after  he  made  the  motion,  immediately  adopted 
by  the  organisation,  that  the  club  should  indorse 
a  Tjroject  to  cut  the  tunnel.  Larsen  of  the  Tivoli 
Cafe  gave  the  first  $25  and  Baldwin  and  Leonard, 
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both  of  the  vest  side  of  the  peaks,  came  next.  The 
project  was  launched.  The  club  went  on  record  and 
called  a  general  meeting  of  the  district  for  March 
21,  1910.  At  this  meeting  It  was  decided  to  ask  the 
co-operation  of  all  the  Inrprovement  organizations 
of  the  city,  and  a  convention  was  held  on  April,  18, 
1910,  at  New  Era  Hall,  2121  Market  street,  and  the 
Twin  Peaks  tunnel  and  Improvement  Convention  was 
organized,  and  the  project  formally  launched.  Four 
years  later  the  plans  were  complete  and  the  work 
was  begun,  to  reach  a  triumphant  conclusion  In  due 
course  of  time.  The  carnival  was  a  gorgeous  affair, 
and  Is  still  a  matter  of  conversation. 

OUTER  BLOCKS  BLAZE  OF  OLQRT 

The  outer  blocks  of  Market  street  to  Nineteenth 
were  a  blaze  of  glory  and  more  people  came  to  the 
district  than  ever  had  been  there  before.  The  crowds 
were  enormous,  for  the  carnival  Idea  was  a  new  one. 
Eenry  Becker  was  the  president  of  the  carnival,  and 
his  assisting  committee  included  V.  G.  Lldley, 
Eerbeirt  C.  Le-vy,  Leo  Hess  and  Charles  F.  Adams, 
directors  general,  and  the  handsome  George  H.  Thomas, 
Jr.  as  official  escort  to  the  queen.  The  channlng 
Miss  Tllle  Mailer,  now  Mrs.  Barth,  was  the  gracious 
queen,  and  her  pretty  aides  were  the  Misses  Lucille 
Woods,  Geraldine  Helnlcke,  Gladys  Cheffer,  Helen 
Mitchell,  Alma  Sggers  and  Clara  Herzog.  Hiram  Johnson, 
then  governor,  presented  the  prizes  for  the  competit- 
ive drill  and  James  Rolx)h,  Jr. ,  mayor,  crowned  the 
queen.  It  was  a  great  party  and  a  great  occasion. 
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Sei^tember  27.  1954. 

EDKEXA.  VALLEY  OWES  MUCH  OF  ITS 
GROWTH  TO  CIVIC  CLOBS 

One  of  the  lustiest  infanta  in  the  Eureka  Dis- 
trict is  the  Merchants'  Association.  It  was  org- 
anized on  April  10,  of  this  year,  with  18  memhers, 
and  now  toasts  111.  A  new  membership  drive  probably 
net  a  score  more.  Prominent  among  the  aims  of  the 
club  is  the  erection  of  two  electric  arches,  one 
at  Dolores  and  Market  streets,  and  one  at  the  entr- 
ance of  the  Twin  Peaks  tunnel,  with  ropes  of  lights 
looping  them  together  so  that  the  district  will 
have  a  path  of  gold  all  its  own.  0,  Van  Every  is 
president  of  this  thriving  body,  and  the  secretary 
is  Prank  H.  Ooodban.  J.  Simon  is  treasurer.  The 
newly  adopted  slogan  of  the  association,  for  iidiich 
It  paid  the  contestant  >rtio  suggested  it  $50  is 
"Trade  and  Save*. 

Another  grottp  active  in  the  district,  this  one 
of  the  gentler  sex,  is  the  Everett  Parent-Teacher 
Association.  With  untiring  seal,  the  ladies  have 
worked  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Everett  School, 
and  now  the  plans  are  drawn,  and  the  new  building 
Is  practically  a  reality.  The  club  was  organized 
in  "Pebniary,  1922,  and  now  boasts  75  members.  Mrs. 
Theodore  Metz  is  president,  Mrs.  Sheldon  Sturgess, 
principal  of  the  school,  is  honorary  first  vice- 
president,  and  Mrs.  W.  B,  Ward,  Mrs.  S.  Lee,  Mrs. 
J,  Pray,  Mrs.  Sam  Goodman  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Kern 
are  the  other  officers.  So  well  did  they  acquit 
themselves  as  directors  of  the  first  term  of  the 
organisation  that  they  have  been  re-elected  in  a 
body  twice  since,  and  the  club  still  is  operating 
TUder  the  same  direction  that  instituted  it. 

FIRST  CHDHCH  WAS  COMGEElOAriOHAL 

The  first  church  in  the  district,  as  in  many 
other  of  the  districts  of  the  mother  city,  was  a 
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Congregational  one.  The  records  of  the  building 
of  that  cfaaxch  organization  began  promptly  vlth 
the  sirrlval  of  the  pioneers  In  1849,  and  have 
continued  ever  since.  The  chorch  In  the  Eoreka 
district  was  one  of  several  built  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Congregational  Associates,  an  03^- 
ganlzatlon  of  laymen  headed  by  the  late  Deacon 
S.  S«  Smith.  Deacon  Smith  vas  a  prominent  and 
much  loved  figure  in  the  early  church  life  of 
the  city,  and  because  his  fine  spirit  penseated 
so  much  of  the  constructive  work  that  was  done 
in  his  time,  he  vmrrants  a  little  eulogy,  I 
asked  Morris  Marcus,  yiio   knew  him  well,  to  tell 
me  about  him  and  he  wrote  such  a  charming  para- 
graph that  I  quote  it  intact. 

"Deacon  Snlth  was  a  fine  type  of  the  gener- 
ous giver.  A  mild  blue-eyed  man  with  gray  beard, 
he  had  traveled  around  the  world,  and  laiew  more 
about  foreign  missions  than  the  rest  of  the 
deacons  put  together.  His  hospitable  home  in  the 
Western  Addition  cared  for  many  a  person  passing 
through  San  Francisco. 

The  Olivet  Church  at  Seventeenth  and  Noe  was 
the  name  of  the  first  church  in  the  district. 
The  congregation  has  Joined  with  the  Mission  and 
the  Pond  churches  to  form  a  new  congregation  at 
Nineteenth  and  Dolores  street,  and  the  fine  build- 
ing there  still  houses  the  combined  group. 

The  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  founded  by  the 
beloved  Father  McC^aade  of  tender  memory,  was  the 
next  church  to  be  built  in  the  district.  It  was 
housed  in  a  little  church  of  modest  size,  and  has 
since  been  replaced  by  a  larger  and  better  st- 
ructure, as  the  zxcunbers  of  Catholics  in  the  dis- 
tirict  have  Increased.  Father  Mc^iade  was  chaplain 
with  the  California  regiment  in  the  World  War,  and 
when  he  died,  only  a  brief  time  ago,  the  whole 
city  mourned  his  passing. 
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Hxw  CASTRO  IS  leasiir;  theaieh 

Many  theaters  have  "been  establiahed  in  the  Eareka 
Valley  district,  "but  gradual  elimination  of  smaller 
hoases  and  constroetion  of  the  modem  notion  picture 
"palaces",  leaves  the  district  with  "but  one  piijicipal 
theater,  the  Nev  Castro,  owned  hy  Hasser  Brothers, 
idileh  was  opened  ^une  22,  1922.  Mayor  Holph  made  the 
dedicatory  speech. 

Among  the  earliest  theaters  were  four,  the  Electric, 
Home,  Majestic  and  Market,  all  clustered  about  Foxir- 
teenth  and  Church  streets.  They  hare  all  disappeared. 

The  Tenus,  at  Sixteenth,  and  the  Jose,  Ma^Avt  near 
Seventeenth,  have  also  gone  their  way. 

There  have  been  three  Castro  theaters,  the  earliest 
of  which  was  "built  in  1907. 

The  opening  of  Castro  No.  2  in  1910  was  almost  a 
nanici3)al  event.  Mayor  P,  H,  McCarthy,  who  was  a  neigh- 
"bor  of  the  Kasser  Brothers,  who  "built  it,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  administration  were  guests  of 
honor.  All  of  the  400  seats  of  the  theater  were  occ- 
trpied  "by  official  guests  on  the  opening  night.  Vaude- 
Tille  and  pictures  at  10  cents  admission  provided  the 
program. 

It  is  very  hard  to  leave  the  Eureka  District,  with 
its  interesting  past  and  its  alluring  future.  Most  of 
the  old  families  v^o  bought  homes  there  are  still  con- 
tented to  live  in  the  district,  and  their  children's 
children,  too. 

But  the  week  is  up,  and  there  is  all  the  rest  of 
the  city  to  discover,  so  after  a  last  trip  to  the  top 
of  the  Sanchez  street  hill,  and  a  final  bow  to  the 
prise  weeping  willows  on  the  Joost  place,  we  mast  say 
good  bye  to  the  district,  and  turn  our  attention  to 
the  Mission  District,  city  of  romance  and  lau^ter 
and  cradle  of  the  makers  of  San  Francisco. 
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